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Council Joins Feds at Washington Conference 
~~~71r--'~II~r7~~~--1 

ccherry blossom time in Washington, D.C.-the 
season of folk festivals, parades down Penn­
sylvania Avenue, and the meeting of scholar­

ly minds'at the annual conference, April24-26. The rfl"lI~:'lII 
conference, sponsored jointIy by NCPH and the 
Society for . History in the Federal Government 
(SHFG), is an opportunity for two groups with much. 
in common to:explore their mutual concern for the 
wider use of history in public institutions. There is 
no better chance for professors to meet practi­
tioners, archivists to understand patrons, consultants 
to make contacts, or students to enter the world of 
public history through experiences of those who live 
it day-to-day. 

. The program wiII reflec~ the diversity and in creas­
ing sophistication of historical work in the public 
sector. Sessions will examine strategies for success 
in scholarly and commercial publishing, advances 
in archival science, the criteria for identifying land­
rnarks in American women's history, historical ap­
proaches to cultural resource management, govern­
ment history as poliey analysis, how to bring ideas 
to Iife in museum exhibits, the interpretation of si tes 
in national parks, and the federal perspective on 
writing organizational history from inside the 
organization. Other topies inelude Eleanor 
RooseYelt's favorite resettIement homestead, Ar­
thurdale, West Virginia, and the exhibition of public 
works. 
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History program reveals public policy's "universal process, l1 

interweaving political, economic and social eJements. 

by Daniel Greer 

A. ttempting to understand the present 
ft through lessons of the past is an ad­
vantage gained in the study of history. 
That understanding ean be applied to 
poliey scienee when the use and misuse 
of analogies, trend analysis, and the eon­
textof momentous decisions are 
investigated. 

Historical seholarship and publie 
poliey come together at the University 
of California, Santa Barbara, in a unique 
new undergraduate program founded by 
Robert Kelley, the man who launehed 
the publie history movement at the 
masters'level a decade ago. Through the 
history of publie policy major, now in its ' 
third year, thirty UC Santa' Barbara 
undergraduates are the first in the na­
tion to study publie poliey by looking at 
pivotal debates in Europe, America, and 
tbird world eountries from antiquity to 
presento 

Great Issues in the History of Public 
Policy, a requirement for freshman, is a 
team-taught course that looks at a dif­
ferent policy issue each week. It begins 
with a review of the Athenian decision 
to launch a military expedition against 
Syracuse 2500 years ago, on the island 
of Sicily. Thucydides provides so urce 
material that debates the issue on both 
sides, then students argue implementa-

Santa Barbara's Robert Kelley 

tion. A guest historian, in this case one 
who specializes in ancient Greece, pro­
vides a lecture explaining the final deci-

- sion. Subsequent weeks are filled with 
similar exercises. The second century, 
B.C., Roman land policy controversy 
that erupted in civil war, the Magna 
Charta, Protestant Reformation, and 
eontroversy in Elizabethan England are 
sorne of the poliey issues that are 
reworked by students. A modern con­
troversy over water management in 
California-flood control in the 
Sacramento Valley-provides the finale. 

Kelley explains that the idea is to 
highlight for the students that publie 
poliey is something that has been made 
in many different plaees and situations 
throughout time. Students gain an 
understanding of the publie policy pro­
cess by tbis method of eomparative 
analysis. 

The history of public policy has its 
own philosophic base, aceording to 
Kelley. "We believe that by teaehing 
people the history of publie policy ... they 
will come to a beUer understanding of 
the making of [it] than if they studied 
poiitieal sdenee-where all they would 
do is study how they make publie poliey 
in the Offiee of Management and 
Budget, in the President's office in 
WashiQgton, or how laws are made in 
Congress, or something 01 that nature." 

Historians, aecording to Kelley, "are 
pluralistic; we are ecleetic; we are mueh 
more holistic than the other fields. 
Besides which, we're time oriented and 
we show how public policy and the pro­
cess of making public poliey have evo Iv­
ed over time. Therefore, students who 
study it and then go out into journalism 
or politics or law or government, or in­
to academic or publie history, unders­
tand the process better than if they had 
studied public poliey in the political 
science department." O 
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Robert Kelley. The Shaping '01 the America~' ~ to 'WeSt~~reland's plan. As he la ter observed, 
~1~~il . Past, Two volumes (Englewood Clitfs, NJ: :."Now we were committed to major combat in 

, Prentice-HaJl, 1986)1:763. ,:. - ',:: :.~: : :';'. Vietnam. ~ The "nation-lJuildingN poJides 01 JoOO 
- Lyndon Johnson received almost unanimous: Kennedy were doomed •. They had reJied on 
advice Irom everyone elsé to plunge ahead.;, working with the vilJages and had stressed the 
Vietnam, he was con'vinced, was connected . need lo avoid the massive destrucliveness 01 

" "with everytlúng else in the world. nHe Jater, all-out conventional miJitary operations. There 
.' explained: . '.' '. '- ," - . ; - '" , ~7 ,.' were lew supporters lor Iros poJicy lelt in the 

"JI we ran out on Southeast Asia, l could see . government. Indeed, the American pubJic at 
trouble ahead in every part 01 the globe-not ,/arge was in no mood to accept defeat, as in 
just in Asia but in the MiddJe &st and in Europe, 1965 appeared possible at any momento Lyn­
in Alrica and Lalin America. l was convinced don Johnson was determined not to become 

, , that our retreat /rom tlús challenge would open "the first American president to lose a war." 
the path to World War III...A divisive debate South Vietnam, therefore, was inundated with 
over 'who lost Vietnam' would .• Jnevitably in- American troops (Irom 21,000 at the beginning 
crease isolalionist pressures from the right and : 011965 to over 550,000 in 1968), aircraft, im­
Irom the left and cause a pulling back from oür"':: menseAnierican military bases, and torrents 

. . . . . commitment in Europe and the Middle &st as . ~: . 01 American. money. By 1969, total expen-
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• ~~ OAH Round Table .. "" 
By Barbara J. Howe, Executive Secretary 

P1ans are underway lor a "~cond 
annual" NCPH luncheon at the April 

meeting of the Organization ol 
American Historians' in Philadelphia. 
Check the lorthcoming OAH program 
booklet lor details. If you do not receive 
the program but would like to attend the 
luncheon, please let me know. We 
would especially like to see our 
Philadelphia ar~ members at this evento 
As "usual," if twice can become "usual," 
this will be a round table discussion for­
mat so that we can meet informally, get 
acquainted, ,and share our ideas. 

Send me your NCPH files. We will sort 
and forward these files to the Council's 
archives at the University of Colorado, 
our new repository. Help us keep these 
records as complete as possible. When 
someone 90wn the road writes the our 
100th anniversary history, all of you 
who were "here in the .beginning" will 
get due credit! We'U appreciate your 
help with this matter, and please call me . 

a;ou have any' questions. 
wtvest VIrginia University's agreement 

with NCPH to house the secretariat ex­
pires this sprlng. Both WVU and NCPH 
may want to review the agreement and 
decide how to proéeed. If there is an in­
stitution that is interested in submitting 
a pro posa! to house the secretariat­
either instead of WVU or in competition 
with WVU's proposal-please talk to me 
or Mike Scardaville. O 
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~"""'J History promotes the application ol ... _ 
historical scholarsbip' outside the univern-;' 

.,: ty _ in govemment, buSiness, historical .', 
" societies, preservation organizations,ar- :: 
.. chives, h'brarles;prolessional associations, '.::, 
.: and public interest groupi Fordetails con- >. 
. tact .NCPH <llair' Michae1' Scardaville,;';: 
~,HistoÍy Departmen~University ol South ;'~:' 
'Carofuia, "Columbia,':SC -29208 (803) '.: 

: 777-761l0rViceChaiiAmitaJoneS,5313 ~ 
"~HeÜiPsteád RcL:LOuisville; KY 40207 (502f-· 
".896-8186. For rneritbemñp information con-:.~--· 
:' bct Executive Secretary Barbara Howe, ._ 

History Department, West VlI'ginia Univer-~' 
'sity;- Morgantown,' 'IN 26506(304) ." 

For change of addresswrlte UC .: 
2120 Berke1ey Way. Berke1ey CA -,-

94720. Copy for Pubúc 1ústory News should -
be sent to Todd ShaIlal, History Depart·· , 
menl, BoiseState University, 1910 Univer- - . 

. sity'Dr ~ Boise, ID 83725 (208) 385-3701. The . 

sp~g de,aclline:.~.~_~~ ?:~~:,:.~':y:' 
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See you al lhe Washington Hyatt lor this year's conlerence, April 24-26, 

Council Submits Proposal lo NEH 
by Michael C. Scardaville, Chair 

T he National Council recentIy has 
embarked on an etfort to secure 

grant monies to support its mission and 
meet the needs of its diverse member­
ship. Arnita Jones, the Vice-chair, is 
making plans to submit a proposal to the 
National Endowment for the Humanities 
to fund the preparation of a research 
guide to corporate archives. She intends 
to meet with interested historians and 
archivists at the ·annual conference in 
Washington to discuss the organiZation 
and implementation of this valuable 
project. 

In a related action, the Council submit­
ted a NEH proposallast fallo This $14,867 
grant will ~nable the NCPH to plan a 
series of workshops focusing on the in­
tegration of historical scholarship and 
methodology into the public policy pro­
cess at local and state levels. The 
workshops will be held in conjunction 
with conferences of major professional 
organizations that plan an active role in 
policy formulation. The proposed 
workshop format will consist ol presen­
tations and discussions led by historical 
scholars experienced in the field ol 
public policy and in relevant historical 
subject areas. NEH planning funds will 
allow for the further refinement ol ad­
ministrative and logistical details, in­
cluding the identification ol cooperating 
prolessional organizations and the selec­
tion ol historians willing to participate 
in the workshops. The Council intends 
to submit an implementation grant pro-

posal to NEH upon completion ol the 
grant perlod in August 1987. 

A distinguished group of historians ex­
perienced in both historical and policy 
circIes have agreed to- serve on the plan. 
ning grant cornmittee: Martin Melosi, 
Project Director (University of Houston­
University Park), William Barnes (Na­
tional League of Cities), Roy Lopata 
(Newark, Delaware, Planning Depart­
ment), Anna Nelson (American Univer­
sity), Howard Rosen (public Works 
Historical Society), and Joel Tarr 
(Carnegie-Mellon University). We should 
know by the annual meeting if the pro­
posal has been approved. 

This project emerged from the long­
range planning study undertaken by the 
Council several years ago. The self­
assessment concIuded that the NCPH 
should sponsor activities and programs 
designed to promote the broader ap­
plication of history. One possibility sug­
gested was to extend beyond the 
historical community to sponsor 
workshops on the ways in which history 
and the historlcal method are valuable 
in a variety of settings, induding the 
policy formulation process. The Council 
recognizes the Iimitations ol meeting 
with essentially the same audience at 
historical gatherings. We must reach out­
side the nonnal professional channels to 
raise public awareness ol the utility of 
history and improve the use of the 
discipline throughout society. O 
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State Humanítíes Councíls ... 

Illinois' Historie Canal 
by Jane Hood 

ran August 24, 1984 President Reaga,n 
~ signed legislation designating the 11-
linois and Miehigan (I&M) Canal a Na- . 
tional Heritage Corridor. The law set out 
a new concept ot mixed land use by 
creating a multifunctional park accom­
modating recreational, commercial and 
cultural uses in 120 miles of waterways. 
If the planners' visions are reaJized, 
historie neighborhoods and scenic parks 
will be restored; interpretive displays 
will explore the Corridor from its early 
geologie times through the present day; 
and new recreational opportunities wiIl 
be created in the system of land- and 

• water-based trails. 
The designation capped the important 

first phase of a thoughtful strategy for 

the develop­
ment of the 

I&M Canal 
Corridor 

which began 
with a 1980 

grant from 
the lJIinois 

Humanities 
Council to 

Open Lands, 
Inc., a civic 

organization 
dedicated to the preservation of land tor 
conservation and recreation. This initial 
project, whieh undertook a preliminary 
survey of materials on six seJected canal 
towns and then presented the resuIts 
through a series of public forums, 
established the formula for future suc­
cess: a combination of pubJic education 
and careful, interdisciplinary 
scholarship. 

Both elements were necessary. 
AJthough physical and architecturaJ re­
mains of the canal and the settIements 
that flourished on its banks are still 
readily visible, there was little public 
awareness of the rich heritage 
represented by the Canal. Completed in 
1848, the I&M joined Chieago to the 

See CANAL, p.II 

Software Revolution for Archives 

IHIistorians and archivists inundated by 
the proliferation of twentieth cen­

tury documentation can loo k torward te 
ccmp'uter assistance for their research 
and management needs thanks to recent 
developments in archival software. Sear­
ches according to subject, source, record 
series, document type or date can be 
conducted separateJy or in combination 

• 
using software created by Informative 
Design Group, Inc. (2201 Wisconsin 
Ave., N.W., Suite 390, Wash. D.C. 
20007). The results of such searches can 
be known in a matter of seconds. 

The software can handle all archival 
management functions, including record 
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searches, 
data entry 
and inven­

tory control. 
The data en­

try process 
features a 

coding 
svstem which 
• pro vides 55 

fields to 
categorize 

ent:ies, and 570 characters per entry tor 
a narrative descrip·tion. A link between 
the data entry fields and a master index 
enhances accuracy and consistency. 

AlRS, lnc. (335 Paint Branch Dr., CoI­
Iege Park. MD 20742) also produces soft­
ware with archival applications. Marcon 
n, a product featuring power and flex­
ibility, has shown great promise for 
historians and archivists, even those 
with limited computer training. Records 
scheduling, descriptions, guides, subject 
retrieval and various searches can be 
performed by the program after the data 
has be en entered. O 

Legisla ti ve 
Report 

by Page Putnam MilIer 

Funding for Historie Preserva· 
tion-For the past six years the 
Reagan Administration has recomo 
mended the elimination ol lunding lor 
the state historie preservation offices 
which coordinate the work ol state and 
lederal historie preservation programs. 
Indications are that in addition to pro· 
posing zero lunding lor FY88 lor the 
Historie Preservation Fund. the Ad· 
ministration will seek to rescind the 
money appropriated by Congress lor 
FY87. The FY87 approprialion set by 
the Continuing Resolution was $20 
million lor the states, $4.2 million lor 
the National Trust for Historie Preser· 
valion, and $1.5 million lor the Ad-
visory Council on Historie 
Preservation. . 
Advisory Couneil on Historie 
Preservation-On September 2 toe 
Advisory Council on Historie Preser­
vatio n published revised r~gulatio:ls 
on Section 106 of the National Historie 
Preservation Act. Many ol you 
responded with comments to the draft 
proposed lást lalL Alter much delibera· 
tion and many redralts, the Council 
unanimously adopted the regulations 
whieh appear in the September 2 
Federal Register, pages 31115-31125. 
It will take sorne time and monitoring 
to evaluate the impact of the new 

. regulations. The National Conlerence 
ol State Historie Preservation Ollieers 
has commended the new regulalions. 
in part, because toe last draft was so 
much better than earlier ones, because 
sorne ol the vague and objectionable 
language from earli'C!r draft.s was omito 
tea and because the revision included 
a greater role lor the State Historie 
Preservation Officers, the public, and 
Native Amerieans. Sorne historians, 
however, have expressed cencern toat 
the regulations still contain terms such 
as "flexible application" and 
"reasonable effort" which could create 
loopholes for agencies to neglect their 
historie preservation responsibilities. 
Olmsted Hedtage Landscapes 
Bill-The 99th Congress lailed, due to 
much misunderstanding and much 
politieal maneuvering, to pass HR 37, 
whieh called lor the identifieation. 
cornmemoration. and preservation 01 
the 'heritage ol historie landscapes 01 
Frederick Law Olmsted. The bill did 
pass the House, but it failed to come 
to the f100r of the Senate. Since 
Olmsted Was the premier American 
landseape architeet during the 19th 
and 20th eenturies and since his 
philosophy and designs influenced the 
development ol national, state and 

See OLMSTED BILL, p. 11 



-FVashington Conference ______________________________ ___ 

(continued lroro p. 1) 

The meeting program will be pre­
ceded by a day-Iong workshop on April 
23. Entitled "Varieties of History in the 
Federal Government," it is designed for 

•
lty and students in public history, 
ernment historians, archivists, con­

sultants, contractors and other profes­
sionals who desire broader exposure to 
the federal history process. Dr. Richard 
Baker, Senate Historian, will provide an 
overview of the federal government's 
historical programs and activities. 
Hands-on sessions are planned Ior the 
Se'nate Historical Office, the Office of Air 
Force History, the National Archives and 
Records Administration, the Smithso­
nian Institution, and history programs at 
NASA, the Department of Energy, and 
the Department of the Interior. Dr. Mar­
ty Reuss of the U.S. Army Corps of 
Engineers will do the session wrap-up, 
followed by a reception which will be 
open to conference registrants as well 
as workshop participants. For more in­
formation, contact Jack Holl, workshop 
chair, at (202) 252-5235. The workshop 
fee is $75.00. 

Several' sessions will be held at off-site 
locations in Washington, including the 
Smithsonian's National Museum of 
American History and National Portrait 
Gallery. More informal round-table 
_ SSions will consider research oppor­

. es provided by uses of the In­
tergovernmental Personnel Act. Laurie 
Á. Cadigan from Kraft, Inc., will chair a 
session on the management of corporate 
archives, a growing concern of historical 
consultants. Park Service historians will 

show a film on the subject of "Certified 
Local Governments." Twenty-seven ses­
sions will involve more than 125 par­
ticipants. NCPH and SHFG members will 
receive programs in late January. For 
more information, contact NCPH con­
ference co-chairs Pat Harahan, at (703) 

-569-9684, or Janelle Warren-Findley, at 
(703) 323-2546. 

A joint meeting with the Society for 
History in the Federal Government gives 
NCPH members a chance to appreciate 
the varied uses of the past in federal 
agencies. Founded at Washington, D.C. 
in 1979, the Society now has over 550 
members nationwide. 

The program is tull, the city exciting. 
We look forward to meeting you in 
Washington in April. O 

D e Book Display 

TID ring your publications to the joint 
l.Q)meeting of NCPH/SHFG for a special 
display on Saturday and Sunday, April 
25-26, at the tIyatt Regency Hotel on 
Capital Hill in Washington, D.C.Books 
and other publications, up to five years 
old, that represent work done for 
federal, state or local agencies by 
members of either organization are 
solicited. This will be a good opportunity 
to review the work of your colleagues 
and share your own contributions. You 
must reserve space tor your material 
before March 15, by contacting Sheila 
Convis (301) 353-5431, or David Pember­
ton (301) 763-7936. O 

Conference . . . 
AT A GLANCE 

~ Workshops-an inside look 
- at the Senate Historical Office, 

the Srnithsonian, and other 
federal prograrns. 

! Round Tables-Managing 
. corporate archives and re­

search cpportunities through 
the Intergovernmental Per­
sonnel Act-

A Women and the Park 
Service-establishing the 
criteria for landmarks. 

A Special Events-tours of the 
Library of Congress, National 
Gallery of Art, Natural History 
Museurn, Suprerne Court, and 
Air and Space Museurn. O 

Gallery 01 the Rotunda, Ubrary 01 Congress. 
courtesy 01 the HistoricaJ O/liceo US. Anny Corps 
01 Engineers. 
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JOBS / FEllOWSHIPS 

- A Records Projects Administrator is 
-needed by the American Association of 
State and Local History to direct 
NICLOG (National Information Center 
for 'Local Government Records). The 
two-year position starts between $2,000 
and $2,500 per month plus benefits, and 
involves national traveL At least three 
years as a records manager or archivist 
are required. Application and resume 
should address Gerald George, 
American Association tor State .and 
Local History, 172 Second Ave. North, 
Suite 102, Nashville, TN 37201. 

-The Secretary of the Navy's Research 
Chair in Naval History has been 
established as 'a competitive position .to 
pay approximately $50,000 per year for 
up to three years for research and 
writing a major monograph concerning 
the history of the U.S. Navy since 1945. 
Application deadline is March 1. Write 
to Ronald H. Spector, Director of Naval 
History, Washington Na:\ry Yard, 
Washington, D.e. 20374-0571. 

-The Department of the Navy, Naval 
Historieal Center has three feIlowships 
available for the coming academie year. 
One is for predoctoral candidates in the 
amount of $7,500 to research and write 
a dissertation 'relating to U.S. Naval 
history. Successful candidate must be 
ABD by next September. Deadline for 
application is March 1. Two postdoctoral 
awards for up to $2,500 each are also for 
research and writing in regard to U.S. 
Naval history. The deadline is April L 
For application forms write to Ronald H. 
Spector, Director of Naval History, 
Washington Navy Yard, Washington, 
D.C.20374-0571. 

-Short-term fellowships (one to three 
mopths) at the Newberry Library may 
be applied for until March 1 for postdoc­
toral research_ Contact the Committee 
on Awards, The Newberry Library, 60 
W. Walton St., Chieago, IL 60610. 

eThe National HistoricaI Publication and 
Records Commission requests grant ap­
plications from local governments, 
museurns and archives by F ebruary L 
ProposaIs should be sent to the NHPRC, 
National Archives Building, Washington, 
D.C.20408. 
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e Individual fellowships in archival ad­
ministration may be applied tor by 
scholars with three years archival ex­
perience and two semesters of graduate 
study. Application deadline is May 15. 
National Historieal Publications and 
Records Commission (NHPRC), National 
Archives Building, Washington, D.C. 
20408. 

-The Social Science Research Council 
awards and administers eleven grant 
programs with stipends ranging from 
$1,500 to $30,000. For more information 
write to the Offiee of Fellowships and 
Grants, ACLS, 228 E. 45th St., New York, 
NY 10017. 

e NEH Biography Grants in planning, 
scripting or production are available to 
relate the lives of significant Amerieans 
on radio or television. Applicants should 
justify the signiiicance and e::Iucational 
value of the subject and discuss their 
plans with NEH media staff before ap­
plying. Write to National Endowrnent for 
the Humanities, Division of General Pro­
grams, Humanities Project in Media, 
Room 420, 1100 Pennsylvania Ave. NW, 
Washington, D.C. 20506. 

-Fulbright lecturing grants for 1987-88 
are still available to U.S. faculty in the 
field oí American History. Mexico, 
Finland, U.S.S.R., Hong Kong, People's 
Republic of China, and points in Africa 
are only sorne of the openings. Indicate 
countries of interest when calling or 
writing the Council for International Ex­
change of Scholars (CIES), Eleven Du­
pont Circle NW, Suite 300, Washington, 
D.C. 20036 (202) 939-5401. 

-Historie Deerfield Surnrner Fellowships 
help students who want careers in 
preservation or interpretation of early 
Ameriean history and culture. The· pro­
gram is held trom mid-June to mid­
August. Applications, due in late 
February, may be obtained by writing 
to J. Ritchie Garrison, Director of Educa­
tion, Historie Deerfield, Inc. Deerfield, 
MA 01342 (413) 774-5581. 

- A fellowship in Aerospace History is 
available trom the American Historical 
Association. Up to $25,000 ($12,000 if 
graduate student) plus $1,000 for reloca­
tion and travel wiIl be awarded, but you 
must act quickly-deadline is February 
1. Address application and information 
requests to Fellowship in Aerospace 
History, American Historical Associa­
tion, 400 A Street SE, Washington, D.e. 
20003. 

AWARDS 

-The Society of Architectural Historians 
established the AntoineUe Forrester 
Downing Award this taH to recognize 
and encourage excetlence in published 
architectural surveys. The deadline lor 
nominations is January 31. Fo! details 
coatact Professor Michael A. Tomlan, 
Graduate Program in Historie Preserva­
tion, College of Architecture, Art ano 
Planning. 214 W. Sibley Hall, Cornel! 
University, Ithaca, NY 14853. 

e A $500 prize will go to the author ol 
a published essay in mass communica­
tion history when the Cathy Covert 
Award in Mass Communication is 
presented. Nominations, including one 
copy of the artiele or chapter, should be 
sent by February 27 to Professor James 
L Baughman, C~air, Covert Award 
Committee, Schaol of Journalism an~ 
Mass Communication, University of 
Wisconsin-Madison, 821 University 
Ave., Madison, WI 53706. 

·C~lonel Herbert M. Hart (USMC, 
retired) was honored recentIy by the 
Department of the Interior in recogni­
tion of his efforts and achievements to 
preserve the many historie coastaI for­
tifications of the U.S. Col. Hart, a 
member of The Society for History in the 
Federal Government, was granted the 
Conservation Serviee Award. 
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Charleston, se. will be the Iaboratory lor an on·site introduetion to historie preservation, lune 8-28. Con­
taet MichaeJ Scardaville, Department al History, University olSouth Carolina, Columbia, se 29208. Sketch 
by EJizabeth O'NeflI Verner from Mellowed by Time, Bostidc: & Tilornley, lne., (/964). 

MEETINGS 

eNCPH and the Society for History in 
the Federal Government (SHFG) will 
;hold a joint meeting April 24-26. Don't 
miss this big event! For registration in­
formation contact the NCPH Secretariat, 
History Department, West Virginia 
University, WV 26506 (304) ::!93-242 L 

·The International ConfereI!ce on Corn­
puters and the Humanities wilI hold its 
annual meeting April 9-1 L For informa­
tion contact Dr. Robert Oakman, 
ICCH87, Department of Computer 
Science, University of South Carolina, 
Columbia, SC 29208. 

eFebruary 1 is the deadline call for 
papers to be presented at the 

. Midwestern Regional Journalism and 
History Conference April 10-11. Informa­
tion can be obtained from John e 
Nerone, Institute of Communications 
Research, University of Illinois, 222B Ar­
mory Bldg., 505 E. Armory, Champaign, 
IL 61820. 

eThe Planning History Group wilI hold 
its sixth annual luncheon in conjunction 
with the OAH April 4 at the Wyndham 
.~ranklin Plaza Hotel in Philadelphia. 
Pre-registration is encouráged. Contact 
Blaine A Brownell, College of Social and 
Behavioral Sciences, University of 
Alabama at Birmingham, Birmingharn, 
AL 35294 (205) 934-5643. 

eThe 7th Berkshire conference on the 
History of Women wilI be held June 
19-21 in Massachusetts at WelIesley Col­
lege. For registration and further infor­
mation contact Ms. Jean Proctor, 
Berkshire Conference, Women's Studies 
Progrélm, Weliesley ColIege, WelIes!ey, 
MA 02181 (617) 235-0320. 

-The National Social Science Associa­
tion will conduct its second annual 
meeting February 12·15 at the Seattle 
Marriott Airport Hotel. For information 
contact the NSSA Program Committee, 
2020 HilIs Lake Orive, El Cajon, CA 
92020 (619) 448-4709. 

e"History and the Public" is the topic of 
a March 11 conference featuring MichaeI 
Wallace, Stephen Nissenbaum and 
Gerald Herman as speakers. Further in­
formation may be obtained lrom David 
Glassberg, Department of History, 
University of Massachusetts, Amherst, 
MA 01003. 

-The lnstitute for the Editing al 
Historical Documents will hold its annual 
meeting June 15-26 in Madison, Wiscon­
sin. M.A. required. Apply through the 
National Historical Publications and 
Records Commission (NHPRC), Room 
300, National Archives Building, 
Washington, D.C. 20408 (202) 523-3092. 

PROGRAMS 

• A theme ol Humanities Scholarship 
and Instruction for NontraditionaJ 
Students wilI be offered August 3·9 for 
25 teams of three scholars, teachers and 
administrators selected through a com­
petitive application process. Travel and 
lodging will be provided. lnformation 
and application materials can be ob­
tained by contacting NEH Institute Proj· 
ect Director, Department of Independent 
Study, University of Min!lesot~, 43 
Wesbrook Hall, 77 Pleasant Street SE, 
Minneapolis, MN 55455 (612) 624-2896. 

·"Creative Use of Microcomputers in the 
History Classroom" and "Integrating 
Public History i:1to the Curriculum" are 
two-day programs from Organization uf 
American Historians' FIPSE Project 
Workshop. The "Integrating Public 
History" workshop will be held February 
27-28 at Capital University in Columbus, 
Ohio. For other times and locations, or 
more information, contact Dr. William 
H.A. Williams, Director, OAH/FIPSE 
Project, 112 N. Bryan S1., Bloomington, 
IN 47401 (812) 335-7312. 

eThe Advisory Council on Historie 
Preservation and the GSA training 
center will conduct a dozen two-<lay 
workshops on federal projects and 
historie preservation-Iaw between ear­
Iy January and August, 1987. 
Washington, Fort Worth, Atlanta, 
Chicago, New OrIeans, San Francisco, 
New York, Albuquerque, Kansas City, 
Denver and Seattle are training loca­
tions. For information call the GSA 
Training Center at (703) 557·0986, or 
ACHP's Shauna Holmes at (202) 
786-0503. 

eThe National Archives Education 
Branch will conduct a seminar for Com­
'munity, Technical and Junior College in­
structors next July 8-17 in Washington, 
D.C. For information and details contact 
Linda Simmons, National Archives 
Education Branch, Pennsylvania A ve. at 
7th St. NW, Washington, D.C. 20408 
(202) 523-3347. 

CANADA 

eThe Canadian Historical Association 
will host discussions on public history 
currículum and work experiences at its 
June meeting in Hamilton, Ontarlo. Con­
tact Ken Mclaughlin at S1. Jeromes Col­
lege, University of Waterloo, Waterloo, 
Ontarío, Canada N2L 3Gl (519) 
884-8110, ext. 43. 
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.• The University of Wáterloo graduate 
. program offers a two-year public history 
option. Contact Professor Heather Mac­
Dougall, Department of History, Univer­
sity of Waterloo, Waterloo, Ontario, 
~anada N2L 3G 1 (519) 885-1211, ext. 
..;903. 

NOTES 

-"Guardians of the Public Record" is the 
title of a new brochure and a ten-minute 
slide-tape program that describes the 
essentials of a records management 
system and discusses how to get started. 
Produced by the National Information 

Center for Local Government Records 
(NICLOG), the program is also available 
in· videotape formal. For information 
about purchasing or borrowing the pro­
gram, . contact Jack Summerville, 
Resources Coordinator, American 
Association for State and Local History, 
172 Second Ave. North, Suite 102, 
Nashville, TN 37201. 

-More than one-hundred years of soda 
production by the Syracuse Works has 
be en donated to the Solvay Public 
Library by the AlIied Chemical Com­
pany. Over 800 chemistry and chemica! 
engineering reports, 300 book volumes, 
14 periodical titles, maps, drawings, 
lhotographs, pamphlets and much mere 

áre contained in the Solvay Process 
Company/ AIlied Chemical archives, 
Solvay Public Library, 615 Woods Rd., 
Solvay, NY 13209 (315) 468-2441. 

-"Women Doctors in the 19th Century," 
an exhibit produced by a former NYU 
graduate history student, is being shown 
in several cities this academic year. For 
information please contact New York 
University, History Department, 19 
University Place, 5th floor, New York, 
NY 10003. 

Sam Bass Wamer, Jr., aulhor 01 Streetcar Suburbs (I962), will speak al Holstra University's interdisdnplinary 
conference on ~Suburbia Re-e.xamined," June 12-13. Contacl Jo-Ann G. Mahoney, Ho/stra Cultural Center, 
Ho/stra University, Hempstead, NY 11550. Pictured: Open e1ectric streetcar,. about 1903. 

-Backsights, a volume compiled from -The Department of Defense, charged 
articles published by the Virginia Depart- by Congressional directive with demoli-
ment of Highways and Transportation, tion of all World War Il temporary 
contains historical features on travel, buildings, seeks input from individuals 
construction, structures ar1d planning, and organizations about any sueh 
plus historical biographies, photos, draw- buildings believed to have special ar-
ings and maps. New members of the chitectura! or historic qualities. Sorne of 
Publie Works Historical Society may those properties may be eligible for ip.-
reeeive a free eopy. For more informa- clusion on the Nationál Register of 
tion contaet the society at 1313 East 60th Historie Places. Input was requested by 
St., Chieago, IL 60637. January 16, but cur publieation date 

-The Department of Agriculture has ex­
panded and renamed its Agricultural 
History Branch. It is now called the 
Agricultural and Rural History Branch 
and has been transferred within the 
department's Economic Research Ser­
vice from the National Economics Divi­
sion to the Agricultural and Rural 
Eeonomics Division. 

-The Jimmy Carter Library is now open 
for research in AtIanta, Georgia. More 
than one and one-half million 
photographs, 600 hours of videotape, 
300 hours of audiotape and 27 million 
pages of material from the Carter ad­
ministration are preserved there. 

could not aecommodate that request. 
Army and Army Reserve installation 
properties should be caBed to the atten­
tion of the Chief, Faciiity Engineering 
Division, U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, 
Attn: DAEN-ZCF, Washington, D.C. 
20314-1000 (202) 272-0867. Properties 
on Navy installations should address the 
Commander, Naval Facilities Engineer­
ing Command, Code 20Y, 200 Stovall 
Street, Alexandria, VA 22332-2300 (202) 
325-7353. 

Curriculum Resources 

-Information about sites and buildings 
associated with women's history is 
sought by a historian writing a disserta­
tion about preservation and interpreta­
tion of them. Sites in Boston, Chicago 
and Los Angeles are of particular in­
terest, as well as any works discussing 
walking tours or guides to the land­
marks. Forward your information to Gail 
Dubrow, Graduate School of Arehitec­
tu re and Urban Plan~ing, University of 
California Los Angeles, 405 Hilgard 
Ave., Los Angeles, CA 90024 (2i3) 
837-3063. 

Public Hístory Educatíon ín Ameríca: A Guide 
A comprehesive re'liew of course offerings, internships, and . 
degree requirments. Available far $7.50 to members, $9 to 
nGn-member3. . 

Hístory Goes Public . 
A slide-tape presentation showing opportunities in public 
history-ideal for classroom and seminar use. $35 rental, 
$100 purchase. 

Send inquiries and checks payable to 
NCPH; attn: Barbara Howe, Executive 
Secreatry, History Department, West 
Virginia University, Morgantown, WV 
26505 (303) 293-2421. 

-The ,University of Vermont has pro­
duced a 27-minute video program and 
a teacher's manual entitled Public 
History in Vermont. The videotape and 
manual are available for a very nominal 
cost of $30, including postage and han­
dling. Orders may be placed through 
\DC Media, Pomeroy Hall, University of 
Vermont, Burlington. VT 05405. C! 



Preservation Regulations Remain Focus of Debate 

1 have just read, with a mounting sense of concern and 
irritation, Stanley Hordes' recent comment in the fall 1985 

i~sue of this publication. This is the same invidious dichotomy. 
'We," who constitute those agreeing with Dr. Hordes, are the 

1 pointed out areas in the new regulations that 1 felt were 
of concern to historians whose careers in the field 01 

Cultural Resource Management might be adversely affected 
by anything less than striet adherence to the provisions 

good guys in white hats dedieated to 
preserving the environment; on the 
other hand, however, "they" are the 
mindless bureaucrats, whd enjoy 
nothing more than a day of rape and 
pillage of historic buildings, ar­
cheologieal sites, and important cultural 
objects. Come on, Stan. As a responsi­
ble member of the preservation com­
munity, you have an obligation to move 
the debate on to substantive issues. 
Tightening ol the c1assification standards 
tor historians in federal service and ef­
fective enlorcement of the SECRET ARY 
OFTHE INTERIOR'S ST ANDARDS 
would, 1 believe, contribute to bet1er 
agency compliance with the regulations 
and should at least be discussed. Rather 
than hitting agency officials over the 
head, Stan, it would be much better to 
suggest a process oi working with them 
to develop management strategies and 
techniques. While Congress enacts the 
regulatory legislation, it does not always 
folIow that they wiII provide the re­
quisite fuoding to carry out that function. 
r am surprised that you, as a former 
;¿deral worker, have forgotten this im­
portant fact. And by the way, when was 
the last time that the regulations pro­
tected any cultural resources. What real­
Iy annoys me, Stan, is this artificial 
separation of process and people; more 
of us are trying to do a good job and do 
not appreciate these gratuitous 
remarks.-My views have not been en­
dorsed nor reviewed by.the Department 
ol the Interior. Tl1ey represent m}' own 
perspeetive on this issue-Michael 
Sehene 
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The O/d Post Offiee, Washington headquarters of 
the Advisor Counci1 on History Preservation. Photo 
by F/oyd Parks, DO/ 

of the Historie Preservation Act of 1966, 
as amended. If there was any criticism 
in the article. it was directed against a 
poliey formulated by the Advisory Coun· 
dI itself, nol against federal historians or 
other cultural resource managers. It was 
precisely for the purpose of supporting 
iederal historians out there in the tr¿r.· 
ches that the comments were made. 

With reference to the track record 01 

the regulations themselves serving as a 
means of protecting resources in the re­
cent past, 1 participated in a cultur;:¡1 
resource assessment of a National 
Historie Landmark in Florida slated for 
demolition. The regulations established 
by the Advisory Council mandating that 
the federal agency responsible for the 
resource identiíy and consider the 
cultural resource value of the property, 
served to effect the protection of the 
landmark from total demolition. 

The proper enforcement ol the Na­
tional Historie Preservation Act stands 
as only one of several bread-and-butter 
issues facing public historians in the field 
of cultural resources management. My 
articIe in the Spring 1986 issue of Publie 
History News referenced the CMI Com­
mittee's eiforts in other areas, including 
the expansion of the role of the historia~ 
in the federal CRt'v[ proce~s. The agenda 
that we all wiII face in the coming years 
wi!l incIud'! several issues of vital in­
.terest to the historical community. By 
focussing on one of these issues in the 
Fall newsletter by no means should be 
interpreted as minimizing the 'impor­
tance of the others.-Stanley Hordes 

O 

Historical Consultants Join Corpora~e Elite 

H istory Associates Incorporated of 
Rockville, Maryland recently joined 

the ranks of Ameriea's 500 fastest grow­
ing private companies, according to Ine. 
500. Sales have increased more than 700 
percent since historians Phillip Cante!on 
and Richard Hewlett went corporate in 
1981. "Alex Haley proved you could 
make money with personal history," the 
magazine reports. "Herman W ouk did it 
with worId history. Now comes PhiIip 
~antelon who has figured out a way to 
.urn a profit 00 institutional history." 

Commemorative books, corporate 
histories, legal research, aod archiva! 
services are the associates' stock in 
trade. In 1985 the company won a 
S424,000 contract to study one of the 

largest and most controversial projects 
in modern times, the 232 mile 
Tennessee-Tombigbee Waterway. 
Boston consultant Jeffrey Stine is direct­
ing the research. 

It is no coincidence that History 
Associates and the National Council on 
Public History incorporated in the same 

The 
Public 

Historian 

year, 1981. Both responded to the need 
for historical analysis outside of 
academe. Futurepast of Spokane, PHR 
Associates of Santa Barbara, HMS 
Associates of New Mexieo, and the 
History Group of Atlanta have alI found 
a market for historieal research: ... O 

~i , 

is calling tor manuscripts. 
Send issue and analysis essays and public history research papers to lindsey Reed. 
Associate Editor, His:cry Deoartment. University of California. Santa Barbara. CA 93106. 
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Unde Sam ceIebrates the success 01 the 1893 CoJumbian ~tio~ in R~bert W. RydeD, AI1 the World's 
Fair: VIsions af Empire at American Intemational ExposIsitans, 187&-1916. , ' - , 

A Modem Archives Reader: Basie Readings 
on Arehival Theory and Praetiee. 
Washington, D.e.: U.S. General Services 
Administtation, 1984. 

Armstrong, Ellis L and Howard Rosen. EJ­
lective Emergency Response: The Salt 
Lake ValleyF700dsof 1983,1984 & 1985. 
Chicago: Public Works Historical Society, 
1986. 

Bacevich, A.J. The Pentagon Era. 
Washington, D.e.: U.s. Govemrnent Print­
ing Office, 1986. 

Baker, Richard A. The United Sta tes Senate. 
Melboume, FL: Krieger Publishing Co., 
Inc., 1987. 

Baker, T. Undsay. BI1iIding the Lone Star: An 
mustrated Guide to Historie Sites. College 
Station: Texas A & M University Press, 
1986. 

Bartlett, Richard A. Yellowstone: A 
Wildemess Besieged. Tucson: University 
01 Arizona Press, 1985. 

Beck, 'peter J. Carees Guide lor History: 
Towards a Career lor the History 
Graduate. London: The HistoricaI Associa­
tion, 1986. 

Chesapeake Bay Forum Proceedings. Fort 
McNair, Washington, D.C.: National 
Defense University, 1986. 

Oarle, John G. Energy and the Federal 
Government: Fossil Fuel PoJicies, 
1900-1946. Champaign: University ol n­
linois Press, 1986. 

Colbum, David R. Racial Change and Coro­
munity Crisis: St. Augustine, Florida, 
1877-1980. NewYork: Columbia Univer­
sity Press, 1985. 
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Critchlow, Donald T. The Brookings Institu­
tion, 1916-1952: Expertise and the Publie 
lnterest in a Democratie Sodety. Dekalb, 
II.: Northem Illinois University Press, 
1985. 

Daniels, Roger, Sandra C. Taylor and Ha.rry 
H.L IGtano, eds. Japanese American: 
From Re!ocation to Redress. Salt Lake 
City: University 01 Utah Press, 1986. 

Evans, Max J. and Usa B. Weber. MARC lor 
Archives and Manuscripts: A Compen­
mum 01 Practiee. Madison: State HistoricaI 
Society 01 WiSConsin, 1985. 

Friedel, Robert and Paullsreal with Bel"nard 
S. rrnn. Edison's Electrie Ught Biography 
01 an Inventor. New Brunswick, NJ: 
Rutgers University Press, 1986. 

Gilderhus, Mark T. History and Historians: A 
Historiographieal Introduetion, 1987. 
Englewood Cliffs, NJ:Prentice Hall, 1987. 

Graham, Otis L, Jr. and Meghan Robinson 
Wander, eds. Franklin D. Roosevelt, His 
Ule and Tunes: An Encydopedie View. 
Baston: G.K. Hall & Company, 1985. 

Haas, Joan K., Helen viilla Samuels and Bar­
bara Trippel Sirnmons. Appraising the 
Reeords 01 Modern Scienee and 
Teehnology: A Guide. Cambridge: 
Massac;husetts Institute 01 Technology 
Press, 1985. 

Historica1 American Sketches: An IDustrated 
Guide to Sketches in the Manuscript CoI­
lections of the American Philosophica1 
Sodety. Philadelphia: American Philo­
sophicaI Society, 1984. 

Jenkins, Craig. The Politics of Insurgency: 
The Farro Worker Movement in the 
1960s. New York: Columbia University 
Press, 1985. 

Krieg, Joann P. To Know the Place: Teaching 
Local History. Hempstead, NY: Long 
Island Studies Institute 01 Holstra Univer­
sity, 1986. 

Mackintosh, Barry. The Historie Sites Survey 
and Na'tionaI Historie Landmarks Pro­
gram: A History. Washington, D.C.: 
History Division, National Park Service, 
Department 01 the Interior, 1985. 

Martinson, Arthur C. Wilderness Above the 
Sound: The Story of Mount Rainier Na­
tionaI Park. Flagstaff, AZ:. Northland Press, 
1986. 

Mazuzan, George T. W 'Very Risky Business:' 
A Power Reactor for New York City," 
TechnoIogy and Culture, 27 (April 1986). 

___ ~ "American Nuclear Policy," in 
John M. Carroll and George e. Herring, 
eds. Modern American Diplomaey. 
Washington, D.e.: Scholarly Resources, 
Inc., 1986. 

Melanson, Richard A. Writing History and 
Making Policy: The Cold War, Vietnam, 

- , and Revisionism. Lanham, MD: University 
Press ol America, Inc., 1983. 

Michelson, Maureen R. and Michael R 
Dressler. Pasadena: One Hundred Years. 
Pasadena, CA: NewSage Press, 1986. 

National Parles lor a New Generation: VISions, 
Realities, Prospects. Washington, D.C.: 
Conservation FOUJ}dation, 1985. 

One Hundred Years 01 Publie Works Equi¡r 
ment An 111ustrated History. Chicago: 
Public Works HistoricaI Society, 1986. 

Ritter, Harry. Dictionary 01 Coneepts in 
History. New York: Greenwood Press, 
1986. 

Rowley, Williarn D. U.s. Forest Serviee Graz­
ing and Grasslands: A History. College Sta­
tion: Texas A & M University Press, 1985. 

Rydell, Robert W. A11 the WorId's A Fair: Vi­
sions 01 Empire at American IntemationaJ 
Expositions, 1876-1916. Chicago: Univer­
sity 01 Chicago, 1984. 

Sah1i, Nancy. MARC "Ior Archives and 
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Spivey, Donald, ed. Sport in America: New 
Historica1 Perspectives. Westport, CN: 
Greenwood Press, 1985. 
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(continued Irom p. 4) 

local parks, parkways, colIege campuses, 
dties, and planned communities, there 
'vill undoubtedly be a renewed effort to 
¿ain passage of this bill in the next Con­
gress. Senator Bumpers (D-AR), a 
member of the Sena te Energy and 
Natural Resources Committee, has ex­
pressed ¡nterest in shepherding the 
legislation through the Senate. 
Thematie Framework for the Na­
liona! Historie Landmark Program­
The National Park Service is currenUy 
ur:dertaking a reyision of the thematic 
framework used in the National Historic 
Landmark Program_ The thematic 
outline is particularly important because 
it is used to provide a comprehensive 
lramework lor assessing the cultural 
resourees whieh best reflect the Nation's 
past and t~lUS qualify lor designation as 
National Historie Landmarks. In conver­
sations whieh Joan Hoff-Wilson and I 
had with the NPS concerning the 
Women's History Landmark project, \'le 
learned about the current revision of the 
thematie framework. In an efiort to en­
courage stronger ties between the NPS 
and the aeademie eommunity, we have 
offered to have éxperts in the field of 
Ameriean history review the draft 
'lutline and offer suggestions and 
tomments. 
Monitor Impaet oi Ta'C Aet on 
Historie Preservation-Thanks very 
mueh to Preservation Action and the 
work of its President, Nellie Longsworth, 
preservation eredits are among the few 
business tax incentives to be included in 

by MichaeJ G. Wade 

riJ1'lhe Committee on Curriculum and 
il Training has been developing a Iist 

of organizations which offer advaneed 
training in sorne aspect of public history. 
To date, we have compiled mailing lists 
01 museums, oral history, publie policy, 
histotical interpretation, cultural 
resource management, and historie 
preservation. We expect to receive 
material s on historieal editing and ar­
chives in the near luture. Send us infor­
mation on programs to Mike Wade, 
Department of History, hian 
State University, Boone, NC 28608. 

the tax reform acL The new tax law on 
rehabilitation eredits reduces to 20% the 
deductions for certified rehabilitation of 
historie buildings and 10% for rehabilita­
tion of non-historie buildings built before 
1936. Since many tax shelters are being 
eliminated there may be increased use 
of the historie preservation credits. On 
the other hand the "passive Ioss" provi­
sion eouId limit the usefulness of the 
eredits. 

"RecJaiming Our Past: Landmark Sites 01 
Women's History," a three-year project Ín­
itiated by the OAH, the Park Service, and 
NCC, wilJ review sites in the Jjght ol recent 
historicaJ scholarship. Sites on -the NationaJ 
Register 01 Historie Places will be slated lar 
reinterpretatian. Pictured: Hartfard Female' 
Seminary, circa 182i, taken fram the schaoJ's 
diploma. O 

The Cou'ncil's Directary al Pub/ic 
Histary Pragrams suggests the vitality of 
our field. Texas appears to be a leader 
in historical training outside the univer­
sity. The Panhandle-Plains Historical 
Museum in Canyon;.Texas, for example, 
offers workshops on various curatorial 
topies tor museum professionals and 

(continued {rom p. 4) 

IlIinois River, thus connecting the Great 
Lakes and the east coast to the Mississip­
pi River and the Gulf of Mexico. The 
canal signaled the emergence of Chicago 
as a commercial and transportation 
center, promoted industrial develop­
ment along its route to the west, and 
stimulated population growth through­
out the upper midwest. 

The initiaI projeet funded by the 
I1Iinois Humanities Council was so SIlC­
eessfuI in suggesting the range of 
available historical resources that an 
organizational affiliate of Open Lands 
was established in 1982 with a primary 
purpose of preserving and promoting 
the heritage of the 1&\1 Canal. Headed 
by GeraId Adelmann, the Upper llIinois 
Valley Association, now its own not-for­
profit eorporation, has conscientiously 
sought to integrate scholarship with 
public commitment to preservation. 

In surveying the importance of 
humanities scholars working with the 
public, Adelmann noted: "Their in ter­
disciplinary viewpoint helped set the 
stage for the Corridor designation, and 
has since helped area industrialists, com­
munity leaders, and businessmen 
understand the cultural history of their 
environment." 

FOr additional information about the 
National Heritage Corridor, write to: The 
Upper lIlinois. Valley Association, 53 
West Jackson Blvd., Room 552, Chicago. 
IL 60604. O 

We hope the forthcoming guide to con­
iinuing edueation opportunities will 
serve as a directory for profes­
sional growth that ean strength­
en the bridge between 
academies and practi-
tioner~ O 

museology students while the Winedale r-
Historie Center in Austin offers an Register 
eleven-day seminar open to museum your institution with 
professionals and st.udents in the the NCPH Director y 
southeasL The eommlttee has ob- . . 
served the same general trend in of Pub/lc Hlstory Programs 
other seetors of public histo~~ 
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.. , . Public Historians Gain Acceptance as Resource Planners 

by Shelley Bookspan 

There seems to be sorne good news 
- these days both far consulting 

0rians and for historie resources. At 
long last developers and land spec­
ulators seem to be accepting, rather than 
resisting, the environmental review pro­
cess, and this increasingly means involv­
ing the historian in the initial planning 
stages of a building project. Developers 
are finding that early identification of 

cultural resources enables them to incor­
porate mitigation measures into their 
original set of plans; this farward-Iaoking 
appraach is, of course, much more effi­
cient (and less Iikely to beco me adver­
sarial) than first commissioning plans 
without regard to the possibility of in­
tervening resources and then contorting 
those paid-for plan s to tit subsequent 
restrietions; or, worse, then spending 
valuable time and money fighting the 
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restrietions. As a recent articIe in Plan­
ning points out, "By and large, protec­
ting archeological sites has simply 
become part of doing business." (Oc­
tober 1986, p. 21). In states, counties, 
and cities where historians ha ve suc­
cessfully cIaimed their place in the en­
vironmental review process, the same 
can be said for historie sites, too. 

EMIy discovery and documentation of 
historie resources can, in lact, pro vide 
creative developers with an aestr.etie to 
build into their plans. One California 
developer, tor example, is planning to 
restore the not-historically-signifieant 
site of a nineteenth century wayfarer's 
cabin because the remaining eucalyptus 
grave can enhance the subdivision with 
attractive parkland. Historie findings can 
also provide thematie inspiration for 
planners, as happened to another West 
Coast developer whose consulting 
historians told him that the land he was 
subdividing had once been a private 
playing Iield. In the subdivision's club 
house, this developer is now hoping to 
create a small sport museum from the 
photographs and other memorabilia left 
on the property. 

Priva te planning firms and architects 
whose business it is to help developers 
navigate the local permit process are the 
main sources of this sort -ol uplront 
reseurce work lor consulting historians. 
Many such firms, however, do not know 
that historians are available, and they 
welcome conhct. This change in at­
titude, I believe is an opportunity for us 
histcrians to continue to shed sorne ef 
thé Don Quixote image we. bear and 
gain a more cooperative and progressive 
reputation by working whenever possi­
ble as liaison between resources and 
developers. O 
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