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FREEATLAST 
Archives Independence 
by Page Putnam Miller 
Director, NCC 
On Friday evening, October 19, President 
Reagan finalIy signed S. 90S, the bUI re
storing independence to the National Ar
chives by separating it from the General 
Services Adrninistration. Midnight on Octo
ber 20 was the deaclline for the signing of 
S.905. 

The key provision in the independence 
legislation transfers authority for the care of 
federal records from the GSA Administra
tor to the Arehivist Instead of being ap
pointed by the GSA Administrator, the 
Archivist will be appointed by the President 
with the Senate' s consent The legislation 
states that the Archivist shall be appointed 
without regard to politica1 affiliations and 
solely on the basis of the professional qua!
ifications required to perform the duties 
and responsibilities of the óffice. No term 
of office is specified Ouring recent years 
the Arehivist' s lack of authority over bud
gel, program priorities, and fulfilling per
sonnel management has seriously 
handicapped the National Archives in its 
basic mission of acquiring, appraising, pre
serving, and servicing the records of the 
federal government 

On Monday, October 1, the Joint Sen
ateIHouse Conference Committee - com
posed of Representatives Brooks (O-TX), 
Eng\ish (O-OK), Horton (R-NY), and Kind
ness (R-OH), and Senators Roth (R-OE), 
Mathias (O-MO), and Eagleton (O-MO)
met to work out differences between the 
Senate and House versions of S. 905 and 
H. R. 3987. Of the 24 points of difference, 
22 items were resolved prior to the 
meeting. 

The conference thus focused on the 
House amendment requiring each Federal 
agency to furhish infomiation to the Arehi
vist and the House amendment to give the 
Archivist final authority to determine 
whether a document fa1ls within the defini
tion of a "record" and to grant the Archi
vist access to agency material in order to 
make such determinations. On both issues 
the majority of the conferees supported in 
principIe the clarification and strengthening 
of the authority of the Arehivist, but they 
declded against including these portions for 

continued on page 7 

NEH SUMMER INSTITUTE 
Teaching Public History 
Reflections in the Cool of the Evening 
by Anne C. Kaplan 
Northem Illinois University 
From July 5 to August 3, 30 participants from faculties around the United States gathered 
in Tempe, Atizona, for a 30-day NCPH Summer lnstitute on Teaching Public History 
funded under a grant from the National Endowrnent for the Humanities. Participant Anne 
Kaplan's observations on the lnstitute follow. 

Robert Kelly tells us that he and Wes uIarly teachers in the smaller colleges and 
Johnson spent a goOO portion of the spring two-year colleges), who are primarily inter-
of 1975 ruminating in Santa Barbara on ested in refreshing thcir own learning and 
how best to move historians "into the pub- improving thcir ability to convey humanis-
lic process in a major way." They conclud- tic understanding to thcir students. These 
ed that they should begin by "training teachers are better served by the opportu-
small groups of graduate students in pubUc nity to meet their peers in a collegial pro-
history skills, imbuing them with the idea grarn enhanced by the human and 
of a pub/ic rather than an academic career, physica1 resources of one major institu-
and sending them out, one by one, to tion."2 The "collegial" program was then 
demonstrate their value by their work." moving into its second year, and the En-
The result was the Graduate Program in dowment was satisfied that summer semi-
PubUc Historica1 Studies at the University nars were successful from the points of 
of California, Santa Barbara, and, though view of the teachers, the director, and the 
the enterprise had larger purposes, its ob- administering universities. They a1so had 
jectives included those of "greatiy expand- secondary benefits. "Done on a large 
ing professional employment for sca1e," NEH argued, "this program will 
historians" and "keeping graduate study _ have a major impact upon the quaUty of 
aUve [by] insuring that departments of his- teaching and standards of learning in the 
tory ... continue to be places of intellec- small colleges. "3 

tual vitality." Writing about the prograrn a Berman agreed The humanities he 
few years later, Kelley suggested that the wrote later, were in more than an ~conom-
job crisis historians faced might in fact be ic depression, and "one of the by-products 
onIy an identity crisis. The prograrn at of the academic depressiqn was diffusion 
Santa Barbara was bringing "a fresh at- of first-rate people to places which might 
mosphere and an optimistic spirit into a sit- before this not have invested in them." 
uation which, in recent years. had become Much might be accomplished, Berman 
one of depression and 1055 of purpose."l thought, "if institutions had more Uve\y 

As Kelley and Johnson planned, Ronald connection to each other; . . . and if it 
Berman, then chair of the National En- could be suggested that new fields of en-
dowment for the Humanities, was submit
ting to the Congress his agency's estimates 
of appropriations for fiscal year 1976. The 
budget briefing material that supported the 
Endowment' s request explained to the 
Congress the nature of fellowships, their 
scardty in the humanities, and the a~n
cy's experience from 1967 to 1974 with 
fellowship prograrns that responded to in
dividual initiative. That experience showed 
"that in addition to the many scholars who 
are interested in undertaking projects of 
original research and writing and who need 
an opportunity to explore their subjects in
dependently. using widely scattered re
sources, there are many other scholars, 
indeed the large majority (including partic-

continued on page 2 

NCPH Secretariat 
Barbara Howe at West Virginia Univer
sity is the new NCPH Executive Secre
tary. By action of the Executive 
Committee and Board of Directors in 
thcir April meetings, a new NCPH sec
retariat was established (see annual re
porí, p. 3). Inquiries about, the Council 
and its activities may be directed to 
Howe at the Oepartment of History, 
West V'uginia University, Morgantown, 
WV26505. 



NEH eontinued 

terprise were available at a time when 
imagination had run low."4 

That two activities with such similar 
origíns and such mutually supportive goals 
should finally come together is not surpris
ing. That they should do so in T empe, Ari
zona. in a surnmer of three-digit 
temperatures, confirms the" usual fate of 
good intentions. As a result, thirty daunt
less faculty, edged out of Santa Barbara b~ 
the Olympics. spent the month of July in 
pursuit oE public history in an NEH Sum
mer lnstituteat Arlzona- State" University. 
A1l thirty were engaged iri curñculum and 
course development, and all were provided 
an overview oE historians in the business 
sector. historians in policy-setting environ
ments in the pubUc sector. and historians 
as managers and interpreters of cultural re
sources. Divided into three groups, partici
pants worked as tearns with Wes Johnson 
on community history. with Noel Stowe 
and Anna Nelson on the business sector 
and public poUcy. and with Michael Scar
daville and Pat Melvin on cultural resource 
management and historical interpretation. 
Vlsiting speakers represented a range of 
fields for pubUc historians (e.g .• editing) 
and appUcations of public history (e.g., 
media) not covered in depth during the 
formal sessions. Tours of Tucson, Phoenix, 
and north-central Atizona incorporated vis
its to a wide cange oE museums, ruins, and 
exhibits where cultural resource manage
ment was going on for better or for worse 
under the watchful, or not so watchful, eye 
oE managers who could. but didn't always, 
think of themselves as pubUc historians. 

The three tracks chosen for hands-on 
treatment in workshops designed to simu
late the experiences of working pubUc his
tOMns were, like working pubUc historians, 
variously successful. CRM is a relatively ti
dy field with an identifiable bibUography 
and indisputably virtuous goals, but it does 
require cultural resources to manage, and 
here Tempe was not entirely accommodat
ing. The business and pubUc poUcy sectors 
are nearly all-encompassing and their vir
tues nothing like so apparent, but partici
pants in that workshop were too dazed by 
deadUnes and the jargon of deregulation to 
devate much energy to the ethical crises of 

Featured 
Institute Speakers 

Robert Pomeroy, lnter-American Devel
opment Bank; Gordon L Olson, City of 
Grand Rapids; Keith Berwick, Keith 
Berwick Productions; Richard Kohn, 
United States Air Force; Lawrence Mer
iage, Cities Service OU and Gas Corpo
ration; Stanley M. Hordes, State of New 
Mexico; Barbara Howe, Executive Sec
retary, NCPH; Harold Skramstad, Edi
son Institute; vGeorge Smith, Winthrop 
Group, lnc.; Philip L Cantelon, History 
Associates, lnc.; Melvin T. Smith, Utah 
State Historical Society. 

the in-house historian. Community history 
is closest to fields in which sorne partici
pants could claim expertise and opinions of 
their own. They did Moreover, communi
ties are elusive, particularly in Atizona in 
the summer, and, unlike cultural resources, 
their management requires prior consent. 

Did participants, as NEH might have 
hoped, refresh their learning al}d improve 
their ability to convey humanistie under
standing to their students? Probably, for 
whatever other purposes they serve, these 
serninars provide time - time to focus, 
time to assess a range of resources, time to 
accumulate an adequate bibliography, time 
to develop a sense of the whole. Will this 
program have an impact on the quality of 
teaching and the standards of leaming in 
small coUeges (and in the occasional large 
university)?-Maybe, for in this field in par
ticular, it is useful to play the student's 
role, to experience the rhythm of the work, 
the demands of the client, and the interac
tion of the team. Did participants go home 
in an optimistic spirit? They should have, 
for if nothing else, seminars Iike this con
vince us that, with first-rate people, imagi
nation rarely runs low. 

NOTES 

1. Robert KeUey, "Public History: Its 
Origins, Nature, and Prospeets," The 
Fublie Historian 1, 1 (Fall1978): 16-
28. " 

eontinued on page 7 

NHPRC Institute and Fellowships 
The fourteenth annual Institute for Historical Editing is scheduled for June 16-28, 1985, 
in Madison WISConsin. Funded in part by the Andrew W. Mellon Foundation and spon
sored by the National Histotical Publications and Records Commission (NHPRC), the 
State Historical Society of WISConsin, and the University of WISConsin. the institute pro
vides detailed theoretical and practical instruction in documentary editing. Applicants 
should hold a master' s degree in history or American Studies. A Umited number of study 
grants are available. For information and application forros contact the NHPRC, National 
Archives Building, Washington. OC 20408, (202) 724-1616. Application deadUne is 
March 15, 1985. 

eontinued on page 7 

Alaska and Public History 

by Dale Stirling 
Alaska Department of Natural 
Resources 
Despite its small population - a Iittle more 
than half a million people - the state of 
Alaska has a thriving contingent of public 
historians. Even in an era of declining oil 
revenues, funding for public history posi
tions continues, and historians work in a 
variety of cultural resource programs. The 
roots of public history in Alaska date back 
to the early and mid-1970s, when con
cems for the environment began to indude 
concem for the protection of archaeologi
cal and historica1 sites. Three agencies 
shared responsibility for publie history pro
grams then: the Alaska Division of Parks' 
Office of History and Archaeology, the Na
tiona! Park Service, and the University of 
Alaska, Fairbanks, Cooperative Park Stud· 
ies Unil Together, these agencies contrib
uted an understanding of Alaska's historie 
and prehistoric past Most important, the 
agencies became an important part of the 
public domain. By 1979 public history in 
the north had achieved wide public in
volvement and acceptance. But it would 
take the pressing public issue of Iand own
ership to really thrust public history into 
the forefront of Alaskan affajrs. 

In 1978 the Alaska Department of Natu
ral Resources and the Bureau of land 
Management began a debate over the 
ownership of submerged lands. T o assist in 
determining ownership, both agencies 
hired historians to research and write his
torie use reports of the state' s rivers, Iakes, 
and streams. Originally two historians were 
hired by each agency, and by 1981 six 
historians were working on the issue. Na
vigability, overtly an environmentaJ and 
lands issue, had made public history an 
important part of the cultural resource field 
in the 49th state. 

Public history has succeeded in Alaska 
on three levels. First, the various federal 
and state programs have achieved much in 
bringing to the public' s attention the rich 
cultural fabric of Alaska's pasl Second, 
public history has encouraged public par

"ticipation. Third, public historians have be
Come more attuned to communicating with 
others in their profession, surely a most 
important element in furthering the cause 
of public history. 

Where does" the future of public history 
Iie in Alaska? Research will continue into 
Alaska' s past, especially its aboriginal peo
pIes, and those research findings will be 
published 1 believe that local and commu
nity history will become more important in 
the years to come as well. Environmental 
issues rnay continue to involve the public 
historian. But most crucial will be the eon-

continued on page 7 



Annual Report, 1983-84 

National Council on Public History 
by Barbara J. Howe, 
Executive Secretary 

The 1983-84 year began with our first in
ternational meeting in Waterloo, Ontario, 
Canada, in May 1983, introducing Canadi
an and U.S. pubUc historians to their re
spective worlds of public history. The year 
ended with the first joint conference be
tween the NCPH and theOrganization of --. 
American Historians, which was held April 
5-8, 1984, in Los Angeles, California 
Here, we hoped to reach out to all histori
ans to introduce them to public history as 
a thriving part of the historical profession. 
The large number of joint registrants (82 of 
228 registered) indicates that we may have 
succeeded in part, and we will try another 
joint meeting with the OAH in New York 
City in 1986. 

Programs for Educators 
Services for those teaching public histo

ry, or contemplating that step, were one of 
the most important items on the NCPH 
agenda in the past year. The Institute on 
T eaching Public History was funded 
through a grant from the National Endow
ment for the Humanities, and G. Wesley 
Johnson (University of California, Santa 
Barbara), Noel J. Stowe (Atizona State 
Ut:tiversity), Afina K. Nelson (George 
Washington University), Patricia Mooney 
Me1vin (University of Arkansas, Uttle 
Rock), and Michael C. sCardaville (Univer
sity of South Carolina) started many hours 
of meetings to plan the institute, select 
speakers and students, and send out pub
licity. The institute was scheduled for July 
5 through August 3, 1984, at Arizona State 
University and brought together thirty fac
ulty members from institutions across the 
country. The institute's content and con
tacts should enrich the teaching of public 
history courses at the participants' institu
lions in the years ahead. 

The T eaching Public History Newsletter 
was revived this year under the editorial 
direction of Barbara Howe, with editorial 
responsibililies moving from the University 
of California, Santa Barbara, to West Vir
ginia University. The first issue was pub
lished in September 1983 and sent to 
approximately 400 individuals who had 
been previous subscribers or had shown 
interest in pubUc history prograrns through 
the syUabus exchange described below. A 
large mailing to advertise the Institute on 
T eaching Public History was very impor
tant in generating subscriptions. That mail
ing, plus distribution of leaflets at various 
professional meetings, produced a sub
~ption list of about 100 people willing to 

pay $5 for three issues per year. Winter 
and spring issues were also published at 
WVU. The fall 1984 issue will end the first 
subscription year, and we will then decide 
whether we should keep 1PHN as a sepa
rate publication or merge it with the NCPH 

.. Newsletter. (The-revival of 1PHN was to 
be on a one-year trial basis.) 

In addition to the 1PHN and the insti
tute, NCPH's syUabus exchange continued 
for those interested in teaching public his
tory, and this has proved to be a popular 
and inexpensive project for the Councü. 
The free exchange depends on those . 
teaching courses submitting their syUabi, 
which are then photocopied and sent to 
anyone requesting them. Advertisements in 
various professional journals and flyers at 
meetings have generated 28 requests for 
syUabi in the 1983-84 year from individu
als and institutions around the country and 
from Australia. The exchange currently in
eludes approximately 30 syUabi for intro
ductory courses, and c\asses in areas such 
as archival management, museum adminis
tration, historical editing, and public policy. 
Contributions of new syUabi are always 
we\comed 

FinaUy, NCPH's slide show, "History 
Goes Public," is available for those inter
ested in teaching public history or planning 
a program for history students. This 18-
minute program is designed as a general 
introduction to public history. We stiU need 
to promote this program more - there 
were onIy three renta1s and three purchas
es in 1983-84. However, we have received 
enough orders to cover the original pur
chaseJproduction costs and have therefore 
lowered the renta! fee to $35 and the pur
chase price to $100 to promote more use 
of the program; this can be done and still 
cover the costs of reproducing the show 
through West Virginia University's Com
munications Office. 

Thus, providing support to pubUc history 
educators was one of our most visible and 
successful efforts in the past year. How
ever, it can by no means be our only ef
fort, since it ignores the many other 
constituencies of NCPH who are not in the 
classroom. 

Publications 
Our publications program provides one 

of our best member services for aU mem
bers of NCPH and, through libraries, to 
unknown numbers of others who use our 
publications. First and foremost, The Craft 

ol Pub/ic History was published in Decem
ber 1983, in time for the American Histori
cal Association's book exhibit December 
28-30. Published by Greenwood Press, 
this title should serve as a standard refer
ence source for all interested in pubUc his-
tory. NCPH extends its heartiest thanks -
and congratulations to David T rask and 
Robert Pomeroy for their untiring efforts as 
general editors of the book and equal 
thanks and congratulations to aU the 
subeditors who worked with them on the 
project for so long. 

The NCPH Newsletter appeared twice 
during the year, as a joint surnmer-faU is
sue and a winter issue, under the able di
rection of Noel Stowe, Beth Luey, and the 
students in the historical editing program at 
Arlzona State University. The summer-faU 
issue featured an essay on "History's Fu
ture: A British View" by Peter J. Beck, 
Principal Lecturer in International History 
at Kingston Polytechnic, and news about 
our upcoming conference in Los Angeles. 
Extra copies of this issue were printed for 
distribution at the American Historical As
sociation meeting. The winter issue, distrib· 
uted at the Organization of American 
Historians-NCPH meeting in April, also 
featured our annual meeting, along with 
notes on new programs and new publica
tions of interest 

The Public Historian continued to be 
published as the joumal of NCPH under 
the editorialleadership of G. Wesley John
son and by the University of California 
Press. The four issues during the year in
cluded sections on research, issues and 
analysis, and book reviews, along with film 
and exhibit reviews, roundtable discus
sions, interviews, "new directions" articles, 
and review essays. Articles on historians 
and the American military, history and for
eign poUcy, the promotion and tenure eri
teria for faculty in appUed history, 

.• corporate archives, and historical novels 
; fiUed the pages of the journal. The faU 
1983 issue (vol 5, no. 4) was a special is
sue focusing on local history, guest-edited 
by Dr. John A Williarns of the National 
Endowment for the Humanities. Through 
the cooperation of the University of Cali
fornia Press, it appears that earlier sub
scription problems are now under control. 
As the year ended, NCPH, the University 
of California at Santa Barbara and the 
University of California Press began a se
ries of discussions and negotiations leading 
to a clearer agreement among aU parties 
involved in the pubUcation of this journal. 



FREE continued 

fear of risking passage of the measure. Re
sistance to these two points had been ,par
ticularly strong from the T reasury and 
Justice Departments. 

Senator Roth implied that IRS had 
mends on the Finance Committee that 
could conceivably take steps to prevent the 
final passage of the Conference Report if 
those sections remained in the bilI. Senator 
Roth further stressed that the Senate had 
understood this to be a reorganizational 
and not a reform biII and that they had not 
held hearings on those sections of the 
House bilI. 

English replied that while he was most 
reluctant to drop these two provisions from 
the bilI, he would agree to do so with the 
understanding that the Conference Report 
would include the following words: uThe 
conferees note that under current law the 
Archivist has substantial records inspection 
and determination responsibililíes. The 
conferees fully expect all agencies of the 
Govemment to cooperate with the Archi
vist in his discharge of those responsibili
ties." This Ianguage did appear in the 
Conference Report (Congressional Re
cord, October 1, 1984, p. H 10593). 

Furthermore, the Conference Committee 
did agree to retain the House amendment 
that specifies that in any case in which the 
head of an agency does not initiate an ac
líon at the Archivist's request for recovery 
of unlawfully removed records, the Archi
vist of the United States shall request that 
the Attomey Genera! initiate such an ac
líon and shall notify Congress when such a 
request has been made. 

English indicated that he will plan to 
hold hearlngs next year on the two meas
ures that were dropped from the legislation 
and that he hopes that the .act can be 
amended next session to inc\ude these 
items. 

On October 3 the Senate passed the 
Conference Report The House approved 
the measure on October 4. 

The National Archives and Records 
Administration Act becomes effective April 
1,1985. 

HAGLEY PROGRAM 

Call for Applicants 

The Hagley Museum and Ubrary, in coop
eration with the University of Delaware, 
jointly sponsor The Hagley Program in the 
HistOIy of Industrial America, a two-year or 
four-year program leading either to an 
MA or a Ph.D. degree for students inter
ested in careers as professionals in mu
seurns and historical agencies or as college 

NEH continued 

2. National Endowment for the Humani
tieso FY 1976 Budget Briefing Material, 
voL 1, Program Data (Subrnitted to the 
Congress, February 1975), p. H-38. 

3. \bid., p. H-40. 
4. Ronald Berman, Culture and Politics 

(University Press of America, Ine., 
1984), pp. 88-90. 

The Institute was divided into severa! ac
tivities. Moming plenary sessions gave the 
five Institute faculty the opportunity to ex
plore their respective areas of interest 
Aftemoon workshop sessions divided the 
participants into 3 groups and focused on 
a project sirnulation experience. Severa! 

Institute Participants 

other sessions focused on curriculum and 
course development Featured speakers 
spent at least one ~ day on campus with 
participants and gave formal evening pre
sentalíons. Local speakers participated in 
workshops, supplemented plenary discus
sions, or guided participants along on the 
severa! tours - in T empeJPhoenix: an in
famous walking tour of Tempe, and ex
tended visits to the Central Arizona 
Museum, Heard Museurn, Heritage 
Square, Tempe Historical Museum; in Tuc
son: Arizona Heritage Center, Center for 
Creative Photography, Arizona-Sonora De
sert Museurn; in Prescott Sharlot Hall Mu
seum; in Jerome: town center and Phelps
Dodge open pit mine; along the Arizona 
road: Tuzigoot and Montezuma's CastIe 
Monuments plus Sedona 

Alfred J. Andrea, University of Vermont; Bess Beaty, Shorter College; Kathleen 
Berkeley, University of North Carolina at Wilrnington; Joseph L Brent IlI, University 
of the District of Columbia; Jeffrey Paul Brown, New Mexico State University; Allen 
Carden, Biola University; Gary W. Daily, Indiana State University; Cullom Davis, San
gamon State University; Barbara J. Flint, Howard University; John J. Fox, Salem State 
College; Calvin W. Gower, St Cloud State University; Gary Huxford, Westem Ore
gan State College; David T. Javersak, West Uberty State College; Anne C. Kaplan, 
Northem lllinois University; Phyllis K Leffler, T ennessee State University; Arthur D. 
Martínson, Padfic Lutheran University; Martín V. Melosi, University of Houston; Fred
ric M. MilIer, Temple University; Harmon Mothershead, Northwest Missouri State Uni
versity; Gene Mueller, Lewis-Clark State College; Stephen M. Payne, San Jose State 
University; Sister Justine Peter, O.S.F., Cardinal Stritch College; Philip B. Scranton, 
Rutgers University, Camden; John A. Tilley, East Carolina University; Vi[lcent Vinikas, 
University of Arkansas at UttIe Rack; Michael Glen Wade, Appalachian State Universi
ty; Judith Wellman, State University of New York; Dale Yoder, Albright College; Law
rence H. Zimmer, Kean College of New Jersey. 

NHPRC continued 

The NHPRC will also offer three history fellowships in 1985, with funds provided in 
part by the Andrew W. Mellon Foundation. Successful candidates will receive a stipend of 
$15,000, plus $3,000 toward fringe benefits and other expenses, and wiII spend 10 
months in training at a documentary publication project 

Partícipating projects are The Papers 01 Joseph Henry (The Smithsonian Institution, 
Washington, OC), The Papers 01 Robert Morris (Queens College, Flushing, NY), and The 
Corresponden ce 01 James K Poik (Vanderbilt University, NashvilIe). Applicants should 
hold a Ph.D. or have completed all requirements for the doctorate except the disserta
tion. Further information and application forms are available from NHPRC. Application 
deadline is March 15, 1985. 

teachers. The Hagley Program's acadernic 
focus is on the social history of American 
industrializalíon. Within a wide-ranging his
tory program, Hagley Fellows study the 
context and consequences of economic 
and technological change wrought by in
dustrialization, including Its impact on the 
lives of American workers. 

Deadline for application is February l. 
For informalíon about the program and fi
nandal aid write: Brian Greenberg, Coor
dinator, The Hagley Program in the 

History of Industrial America, The Hagley 
Museum and Ubrary, P.O. Box 3630, Wil
mington, DE 19807. 

AlASKA continued 

tribution of publlc history to a broader 
statewide acceptance of the state's role in 
the de..,elopment of westem America 1 al
so fervently hope that sorne day soon a 
public history program will be included in 
the curriculum of the statewide university 
system or in a prlvate university. 
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· Also during 1983-84, Robert Pomeroy 
and the Center for the Study of History 
produced a chart entitled UCareers for 
Graduates In History" to show students the 
varlety of careers available to them. En
dorsed by the NCPH and 11 other histori
cal associations; more than 6,bOO charts 
have already been distributed. 

Annual Conference 
As noted aboYe, our 1984 conference was 
held In Los Angeles. From April 5-8, we 
explored uThe Diversity of Public History," 
with sessions concentrating on careers, his
torians In cultural resource management, 
the media, mlnórities aitd publichistory, 
and other topies. Severa! jolnt sessions 
were held with the Organization of Ameri
can Historians, with NCPH "adopting" 
sessions for the OAH that fit our interests. 
NCPH also organized jolnt workshops on 
promotion and tenure, currlculum develop
ment, and ethies that were co-sponsored 
by the OAH. NCPH-only sessions were 
held from Friday afternoon, April 6, 
through Sunday moming, April 8, with a 
banquet Friday evenlng that featured Jeb 
Rosebrook of Wamer Brothers and televi
sion producer Stan Margulies. Rosebrook 
was producer and writer for uThe Yellow 
Rose," and Margu1ies produced "Roots" 
and uThom Birds." NCPH registration to
taled 146, in addition to the 82 joint OAH
NCPH registrants. Attendance was not as 
high as expected, possibly owing to the 
high cost of meeting in Los Angeles and 
the fact that both the OAH and AHA met 
on the West Coast 

Representative sessions from the pro
grarn focused on "Local History and Oral 
History: Unldng the University, The Com
munity and The School" Goint OAH
NCPH}, uMinority Issues in Public Histo
ry," uThe Historian as Federa! Employee," 
uHistory and Public Policy: T oward a New 
Synthesis," UThe City as Laboratory for 
Public History," "Too Close for Comfort? 
Academic Historians in Community Pro
jects," uCareer Opportunities in Public 
History," uThe Labor Aspect in Public His
tory," and "Cultural Resource Surveys: 
BIack History and Antebellum Architecture 
in Missourl." Discussion was lively at all 
the sessions, and the workshops on curric
ulum development and ethies drew partic
ularly large and Interested crowds. 

John Porter Bloom and Barbara Howe 
pIanned the program for the annual meet
ing, worlóng with Ira Berlin and Dorothy 
Ross, co-chairs of the OAH programo Larry 
de Graff handled the complex task of local 
arrangements and coordination with the 
OAH. Shelly Bookspan, Howard Holter, 
G. Wesley Johnson, Rita Lynch, Paul 
Soifer, and Raymond Starr assisted in 
planning the meeting, as did students, 
work-studyassistants, secretaries and oth
etS at West VIrginia University, the Univer
sity of the Pacific, and California State 

University-Fullerton. Many thanks 90 to all 
thase involved in pIanning the program 
and, particularly, to Mary Belding, who 
handles all the conference arrangements 
for the OAH and patiently helped us coor
dinate our efforts with them. 

The NCPH has dedded to meet with the 
OAH agaln in New York In 1986, and 
plans are already well underway. Deborah 
Gardner and Daniel Walkowitz will be 
heading the efforts for the NCPH. Al
though the joint conference went well this 
year, sorne felt that we were not visible 
enough in the larger crowd of the OAH, 
and we need to cQnsider that in our future 
p1anning for joint events. 

Meanwhile, Amita Jones and Noel 
Stowe are working on the 1985 confer
ence to be held April 25-27 in Phoenix, 
Arizona. This will be a joint meeting with 
the board of the Public Works Historical 
Society, the Coordinating Committee for 
History in Atizona, and the Southwest Oral 
History Assodation. T o aid these future 
endeavors, Howe, Bloom, and de Graaf 
have produced the first NCPH uconference 
manual," based on their experiences this 
year. 

Organization 
At the April 1984 board meeting, the di
rectors of NCPH voted that the organiza
tion should become a membership 
organization. Assodates, who previously 
only received The Publie Historian and 
NCPH NewsJetter, will become fulI mem
bers, still through their subscriptions to The 
Publie Historiañ, and will now be eligible 
to vote. Most assodates propably a1ways 
thought of themselves as members, but 
they will now have a more active role in 
the organization. This changes the NCPH 
from a counci! of elected board members 
to a fulI professional organization of sorne 
900 members. 

At the same time that NCPH gave mem
bers a vote for new members of the board 
of directors, it took away the officers' right 
to vote at board meetings. The April board 
meeting dedded that the four officers 
would pay the $100 annual dues that all 
directors pay but that they would not be 
members of the board. 

During 1983-84, most of the executive 
functions of NCPH were carried out 
through the resources of the Pennsylvania 
Historical and Museum Comrriission, which 
Larry TISe, chair of NCPH, heads. This or
ganization provided much support for the 
organization by donating phone, printing, 
travel, and other expenses, thereby irn
proving the finances of NCPH. Also, Don
na Munger, a staff member at PHMC, was 
encouraged to spend many hours on ad
ministrative projects for the council, trying 
to organize and coordinate the numerous 
separate and scattered projects of the 
organization. 

T o further centralize operations of the 
NCPH, the board decided to establish an 
executive secretariat, beginnlng In June 
1984. Noel Stowe, Ted Karamanski, and 
Donna Munger formed the cornmittee to 
review proposa1s for the secretariat during 
1983-84 and recommended to the execu
tive committee In April that the proposa! 
from West Vu:ginia University and Barbara 
Howe be accepted That action was ratified 
at the April board meeting. As executive 
secretary, Howe will be responsible for 
working with NCPH committees, handling 
daily finandal transactions, providing sup
port services for the conferences, and co-

-ordinating major projects of NCPH, 
particularly a survey of public historians 
leading to the publication of a directory 
and a survey of public history programs in 
the U.S. The latter project will be handled 
In cooperation with the Curriculum and 
T raining Committee. The secretaria!' s tenn 
is for three years, with annual reviews by 
the executive committee and board. 

Ethics 
One of the more controversial issues for 
NCPH in the past year has been the de
velopment of acode of ethies for pubUc 
historians. As a result of the lively discus
sions on this issue at the Waterloo meet
ing, Ted Karamansld, Al Hurtado, and Roy 
Lopata formed a committee to draft acode 
of ethies and have it ready for review by 
the 1984annual meeting. The code was 
presented at the joint OAH-NCPH work
shop and produced one of the more inter
esting discussion sessions of the 
conference. The consensus, however, was 
that we were not ready to adopt this specif
ic code of ethies - nor were we ready to 
drop the idea completely. Agreeing to the 
idea of acode of ethies, fue board asked 
the committee to continue to study the 
issue. 

Credits 
NCPH is a volunteer organization. As such, 
it cannot operate without the time and tal
ents of many of its members. At the risk of 
excluding someone who has contributed 
m.uch to the organization, NCPH would 
Iike to offer its thanks to Larry TIse as out-
90ing chairpetSOn, to Noel Stowe and Beth 
Luey as NewsJetter editors, to G. Wesley 
Johnson as editor of The Pub/ic Historian 
and to Lindsey Reed as his able assistant, 
to the five faculty members of the Institute 
on Teaching Public History, to Phi! Cante
Ion as executive director of NCPH, to 
Donna Munger for her many contributions 
during 1983-84, to Larry de Graaf and 
John Bloom for their work on the annual 
meeting, to Robert Pomeroy and David 
Trask for their work on The Craft 01 Pub/ic 
History, arld to Jina Secreto, the public 



.. 
history secretary at West VIrginia Universi
ty, as well as to aD the board members and 
officers for the past year who have contrib
uted so greatly to the organization. 

Conclusion 
The Craft 01 Public History is out, the Insti
tute on T eachlng Public History ended In 
August, the careers chart is ready for distri
bution, the secretariat is functionlng, for
mation of a cade oí ethiés is progressing, 
we have a newsletter and joumal oí whIch 
we can be proud, and we are a member
srup organization now. Much has been ac
complished that we can view with prlde. 
But we must look to the future and recog
nize that we are more than a board and an 
amorphous group of joumal/newsletter 
subscribers. We must provide services to 
OUT members, such as the projected direc
tory of public historians and guIde to pub
lic history prograrns. We must continue to 
make our daily operations increasingly 
professional and must always be reaching 
out for new constituencies and to other or
ganizations that share at least sorne of our 
Interests. Todo this, we wiIl need the ac
tive involvement of many more members 
and the financial support of Interested par
tieso NCPH has passed Its fourth anniver
sary. We are coming out oí the crltica1 time 
perlad for a1l new organizations and need 
to determine our future programs and 
prospects based on our past experiences 
and a c1ear vision oí our future needs. 

Reception and Meetings 
Chicago, AHA Meeting 

NCPH invites members and mends to a 
reception, December 28, 7:30-11:00 
p.m. In the Gold Coast Room, West 
Tower, Hyatt Regency. 

The NCPH Board wiIl meet Decem
ber 29,4:30-6:30 p.m. In the Stetson 
Suite, West Tower, Hyatt Regency. 

The NCPH Executive CommIttee will 
meet December 27 (time to be an
nounced) and 28 (4:45-7:00) In the 
Holl Suite, Hyatt Regency. 

NOW AVAILABLE 
FOR RESEARCHERS, SCHOLARS, ANO UBRARIANS 

TI-IE FffiST MAJOR SOURCEBOOK ANO BIBlIOGRAPHY 
ON PUBlIC HISTORY 

THE CRAFT OF PUBlIC HISTORY: 
An Annotated Select Bibliography 

David F. Trask and Robert W. Pomeroy 1lI, General Editors 
Prepared Under the Auspices of the National Council on Public History 

The Craft 01 Public History, an intraduction and basic guIde to the literature of 
public history, has wide applicability both inside and outside academIc ctrc1es and 
should be read by aD those interested in the application of historlca1 methods In 
other areas. 

Order from: Greenwood Press, 88 Post Road West, P.O. Box 5007, Westport, 
CT 06881. $49.95, prepaid 

TI-IE NATIONAL COUNCIL ON PUBlIC HISTORY 
announces the availability of 

HISTORY GOES PUBLIC 
A sUde-tape presentation showing opportunities in pubUc 

history-ideaI for classroom and seminar use. 

Available In 'one carousel with an accompanying cassett!! tape. The cassette 
must be used with a synchronizer, either bullt into the slide projector or 

attached to it, and a tape recorder. Simple to use and inexpensive to rent or 
purchase. 

$35 Rental, $100 Purchase 

For information and rentaJ or purchase arrangements contact Barbara Howe, 
Department of History, West Virginia University, Morgantown, WV 26506 

National Council on Public History 

I wish to support the goals and activities 01 the National Council on Public History. I 
understand that 1 will receive The Pub/ic Historian and the National Council's 
newsletter. 
Patron 
Institutional Sponsor 
Individual Sponsor 
Institutional Member 
Individual Member 
Student Member 

$ 275.00 ___ _ 
$ 125.00 ___ _ 
$ 125.00 ___ _ 
$ 25.00 ___ _ 
$ 17.50 ___ _ 
$ 1l.00 ___ _ 

Contributions to the National Council on Public History are tax deductible within the 
Umits 01 the law. 
N~ _______________________________ _ 

~-----------------------

Patroos and Sponsors make checks out too 
National Council on Public History 

and retum too 
Executive Secretary 
National CoundJ on Public History 
Department of History 
West Virginia Universlty 
Morgantown. WV 26506 

Members make out checks too 
The Regents of the Universlty of 

California 
and return to: 

Universlty of California Press 
2120 Berkeley Way 
Berkeley. CA 94720 



Recent Publications 
by Steven M. Bailey 

History lor the Public: A Report on the 
Historians-in-Residence Program, The New 
York Historical Resources Center, Comell 
UnivetSity, and The lnstitute for Research 
in History (Comell UniversitY, 1983). 

As Its subtitle suggests, History lor the 
Public reports on the historians-in-resi
dence program, which had its inception in 
1978. But this work also ineludes essays 
wrUten by historians attending an NEH 
1983 Surnmer Institute on Historians, Uni
versities, and Communities held at Comell. 

In his opening amcIe ("Divergent Paths: 
Academic Historians and PubUc Historical 
Agencies"), G. David Bromberg describes 
the intent of the two experimental pro
grams: to effect cooperation and coUabora
tlon between academicians and pubUc 
hlstory practltioners. Accordingly, the re
port is divided into two sections, each 
stressing academic or pubUc history. 

The first exhibits works of historians in
volved in the residence program; the focus 
is on historlcal case studies and ineludes 
severa! New York state group and commu
n1ty social histories. The artieles ofien in
elude practlcal inforrnation for the working 
historian as well as descriptions of 
methodologies. 

The second section, consisting of seled
ed essays from the Summer Institute, is in
tended to benefit, through its emphasis on 
theory, both universities and pubUc histori
cal agencies. The ameles discuss the new 
socia1 history, the use of documentary ma
terials in college elassrooms, and the issue 
of gender as a parameter in community 
history. 

Historians and Fúmmakers: Toward CoI
Iaboration, Sarbara Abrash and Janet 
Stemburg (New York: The lnstitute for Re
search in History, 1983): 50 pp. 

In a roundtable discussion held at New 
York University's Institute for the Humani
ties in October 1982, more than 30 histori
ans and filmmakers (writers, directors, 
producers, and photographers) discussed 
ÍS$Ues related to the rendering of history on 
film and videotape. Abrash and Stemburg, 
In their Introduction, stress that the sym-

The NewsIetter of the National Counci1 
on PubUc History is pubUshed four 
times each year. Coeditors of the 
NCPH NewsIetter are Beth Luey and 
Noel Stowe of Arizona State University. 
Steven M. Bailey was editorial assistant 
for this issue. Copy for the NewsIetter 
should be sent to: NCPH Newsletter, 
Graduate Program In PubUc History, 
Department of History, Atizona State 
University, Tempe, A2 85287. 

CALLS FOR PAPERS 
American Studies 
Association 1985 
Martha Santa, Program Committee Chair 
for the tenth biennial American Studies As
sociation Convention, to be held October 
31-November 3, 1985, in San Diego is ac
cepting proposals for individual papers, 
complete sessions, workshops, panels, and 
other professlonal contributions to the pro
gramo The Program Committee will review 
proposals that address one aspect or an
other of the convention's main theme
Boun&nes in American Cultüré:-Particular .. 
attention will be given to proposals falling 
under any of the following subthemes: The 
Arts (popular, high, and functional), PubUc 
Support and PubUc PoUcies, Folklore and 
FolkUfe, American Ethnicity and Gender 
Identities, Cross-Cultura! Re1ationsIInterna
tional Perspectives, Exploding the Canons 
(e.g., autobiography into fiction; lost and 
still undiscovered forms; bridging the disci
pUnes; ideology of pubUcation and cIiti
dsm; openlng the curriculum), and 
Geographies and Ideologies. For format in
formation about submitting proposals con
tact the American Studies Association, 307 
College HalVCO, Unlversity of Pennsylva
nia, PhUadelphia, PA 19104, (215) 898-

posium "was less ábout solutions and 
more about the articulation of problems 
and possibilities ... " In the four discus
sions that follow, the pamdpants examine 
hístorical accuracy in film, the use of lan
guage and image, the actual production of 
"The Retum of Mamn Guerre," and the 
directions historical film is Ukely to take in 
this decade. 

Joumal lor the South AJiican Plan lor Re
search in the Human Sdences, voL 14, 1 
(Pretoria: Human Sdences Research 
Council, 1984). 

In his recent artiele, "T owards More 
Meaningful HistoIical Research," South Af-

NCPH Newsletter 
3914 Harrison Street, NW 
Washington, OC 20015 

Arizona State University 
Departrnent of History 
T empe, A2 85287 

5408, or Professor Martha Santa, Chair, 
American Studies Association Program 
Cornmittee, Department of EngUsh, 2225 
Rolfe Hall, University of California at Los 
Angeles, Los Angeles, CA 90024. DeadUne 
for submitting proposals is January 15, 
1985. 

NCPH 1986 
The National Counci1 on PubUc History will 
be meeting jointly with the Organization of 
American Historians in New York City, 
April 9-12, 1986.The NCPH Program 
Cornmittee invites submissions of complete 
sessions or workshops and individual pa
pers; complete sessions wiIl be given pref
erence. Proposals may be on any aspect oC 
the practice of history, substantive re
search, or issues of concem to the profes
sion. Proposa1s should inelude a two-page 
synopsis of the issues to be addressed and 
their development by each partidpant 
Sessions should include no more than five 
participants. Three copies of proposals and 
vitas for a1l paneUsts should be sent to 
NCPH Co-Chair Deborah S. Gardner, The 
Institute for Research in History, 432 Park 
Avenue South, New York, NY 10016. 
DeadUne for submissions is March 1, 1985. 

rican historian A.G. Obherholster suggests 
that histoIians can make their research 
more relevant by becoming more sensitive 
to contemporary issues. The author recom
mends that historians concentrate on ne
g1ected but vital areas of research and 
investiga te the antecedent processes and 
structures of contemporary problems. Ob
herholster cites how the opposition of 
South African historians to that country' s 
racial poUdes has led them to interpret the 
present in ways that can provide some
thing of use to policymakers, as David F. 
Trask has suggested. The pubUcation 
comeS from the Institute for Research De
velopment, Private Sag X270, Pretoria 
0001. 
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