
CORNELIUS 
O’BRIEN LECTURE 

SERIES 
CONCERNING 

HISTORIC 
PRESERVATION 

ESTABLISHED IN 1972, THE 
CORNELIUS O’BRIEN LECTURE SERIES 

OFFERS SUPPORT OF HISTORIC 
PRESERVATION IN INDIANA 

Each year, more than 1,000 Hoosiers 
benefit from lectures given by quali-
fied historic preservation specialists 
with support from the O’Brien Lec-
ture Series.  
 

Past lectures have taken place across 
Indiana and have included topics such 
as: historic home restoration; historic 
main street, districts, and downtown 
revitalization; architectural history; 
the underground railroad; preserva-
tion management; historical land-
scapes; and cultural heritage tourism.  
 

Visit www.ncph.org for more information.  
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◊ A 1-3 page resume/c.v. of the 
speaker has been obtained and is 
included with the proposal.  

◊ A detailed travel and honorarium 
budget has been prepared.  

◊ A person has been identified to 
complete all necessary reports and 
paperwork.   

 

If your event and lecturer meet all the 
above requirements, we encourage you to 
submit a proposal today! 
 

For detailed proposal and reporting re-
quirements, or questions about the appro-
priateness of the speaker or topic, visit 
www.ncph.org or contact us at: 

CORNELIUS O’BRIEN LECTURE SERIES 
CONCERNING HISTORIC PRESERVATION 

 
NATIONAL COUNCIL ON PUBLIC HISTORY 

327 CAVANAUGH HALL—IUPUI 
425 UNIVERSITY BLVD. 

INDIANAPOLIS, IN 46202 
PHONE: 317-274-2716 
FAX: 317-278-5230 

E-MAIL: NCPH@IUPUI.EDU 

How to Arrange for a Cornelius 
O’Brien Lecture 

With funding from the series, approved groups 
and organizations throughout Indiana are en-
couraged to sponsor speakers experienced in 
historic preservation (broadly defined) for pres-
entations bearing directly on that subject.  
 

Refer to the following checklist before sub-
mitting your 1-3 page proposal.  

◊ The lecturer lives outside Indiana and has 
demonstrable credentials in historic pres-
ervation (broadly defined).  

◊ The event would not be possible without 
O’Brien support. 

◊ The lecturer will be addressing issues di-
rectly related to historic preservation.  

◊ The speaking event is (ordinarily) eight 
weeks away.  

◊ The event is free and open to the public.  

◊ The O’Brien Lecture Series will receive 
acknowledgement in all publicity materi-
als before and during the event. 

 

 

CORNELIUS O’BRIEN LECTURE SERIES 

Cornelius O’Brien (1883-1953), was 
among the first to recognize the need 
for preserving Indiana’s historic build-
ings and sites.  
 

The O’Brien Lec-
ture Series was 
established by Mr. 
O’Brien’s daugh-
ter Mary (1915-
2007), Mrs. John 
Timberlake Gib-
son of Washing-
ton, D.C., from 
whom it has continued to receive gen-
erous support and permanent endow-
ment beginning in 1984. For many 
years, the series has enjoyed special 
assistance from the late Mrs. Cornelius 
O’Brien as well.  
 

Mrs. Gibsons’ interest in historic pres-
ervation also found expression in her 
support for the annual Cornelius 
O’Brien Conference on Historic Pres-
ervation, sponsored by Indiana Univer-
sity, Indiana Main Street, and the Indi-
ana Department of Historic Preserva-
tion and Archaeology.  


