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CONGRESS RESTORES FUNDING FOR K-12 
HISTORY EDUCATION

NEW TO NCPH’S 
ANNUAL MEETING?
NICHOLAS K. JOHNSON / NICKJOHN@IUPUI.EDU

Attending the NCPH Annual Meeting for the 
first time? Conferences can be intimidating, so 
NCPH offers several events (including a few 
free ones) geared towards first-time attendees. 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 7

LEE WHITE / LWHITE@HISTORYCOALITION.ORG 

After nearly a decade of false starts, President 
Obama has signed a new education law (Public 
Law 114-95) to replace the controversial 

No Child Left Behind Act that was passed in 
2001. On December 9, the US Senate voted 
85–12 to approve the conference report to a 
bill (S. 1177) to reauthorize the Elementary 
and Secondary Education Act. On December 
2, the House had approved the report by a vote 
of 359–64.

Most importantly for the historical 
community, the new law—the Every Student 
Succeeds Act (ESSA)—restores targeted federal 
funding for K–12 history and civics education. 
The National Coalition for History (NCH) 
and the coalition’s member organizations 
have engaged in advocacy efforts for nearly 
five years to achieve this goal. Given the 
retrenchment of federal funding for a host of 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 4

President Barack Obama signs Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA), 
courtesy The White House.

For public historians, 2016 is set to be a 
year filled with anniversary celebrations 
and associated opportunities for meaningful 
outreach and projects that connect history to 
the public. 

Perhaps the most momentous of these 
commemorations is the centennial of the 
U.S. National Park Service (NPS). With 
a significant percentage of our members 
working directly for the agency, and another 
segment involved with projects connected to 
American National Parks, Monuments, and 
Recreation Areas, the NPS’s “Find Your Park” 
program (http://findyourpark.com) creates an 
unprecedented forum to engage with multiple 
audiences about the value of the country’s 
national lands and heritage. 

Beyond the obvious goal of encouraging 
millennials to discover the treasures that exist 
within the 409 individual units in the National 
Park System, there are broader possibilities for 
initiating public conversations. In an effort to 

stimulate these discussions, on the first day of 
our annual meeting in Baltimore, the NPS and 
the Smithsonian Institution have graciously 
sponsored a symposium entitled Challenging 

the Exclusive Past: Can Federal Agencies Help 

Re-Orient and Diversify Public Culture in the 

21st Century? Presenters from around the 
country, who embody the rich expertise of 
our organization, will share their insights on 
how the preservation and interpretation of 
federal properties have created a particular 
national narrative, and how new methods and 
programs can stimulate fresh perspectives. 
This will undoubtedly be a highlight of an 
already impressive meeting, and well worth 
the nominal $10 ticket to participate, so be 
sure to reserve your place in advance.

From a national perspective down to the local 
level, 2016 also marks the fiftieth anniversary 
of the National Historic Preservation Act. 
While these two significant commemorations 
create a double challenge for our NPS 
colleagues, as they oversee a multitude of 
national historic landmarks, this celebration 
affords each of us the opportunity to have 
a conversation about the need for historic 
preservation at the community level. The 
Preservation50 coalition is a focal point of 
this nationwide celebration. Through their 

dynamic interactive website 
(http://preservation50.org) 
and working together with 
dozens of federal agencies, state 
historic preservation offices, 
local associations, tribal entities, 
professional organizations 

(including the NCPH), and others, this 
year-long initiative tells the challenging and 
complicated evolution of historic preservation 
in the United States at the grassroots level. 
Although there are thousands of connected 
preservation professionals actively working 
across the country, there are millions more 
who recognize the importance of preservation 
but are unassociated with any formal entity. 
Through this movement, our members can 
go beyond communicating the importance 
of preservation, to actively get individuals 
involved in protecting their local history. 

The NCPH and its members have long 
served a range of audiences through our 
professional activities. Although our efforts 
may go unnoticed by the broader public, 
2016’s multiple commemorations afford public 
historians a fresh new set of opportunities to 
change the conversation and lead the entire 
history field into the future. Let’s make the 
most of this remarkable year!

PRESIDENT’S COMMENTS // 2016: A YEAR OF CELEBRATION

PATRICK MOORE 
PMOORE@UWF.EDU

Students at NCPH 2015 Grad Student Social, Nashville, Tennessee
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HISTORY supports the NCPH for 

promoting the value and signifi cance 

of history every day. 
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PATRONS & PARTNERS

PATRONS PARTNERS

History™

Indiana University – Purdue University Indianapolis, Dept. of History

University of California, Santa Barbara

Rutgers University—Camden

Arizona State University

American Association for State and Local History

American University

Bill Bryans

California State University, San Bernardino

Central Connecticut State University

The Civil War Institute at Gettysburg College

Historical Research Associates, Inc.

John Nicholas Brown Center, Brown University

Loyola University Chicago, Dept. of History

Middle Tennessee State University, Dept. of History

New Mexico State University, Dept. of History

New York University, Dept. of History

Regis College Master of Arts in Heritage Studies Program

Roy Rosenzweig Center for History and New Media

Texas State University – San Marcos, Dept. of History

University of Central Florida, Dept. of History

University of Maryland, Baltimore County, Dept. of History

University of Massachusetts Amherst, Dept. of History

University of Nevada Las Vegas, Dept. of History

University of North Carolina at Charlotte, Dept. of History

University of Richmond – School of Professional & Continuing Studies

University of South Carolina

University of West Florida Public History Program and Historic Trust

University of West Georgia, Dept. of History

Wells Fargo

Kristin Ahlberg

Arkansas National Guard Museum

The American West Center, University 
of Utah

Baldwin Wallace University, Dept. of 
History

California State University at Chico, 
Dept. of History

The CHAPS Program at The University 
of Texas-Rio Grande Valley

Chicago History Museum

Eastern Illinois University, Dept. of 
History

Florida State University, Dept. of 
History

Georgia State Heritage Preservation 
Program

The Hermitage: Home of President 
Andrew Jackson

Indiana University of Pennsylvania, 
Dept. of History

JRP Historical Consulting, LLC

Kentucky Historical Society

Missouri Historical Society

National Library of Medicine of the 
National Institutes of Health

New Mexico State Historic 
Preservation Division

North Carolina State University, 
Raleigh, Dept. of History

Oklahoma State University, Dept. of 
History

Piraeus Bank Group Cultural 
Foundation —Historical Archives 
Department

Rincon Tribal Museum

Sharon Leon

Shippensburg University, Dept. of 
History

St. John’s University, Dept. of History

Stephen F. Austin State University

University at Albany, SUNY, Dept. of 
History

University of California at Riverside

University of Northern Iowa

University of Wisconsin, Eau Claire, 
Dept. of History

University of Wisconsin, Milwaukee, 
Dept. of History

West Virginia University, Dept. of 
History

Western Michigan University, Dept. of 
History

Wilkes University, Dept. of History

THANK YOU!
We invite you to join the ranks of Patron and Partner 

institutions, departments, agencies, companies, 
and individuals who lend extra membership support 

for the cause of advancing public history.

www.ncph.org/about/patrons-partners/

The support of the following, each a leader in the field and committed to membership at the Patron or Partner level, makes the 
work of the National Council on Public History possible.
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NCPH inspires public engagement with the past and 
serves the needs of practitioners in putting history to work 
in the world by building community among historians, 
expanding professional skills and tools, fostering critical 
reflection on historical practice, and publicly advocating 
for history and historians. Public History News is published 
in March, June, September, and December. NCPH 
reserves the right to reject material that is not consistent 
with the goals and purposes of the organization. Individual 
membership orders, changes of address, and business 
and editorial correspondence should be addressed to 
NCPH, 127 Cavanaugh Hall – IUPUI, 425 University Blvd., 
Indianapolis, IN 46202-5140. E-mail: ncph@iupui.edu. 
Tel: 317-274-2716. Join online or renew at www.ncph.org. 
Headquartered on the campus of Indiana University-
Purdue University Indianapolis, NCPH is grateful for the 
generous support of the IU School of Liberal Arts and the 
Department of History.

Images from Flickr are used under Creative Commons 
license as described at http://creativecommons.org/
licenses/by/2.0/deed.en.

Printed on 50% recycled paper 
(25% post-consumer waste)
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THE NATIONAL COUNCIL  
ON PUBLIC HISTORY

Rebecca Andersen 
Brigham City, UT
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Philadelphia, PA
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Bowie, MD

Matthew Barlow 
Florence, AL

Melissa Barthelemy 
Goleta, CA

Alison Bazylinski| 
Yorktown, VA

Matthew Bersell 
Galva, IL

Margaret Biser 
Bethesda, MD

Bonnie Butler 
Lorton, VA

Sarajane Cedrone 
Manchester, CT

Savannah Cook 
Flagstaff, AZ

Catherine Corman 
Brookline, MA

Jonathan Danchik 
Gettysburg, PA

Emily Davis 
Harpers Ferry, WV

Erendina Delgadillo 
Los Angeles, CA

Meredith Denning 
Washington, DC

Stacey Devlin 
Ottawa, Canada 

Sarah Dreller 
Chicago, IL

Rebecca Edwards 
Rochester, NY

Sara Fisher 
Port Clinton, OH

Jesse Garbowski 
Lawrenceville, GA

Holly Genovese 
Philadelphia, PA

Kathleen Gleditsch 
Elizabeth City, NC

Savannah Grandey 
Woodbury, TN

Dakota Harkins 
Boone, NC

Cynthia Heider 
Baltimore, MD

Allison Horrocks 
Warwick, RI

Samantha Hunter 
Washington, DC

Quillie Jackson 
Princeton, IL

Kathy Jones 
Lake Charles, LA

Zachary Keith 
Waterbury, CT

Katherine Kitterman 
Salt Lake City, UT

Zachary Kopin 
Ann Arbor, MI

Karleen Kovalcik 
Morgantown, WV

Julia Lacher 
Chicago, IL

Kristin Lee 
Indianapolis, IN

Margo Lentz-Meyer 
Sacramento, CA

Thomas Littlewood 
London, Canada

Sarah Litvin 
Brooklyn, NY

Nancy Mahaney 
Ganado, AZ

Nicholas Mainz 
Monmouth, IL

Brian Mast 
Tuscaloosa, AL

Kyle Mckoy 
Indianapolis, IN

Stephen McNair 
Mobile, AL

Juliann McNelia 
Harrington, DE

Kyle Mery 
Las Cruces, NM

Kyra Millard 
Boston, MA

Montanna Mills 
London, Canada

Theresa Monserrat 
Easton, PA

Lyra Monteiro 
Newark, NJ

Jake Newsome 
Roswell, GA

Noreen O’Connor 
Dallas, PA

Jeffery Patterson 
Austin, TX

Rachel Pennington 
London, Canada

Samantha Rintoul 
Longview, WA

Timothy Rives 
Abilene, KS

Rosalind Rothwell 
Arlington, VA

Kristen Rund 
Tempe, AZ

Joseph Scanlin 
Arlington, VA

Bonnie Schoonmaker 
Valatie, NY

Sarah Scripps 
Stevens Point, WI

Thomas Seabrook 
Richmond, VA

Jessica Serrao 
Cary, NC

Brianne Shamburger 
Stroudsburg, PA

Tina Sheller 
Baltimore, MD

Valarie Shorter 
Dover, DE

Jodi Skipper 
Oxford, MS

Frank Smith 
Plainview, NY

Anna Snyder 
Washington, DC

Margaret Stella 
Virginia, VA

Nora Sutton 
Hiawassee, GA

Anna Traylor 
Auburn, AL

Alyssa Trometter 
New York, NY

Rebecca Wall 
Washington, DC

William West 
West Columbia, SC

Harvee White 
Newnan, GA

Samantha Williams 
Fair Oaks, CA

Juhee Woo 
Stonybrook, NY

Olivia Woodruff 
Clarion, PA

Alexandra Zaremba 
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NCPH would like to extend 
a special thanks to our new 
Partner member:

The CHAPS Program at the 
University of Texas-Rio Grande 
Valley 
Edinburg, TX

W
el

co
m

e 
N

ew
 M

em
be

rs
!

HISTORY supports the NCPH for 

promoting the value and signifi cance 

of history every day. 

©
20

10
 A

&
E

 T
el

ev
is

io
n 

N
et

w
o

rk
s,

 L
LC

. A
ll 

ri
g

ht
s 

re
se

rv
ed

. 1
29

2.

10-1292_HIST_Corp_ad_FIN.indd   1 11/4/10   4:49 PM

Vice-President/President-Elect
Marla Miller, 
University of Massachusetts 
Amherst

Nominating Committee
Aleia Brown, 
Michigan State University 
Museum

Daniel Vivian, 
University of Louisville

Board of Directors
Yolanda Chávez Leyva, 
The University of Texas  
at El Paso

Modupe Labode, 
Indiana University – Purdue 
University Indianapolis 

John H. Sprinkle, Jr., 
National Park Service

2016 NCPH ELECTION RESULTS
Thank you to the voters and the Nominating Committee, and special thanks to all of the individual 
candidates who agreed to allow their names to be placed on the ballot!
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programs in the bill, restoration of funding for 
history education is a major accomplishment.

In fiscal year (FY) 2012, Congress terminated 
funding for the Teaching American History 
(TAH) grants program at the Department 
of Education. The move also eliminated 
appropriations earmarked for civics education 
and federal funding for National History Day, 
a nationally recognized program that increases 
student participation in historical studies across 
the country. As a result, starting in FY ’12 there 
has been no federal funding provided for history 
or civics education.

ESSA includes four sections that provide funding 
streams for K–12 history and civics education. 
Two sections are specifically earmarked for 
those subjects, and two sections establish grant 
programs in which the subjects are eligible for 
competitive funding.

Within ESSA, Subpart 3: American History 
and Civics Education authorizes an allocation 
of 1.4 percent of the amount appropriated for 
all national activities relating to preparing, 
training, and recruiting high-quality teachers, 
principals, and other school leaders for each 
fiscal year the act is in effect (FY ’17 through FY 
’20). It is important to note that these amounts 
will still need to be funded through the annual 
appropriations process. The maximum allowable 
allocations are $6,564,000 each for FY ’17 and FY 
’18, $6,568,000 for FY ’19, and $6,848,000 for FY 
’20. (These funding amounts are provided by the 
Committee for Education Funding.)

Two programs stand to benefit substantially 
from Subpart 3. Presidential and Congressional 
Academies for American History and Civics 
(section 2232) would receive not less than 26 
percent of the amount available, and other 
National Activities (section 2233) would receive 
up to 74 percent.

Section 2232: Presidential and Congressional 

Academies for American History and 

Civics—This section establishes intensive 
academies for teachers and students to learn 
more about history and civics. The secretary of 
education shall award up to 12 grants annually on 
a competitive basis to fund the academies.

1. Presidential Academy—Each year, the 
Presidential Academy shall select between 
50 and 300 teachers of American history 
and civics from public or private elementary 
schools and secondary schools to attend a 
seminar or institute that provides intensive 
professional development opportunities. 
The program will be led by a team of 
primary scholars and core teachers who 
are accomplished in the field of American 
history and civics. It will be conducted 
during the summer or other appropriate 

time and will be between two and six weeks 
in duration. Teachers will receive a stipend 
to attend the seminar or institute.

2. Congressional Academy—Each year 
the Congressional Academy shall select 
between 100 and 300 outstanding students 
of American history and civics to attend 
a seminar or institute. To be eligible to 
attend, a student must be recommended 
by his or her secondary school principal 
or other school leader. The student must 
be a secondary school junior or senior in 
the academic year following attendance at 
the seminar or institute. The program will 
be conducted during the summer or other 
appropriate time and will be between two 
and six weeks in duration. Students will 
receive a stipend to attend the seminar or 
institute. 

Entities eligible to conduct the Presidential and 
Congressional Academies include institutions 
of higher education, nonprofit educational 
organizations, museums, libraries, and research 
centers with demonstrated expertise in historical 
methodology or the teaching of American history 
and civics. Eligible entities must provide matching 
funds equal to 100 percent of the amount of the 
grant. 

Section 2233: National Activities—The 
purpose of this section is to promote new and 
existing evidence-based strategies to encourage 
innovative instruction in American history, 
civics and government, and geography; learning 
strategies; and professional development activities 
and programs for teachers, principals, and other 
school leaders. The grants emphasize instruction, 
strategies, activities, and programs that benefit 
low-income students and underserved populations.

ESSA authorizes the secretary of education to 
award competitive grants to eligible entities (such 
as institutions of higher education and nonprofit 
or for-profit organizations) with demonstrated 
expertise in the development, implementation, 
and strengthening of programs to teach traditional 
American history, civics, economics, and 
geography. Grants will be awarded for developing, 
implementing, and disseminating for voluntary use 
inventive, evidence-based approaches to American 
history and civic learning that demonstrate 
innovation, scalability, and accountability. Grants 
may be for professional development. Grants are 
for a three-year period with the opportunity for a 
one-time two-year renewal. 

There are two other potential funding streams 
for history and civics. The law provides funding 
to the states to make grants to local education 
agencies (LEAs) for a broad range of programs. 

Section 4107: Well-Rounded Educational 

Opportunities—This section provides 

competitive funding to local 
education agencies (LEAs) to 
develop and implement programs 
that provide students with a 
“well-rounded education.” One 
allowable use of grant funds is for “activities to 
promote the development, implementation, and 
strengthening of programs to teach traditional 
American history, civics, economics, geography, 
or government education.” LEAs may partner 
with other LEAs, institutions of higher education, 
nonprofit organizations, community-based 
organizations, and businesses in developing these 
programs.

Section 4611: Education Innovation and 

Research—This section creates a new research 
and innovation fund that allows LEAs, in 
conjunction with nonprofit organizations, to 
apply for funding to create, implement, replicate, 
or take to scale entrepreneurial, evidence-based, 
field-initiated innovations to improve student 
achievement and attainment for high-need 
students. Innovations in teaching civics, history, 
and social studies are eligible for grants. This 
could be the source of much-needed funding for 
the evaluation of programs.

So what happens next?

First, the programs authorized in the law have 
to be funded by the appropriations committees 
in the House and Senate. The NCH will be 
sending alerts in February, when the FY ’17 
appropriations process begins, asking everyone 
who cares about history, civics, and social studies 
to contact their senators and representatives to 
urge full funding for these programs created as 
part of the ESSA legislation. Despite the fact that 
the grant programs now exist, we still must push 
to have them fully funded.

Second, over the course of 2016, the Department 
of Education will prepare program guidelines 
and competitive criteria for the grant programs 
outlined in ESSA. That way, once the funding is 
made available, the department will be ready to 
issue calls for proposals.

Finally, the competitive funding awards will likely 
be made, and moneys distributed, for the first 
time in the second half of calendar year 2017. The 
change in administrations in January may push 
the timetable further back. 

The restitution of federal funding for K–12 
history and civics education is reason to cheer, 
and we should recognize the important role that 
advocacy played in ensuring that K–12 history 
continues to play an important role in our 
children’s education. 

Lee White is executive director of the National 

Coalition for History.

CONGRESS RESTORES FUNDING FOR K-12 HISTORY EDUCATION
// CONT. FROM PAGE 1
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2015 NCPH CONTRIBUTORS

$300 AND UP 
Kristin Ahlberg
Chuck Arning‡
Marianne Babal‡*
Melissa Bingmann
Laura Feller‡
Kathleen Franz
Emily Greenwald*
Kristine Harper
Dee Harris‡
Anthea Hartig
History Associates, Inc.‡
Denise Meringolo‡
Jean-Pierre Morin
Kristine Navarro-McElhaney‡
Constance Schulz‡*
Robert Weyeneth‡
Amy Wilson‡*

$100-$299
Richard Baker
Beth Boland
Shelley Bookspan
Sheila Brennan*
Bill Bryans‡*
Peter Bunten*
Steven Burg
Philip Cantelon*
Rebecca Conard*
John Dichtl‡*
Suzanne Fischer
Michelle Hamilton‡
Lenora Henson*

Alison Hoagland*
Barbara Howe (in memory of Jan-
nelle Warren-Findley)~
Kathleen Kean
Cynthia Koch‡
Modupe Labode‡*
Sharon Leon‡
Steve Lubar‡
John Majewski‡
Michelle McClellan
Randall Miller
Marla Miller
Patrick Moore‡
Jeff Pappas
Gale Peterson*
Mary Rizzo‡
Stephanie Rowe
Philip Scarpino*
Carol Shull
Raymond Smock
Ivan Steen‡
Jeffrey Sturchio
Jill Titus
Daniel Vivian
Robert Weible
Anne Whisnant
William Willingham‡
Joan Zenzen‡

UP TO $99
Anna Adamek*
Kristen Baldwin Deathridge
Brady Banta*

Linda Barnickel
Robert Barrows
Perky Beisel‡
Jennifer Black
Brigida Blasi
Dana Brown‡
Andrea Burns
Kenneth Cohen
Katharine Corbett
Julie Davis
Rose Diaz
Debbie Doyle‡
Michael Duchemin‡*
Ryan Ehrfurth
Siobhan Fitzpatrick*
Tamara Gaskell
Abigail Gautreau
Alice George
Victor Geraci*
David Glassberg
Matthew Godfrey*
Al Hester*
Stanley Howe
Andrew Hurley‡
Paul Israel‡*
Nancy Jones*
Allison Jordan
Lara Kelland
Jay Kim*
John Kneebone
Susan Knowles‡
Lynn Kronzek
Adina Langer‡
Max Loder*

Chris Magoc
Gregory Mobley‡*
Patricia Mooney-Melvin~
Cecelia Moore
Patrick O’Bannon*
Max Page
Mary Palevsky
Melissa Prycer*
Richard Rabinowitz*
Joel Ralph‡
Allen Ramsey*
Debra Reid
Matt Riley
Alan Rowe
Tom Scheinfeldt‡
Stephanie Schulze‡
Angela Sirna‡
William Stoutamire
Mary Thompson*
William Walker
Diane Wenger
Karen Wilson‡
Juti Winchester
 
 Annual Fund
‡ Digital Integration Fund
* Endowment
~ Stan Hordes Fund (Endowment)

If we have overlooked your name, 
please let us know. For more 
information about contributing in 
2016, write to ncph@iupui.edu.

In 2015, you gave a total of $11,994 for the Annual Fund, $3,976 for the Endowment, and $4,456 for the Digital Integration Fund. 
Thank you all!

NCPH is also deeply grateful for the many sponsors of the annual meeting, as well as the Patron, Partner, and Sustaining members 
who provide additional support for the organization.

GAIN VIRTUAL APPEAL!
SPONSOR THE 2016 
NCPH MOBILE APP
Our 2015 pilot app was a big success, 

help us expand in 2016! As sponsor of 

the conference app, your organization 

will be visible to conference atendees 

as they plan their day, navigate through 

Baltimore, and attend sessions. You will 

be featured in prominent and visible 

sections on the app and in  

pre-conference 

communications 

about the app.
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FROM THE NATIONAL COALITION FOR HISTORY

TAKING ACTION IN SECURING IRB EXEMPTION FOR HISTORICAL RESEARCH
CLIFFORD KUHN & LEE WHITE / LWHITE@NATIONALCOALITION.ORG

In welcome news for oral historians, the US 
Department of Health and Human Services 
(HHS) and 15 other federal departments and 
agencies have announced proposed revisions to 
the regulations for protection of human subjects 
in research. A Notice of Proposed Rulemaking 
(NPRM) was published in the Federal Register 
on September 8, 2015, with the provision of 
a 90-day comment period. A summary of the 
issue and the proposed rule itself is available 
on the HHS web page at www.hhs.gov/ohrp/
humansubjects/regulations/nprmhome.html.

The new recommendations for human subject 
research protection specifically state that “oral 
history, journalism, biography, and historical 
scholarship activities that focus directly on the 
specific individuals about whom the information 
is collected” be explicitly excluded from “the 
scope of the Common Rule” (explained below). 
Moreover, the recommendations acknowledge 
the importance and value within oral history, 
and historical studies more generally, of 
identifying individual actors in history. The 
recommendations also recognize that discipline-
specific codes of ethical conduct already exist. 
This presents a marked shift in both tone and 
content from previous iterations.

Since the Oral History Association (OHA) has 
a great deal of expertise in the issue, it took the 
lead in preparing comments on the proposed 
rule. The National Coalition for History (NCH) 
issued a statement on the matter, originally 
submitted to HHS in October.1 Fifteen NCH 
member organizations, including NCPH, signed a 
joint statement endorsing the proposed changes. 

It is important to note that a final rule is far from 
imminent, given the number of federal agencies 
involved in the process and the complexity of the 
issue. In fact, it will be not a matter of months 
but likely a year or more before HHS issues the 
revised regulations. 

THE COMMON RULE AND ORAL HISTORY
Beginning in the mid-1990s, college and 
university students, faculty, and staff who 

conducted oral history interviews increasingly 
found their interviewing protocols subject to 
review by their local Institutional Review Board 
(IRB), a body charged by the federal government 
with the protection of human subjects in 
research. Human subject risk regulation had its 
roots in the explosion of government-funded 
medical research after World War II as well as 
with the revelation of glaring medical abuses, 
including Nazi doctors’ experiments on Holocaust 
victims and the Tuskegee syphilis study. History 
and other humanities disciplines were never 
originally intended to fall within the purview of 
the regulation, generally known as the Common 
Rule, which addressed biomedical and behavioral 
research.

The growing inclusion of oral history under IRB 
review began an often contentious, confusing, 
and chaotic process. Was oral history—or 
were historical studies more generally—the 
type of “generalizable” research covered by 
the Common Rule? What about research that 
clearly manifested no or minimal human risk? 
How could oral history be properly evaluated 
within a framework originally designed to 
regulate medical and biological science? The 
ensuing years witnessed numerous examples of 
IRBs overreaching with regard to oral history, 
often with damaging results and chilling effects. 
The list includes class projects that had to be 
jettisoned, IRBs limiting or rejecting projects 
citing largely nonexistent risks, and researchers 
who were asked to submit their questions in 
advance, guarantee anonymity of the people they 
interviewed, or even destroy their  
tapes and transcripts.

Recognizing the disconnect between actual oral 
history practice and the way IRBs frequently 
treated oral history, federal authorities have 
periodically attempted to introduce clarifying 
language. At times the federal Office of Human 
Research Protections (OHRP) has recommended 
that most oral history be placed in the “expedited” 
category before IRBs, at other times that oral 
history as a rule be “exempt.” In 2003, Michael 
Carome, the associate director for regulatory 
affairs at OHRP, concurred that oral history 
interviewing activities “in general” fell outside 
the federal definition of research requiring IRB 
review. Yet such language did not serve to clarify 
or stop undue regulation. Instead, we continued 
to have what AHA executive director James 
Grossman has termed “the hodgepodge of rules 
and regulations governing oral history research 
at the various colleges and universities in the 
United States,” and complaints about oral history 
oversight by IRBs persisted.

In 2011, HHS called for public comment in 
response to proposed regulatory changes aimed 

at “enhancing protection for research subjects 
and reducing burden, delay, and ambiguity 
for investigators.”2 The OHA, the AHA, the 
Organization of American Historians, and 
many other individuals and entities commented 
about oral history in particular. Their remarks 
centered around a number of points: that oral 
history interview practice is inherently open-
ended and not bound by a set of preexisting 
interview questions; that in its focus on 
particular individuals, oral history fell outside 
the “generalizable” research targeted by the 
Common Rule; that requiring the anonymity 
of subjects was antithetical to oral history, and 
to the discipline of history more generally; that 
oral historians already operated under a code 
of ethics, including the principle of informed 
consent; and that efforts to force oral history and 
historical inquiry into a regulatory framework 
designed for scientific research caused harm, 
confusion, and undue burden. Therefore, we 
feel strongly that oral history should be excluded 
altogether from IRB review.

Again, the proposed HHS rule changes are a 
very positive development, but until the rule is 
changed, oral historians must continue to seek 
IRB approval for their projects. 

Clifford Kuhn passed away November 8. He was 

executive director of the Oral History Association 

and associate professor of history at Georgia State 

University. Lee White is executive director of the 

National Coalition for History. Passages from this 

article originally appeared at http://bit.ly/1RQW5kd

NOTES
1. Lee White, National Coalition for History, letter to US 
Department of Health and Human Services, October 
30, 2015, http:// historycoalition.org/wp-content/
uploads/2015/10/NCH-HHS-Human-Subjects-Proposed-
Rule-10-30-15.pdf.

2. “ANPRM for Revision to Common Rule,” US Department 
of Health and Human Services, http://www.hhs.gov/ohrp/
humansubjects/anprm2011page.html.

Bill Smith of KOAC with portable tape recorder, courtesy OSU Special 
Collections & Archives via Flickr Commons.

CALL FOR PROPOSALS
2017 National Council on Public History Annual 
Meeting

Join us April 19-22, 2017 in Indianapolis, Indiana 
to explore: 
“The Middle: Where did we come from? Where 
are we going?

The full call for proposals will be posted and the 
online proposal system will be open in April; 
proposals are due by July 15, 2016.
Car on Bridge, Department of Agriculture, Forest Service, National 
Archives and Records Administration.
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Please join us in congratulating the recipients 
of this year’s awards for outstanding 
achievement in a variety of public history 
formats. Full details about the award winners’ 
projects will be released in conjunction with 
the NCPH Annual Meeting in Baltimore next 
month. We hope you will celebrate with us 
at the Awards Breakfast on Saturday, March 
19, at the Renaissance Baltimore Harborplace 
Hotel, 8:00 am – 10:00 am.

NCPH FOUNDERS AWARD
The NCPH Council of Past Presidents 
developed the Founders Award in 2015 to 
recognize those individuals who were present 
at the creation of NCPH and who played 
critical roles in the organization’s success.

Philip L. Cantelon, History Associates, Inc.

Arnita A. Jones, Retired, American Historical 
Association

ROBERT KELLEY MEMORIAL AWARD
For distinguished service 
to the field of public 
history.

Donald A. Ritchie, 
Retired, U.S. Senate 
Historical Office

OUTSTANDING PUBLIC HISTORY 
PROJECT AWARD
NCPH acknowledges the generous support of 
Stevie and Ted Wolf that makes this award 
possible. 

The Philadelphia Public History Truck, Erin 

Bernard, and Temple University Center 

for Public History

NCPH BOOK AWARD
Susan Ferentinos, 
Independent Scholar, 
Interpreting LGBT History at 

Museums and Historic Sites 
(Rowman & Littlefield 
Publishers, 2014)

HONORABLE MENTION
Jessie Swigger, Western Carolina University, 
“History is Bunk”: Assembling the Past at Henry 

Ford’s Greenfield Village (University of 
Massachusetts Press, 2014)

G. WESLEY JOHNSON AWARD
For the best article in The Public Historian

Patrick Grossi, Preservation Alliance for 
Greater Philadelphia, for “‘Plan or Be Planned 
For’: Temple Contemporary’s Funeral for a 
Home and the Politics of Engagement,” The 

Public Historian Vol 37, No 2

HONORABLE MENTION
Lara Rutherford-Morrison, Concordia 
University, for “Playing Victorian: Heritage, 
Authenticity, and Make-Believe in Blists Hill 
Victorian Town, the Ironbridge Gorge,” The 

Public Historian Vol 37, No 3

EXCELLENCE IN 
CONSULTING AWARD
GROUP AWARD
Eric John Abrahamson and Lois Facer, 
Vantage Point History, Rockefeller Centennial Series 

INDIVIDUAL AWARD
Morgen Young, Adler, LLC, “Uprooted: 
Japanese American Farm Labor Camps During 
WWII” 

STUDENT PROJECT AWARD
Wearing Gay History, Eric Nolan Gonzaba, 
George Mason University

HONORABLE MENTION
Black at Bryn Mawr, Emma Kioko and Grace 

Pusey, Bryn Mawr College

NEW PROFESSIONAL TRAVEL AWARDS
HRA NEW PROFESSIONAL TRAVEL AWARD
Erendina A. Delgadillo, LA Plaza de Cultura 
y Artes

NCPH NEW PROFESSIONAL TRAVEL AWARD
William F. Stoutamire, The Frank House, 
University of Nebraska at Kearney

HONORABLE MENTION
Angela Sirna, Middle Tennessee State University

GRADUATE STUDENT TRAVEL AWARDS
Pamela Y. Curtin, West Virginia University; 
Hannah Givens, University of West Georgia; 
Julie Peterson, University of Massachusetts 
Amherst; Kristen Rund, Arizona State 
University; and Cane West, University of 
South Carolina

NCPH AWARD WINNERS FOR 2016FROM THE NATIONAL COALITION FOR HISTORY

TAKING ACTION IN SECURING IRB EXEMPTION FOR HISTORICAL RESEARCH
CLIFFORD KUHN & LEE WHITE / LWHITE@NATIONALCOALITION.ORG

NEW TO NCPH’S ANNUAL MEETING? // CONT. FROM PAGE 1

Our Conference Mentoring Program is an indispensable resource. 
New attendees are paired with experienced conference-goers before the 
meeting. Mentors will meet with mentees early in the conference and 
may give tips on interesting sessions or tours, networking, and making 
the most of your first conference. When I attended NCPH for the 
first time, I participated in the mentoring program and found it a very 
rewarding experience.  

Even if you don’t sign up as a mentee, you should join us for 
Wednesday’s First Time Attendee and Mentor/Mentee Pre-

Reception. Included with a ticket to the Opening Reception, this is a 
great way to meet a few new faces before the bigger Opening Reception, 
which immediately follows.

Out to Lunch, a new event launching in Baltimore, is an excellent 
opportunity to meet public history colleagues. After signing up 
beforehand (or on site), attendees will be placed in groups of 4-5 who 
then select a lunch spot together. Dine Arounds are another fun way to 
meet public historians. Dine Arounds facilitate small group discussions 
on pre-determined topics over dinner at local restaurants. 

Workshops are a fantastic way to gain hands-on experience. Note 
that workshops require additional fees and are generally longer than a 

conference session. One workshop, THATCamp NCPH Boot Camp, 
which introduces digital tools for historians, is always an attendee favorite. 
Other workshops that may be of interest include Teaching Public 

History and Daring to Speak Its Name: Interpreting LBGTQ Pasts at 

Historic Sites with 2016 book award winner Susan Ferentinos.

Tours are an easy way to experience Baltimore outside of the 
conference hotel. When I attended NCPH’s 2014 Annual Meeting, I 
participated in the Cannery Row Walking Tour. This was a fun way to 
learn about Monterey’s history and get to know other attendees. Some 
of the Baltimore tour opportunities include bus tours of the Hampton 
National Historical Site, sites central to Baltimore’s African American 
history, and walking tours that cover literary, LGBT, and civil rights 
history. Like workshops, tours require additional fees and fill up quickly.

I hope that this brief overview helps first-time attendees at this year’s 
conference, which is a great opportunity to grow as a public history 
professional. For more information about these events, or to sign up, 
visit bit.ly/ncph2016. I look forward to meeting everyone in Baltimore. 
I’ll be at the registration desk.

Nicholas K. Johnson is a third-year graduate student in IUPUI’s public history 

program and the current graduate intern in the NCPH executive office.
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Join NCPH Today!
NCPH inspires public engagement with the past and serves 
the needs of practitioners in putting history to work in the 
world. We build community among historians, expand 
professional skills and tools, foster critical reflection on 
historical practice, and advocate for history and historians.

Members of NCPH have access to:

The Public Historian
— a print and online journal offering the latest original 

research, case studies, reviews, and coverage of the 
ever-expanding international field of public history

Professional Development
— continuing education in workshops, working  

groups, and critical reflection on practical and  
theoretical issues

News of the Field
— Public History News, email updates, and other NCPH 

reports will keep you current

Community
— connect to thousands of other public historians through 

our blog, History@Work, listservs, and the NCPH 
groups on Facebook and LinkedIn

Discounts on the Annual Meeting
— Indianapolis 2017, Las Vegas 2018

Leadership Opportunities
— help to shape the profession and field by serving on 

committees and task forces

Advocacy Efforts
— NCPH, with the National Coalition for History, speaks 

on behalf of the profession and in the public interest on 
historical issues.

Online Resources
— Statement on Ethics and Professional Conduct, Tenure 

& Promotion guidelines, Guide to Graduate Programs, 
best practices, consultant listings, weekly job postings, 
and discounted JPASS access to journals

Membership Dues

 Patron: $600  
 Partner: $400  
 Sustaining: $125  
 Individual: $74 
 New Professional: $45 
 Student: $35

Institutional subscriptions are available through University of 
California Press. 

Join or renew online at www.ncph.org.
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