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ALHFAM and Living History

by Timothy Crumrin

The field of “living history” is an eclec-
tic blend of individuals and institutions.
Its practitioners range from individual
“history buffs” avidly pursuing and show-
casing their particular interests at schools,
fairs, and local history gatherings to pro-
fessional staffs of large museums. Living
history sites vary in size from small house
museums offering limited access to huge
facilities covering hundreds or thousands
of acres and featuring multifarious facili-
ties and programs.

One of the organizations seeking to
gather these disparate elements under one
banner is the Association for Living His-
torical Farms and Agricultural Museums

] %’,LHFAM). Incorporated in 1970,

~{LHFAM grew from the swirl of ideas

surrounding the burgeoning living his-
tory /agricultural history movements of
the 1960s. Present at the birth of the orga-
nization were giants of the new field like
John Schlebecker and Wayne Rasmussen.
From the beginning ALHFAM sought to
be a sort of portable meetinghouse, clear-
inghouse of ideas, and classroom for those
involved in the swiftly evolving field of
living history. It endeavored to provide a
framework for future growth and to bring
into focus the ideas, aspirations, and inno-
vations of a movement still seeking its
own identity.
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To accomplish this goal ALHFAM
resolved, in its Articles of Incorporation, to
“encourage research, publication, and
historic training; to facilitate the ex-
change of agricultural information; [to]
develop a genetic pool of endangered
agricultural plants and animals; to spon-
sor scholarly symposiums and publica-
tions....” Over its twenty-three year
history ALHFAM has done much to fulfill
its promise to the profession.

The organization has grown to en-
compass over 900 affiliated institutions
and individual members — from all fifty
states and eleven foreign countries. Al-
though the name implies a somewhat
limited constituency, ALHFAM has al-
ways offered much to all those involved
in living or public history. This is af-
firmed by the inclusion of many mem-
bers on its roster for which “agricultural
history” is a peripheral concern at best.
As past president Candace Matelic
noted, ALHFAM attracts a “large group
of historic site and open-air museum
people” drawn to the model of coopera-
tion between historians and museum
practitioners so successfully exhibited by
living historical farm sites. One of the
most important benefits offered by
ALHFAM is its annual conference. Begun
in 1970, this June gathering is eagerly an-

ticipated by both members and non-mem-
bers since the conference is carefully
planned to offer sessions of interest to all.
Major tracks include interpretation and
programming, education, research, col-
lections management, and museum ad-
ministration. Those attending the
conference may choose from a variety of
informative sessions ranging from
fundraising to coordinating volunteers
to research techniques for utilizing pro-
bate inventories.

Pre-Conference workshops are also a
popular feature of the annual meeting.
Often hands-on, these workshops allow
participants to learn hearthside cooking
techniques, work oxen, make bonnets, or
gain other skills vital to the operation of
historic sites.

In keeping with ALHFAM's philoso-
phy of sharing and disseminating infor-
mation, papers from each conference are
published in an annual volume of pro-
ceedings. Like the conference itself, the
proceedings are a mixture of the schol-
arly and the practical, and serve as
sources for research.

ALHFAM's other regular publication
is the Association for Living Historical Farms
and Agricultural Museums Bulletin. First
issued in 1970, the quarterly Bulletin is the

— See ALHFAM pg.2
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The distinctive logo of the Association for Living Historical Farms and Agricultural Museums.




Living in the Past

by Rick Keating

Reenactor’s Journal, in its fourth year
of publication, is the fastest growing
magazine for the estimated 25,000 Civil
War reenactors in the U. S.

The journal began by documenting
the series of 125th anniversary battles
which commenced in 1986 with the reen-
actment of the Battle of Bull Run. Recent
articles include a report on the latest
reenactment of the battle of Gettysburg,
a story of female militia in Georgia, an-
swers to questions of proper drill, the
discovery of a recipe for catsup in an
1850s Virginia cookbook — which makes
catsup “legal” for reenactors —and a
calendar of upcoming reenactments.

Civil War reenactors outfit them-
selves, and in many cases their families,
in (hopefully) authentic reproduction
clothing and accoutrements and recreate
Civil War battles and encampments.
Most Civil War reenactors study the life
of the common soldier by researching
and practicing tactics, reading letters
and diaries, and spending time in the
field. Many reenactors also participate in
“living history” events. For these events
they set up small military camps, talk
with spectators, demonstrate Civil War
drill, loading and firing muskets, and
campfire cooking.

Reenactor’s Journal is an educational
tool for these readers to improve their
impressions of the men, women, and chil-
dren of Civil War era. In addition to wear-
ing accurate costumes reenactors try to
faithfully portray the customs of the his-
torical figures represented. “Farmers”
learn agricultural practices of the mid-
nineteenth century, while “shopkeepers”
study contemporary inventory and prices.
Reenactors are also conversant in period
politics and social graces.

With this in mind in 1989 we began
planning a magazine that would supply
the knowledge reenactors needed. At the
time, there was only one other publication
in the U.S. designed for reenactors.

In order to clarify our intended audi-
ence we decided to add the footline of
“For Civil War Military and Civilian
Reenactors”.

The next task was to find advertisers
for our new publication, so we developed
a four page-brochure, set advertising rates,
printed business cards, and travelled to a
big reenactment near Richmond, Virginia
to announce our new magazine. Various
sutlers (merchants) at the event showed an
interest in us, but made no commitments.

One of the other important tasks was
seeking contributors to the magazine. This

task proved to be easier than expected.
People were eager to lend a hand, know-
ing they would not be paid, but wanting
to see our publication succeed. A good
friend, David Evans, volunteered to edit
the magazine and also to contribute articles,
including a highly popular series on prepa-
ration of Civil War cuisine. Evans, a profes-
sional writer, has been one of the main
reasons for the quality of articles and the
sustained growth of Reenactor’s Journal.

By December 1989 we had nearly 100
subscribers and had lined up enough
advertisers to cover the production costs of
our first effort. We purchased a couple of
mailing lists and mailed several thousand
free copies to spread the word of our exdst-
ence. We continued this mailing campaign
for about three months which helped
increase our subscriptions substantially.

Civil War reenacting is one way of
breathing life into the past. Reenactor’s
Journal helps today’s reenactors more
accurately portray the men and women
of the Civil War era. For more informa-
tion contact Reenactor’s Journal at P.O.
Box 1864, Varna, IL 61375 or call
(309)463-2123.

Rick Keating co-owns and produces the
Reenactors Journal with his wife Pat
Keating. They live in Varna, IL.

The National Council
on Public History

PH promotes the applica-
tion of historical

scholarship outside the university in
government, business, historical societies,
preservation organizations, archives,
libraries, professional associations, and
public interest groups.

For details contact NCPH President
Philip V. Scarpino, Department of
History, IUPUI, 530 Cavanaugh Hall,
425University Blvd., Indianapolis, IN 46202~
5140; Vice-president Patricia Mooney-
Melvin, Department of History, Loyola
University-Chicago,820N. Michigan Ave.,
Chicago, IL 60611; or Elizabeth B. Monroe,
327 Cavanaugh Hall-TUPUI, 425 Univer-
sity Blvd., Indianapolis, IN 46202-5140;
(317)274-2716.

Forchange of address, write UC Press,
2120 Berkeley Way, Berkeley, CA 94720.

Submissions to Public History News
should be sent to Elizabeth Monroe, Editor,
at the address above.

— ALHFAM continued from front page

voice of ALHFAM. In 1992, after a long
association with the Smithsonian Institu-
tion, Conner Prairie became the institu-
tional home of the Bulletin. The new
editors redesigned the bulletin to include
the “ALHFAM forum” (in which issues of
importance to the museum community are
debated by essayists), a “spotlight” section
focusing on different sites, and “Research
Notes” (which offers advice on research
sources and techniques). Also to be found
within its pages are scholarly articles, book
reviews, bibliographies, classified ads, and
general information of importance to
members.

ALHFAM is organized to pursue its
goal of enhancing and promoting living
history. Regional representatives offer pro-
gramming, information, and networking

opportunities for members. Standing com-
mittees include those concerned with seeds
and plants, livestock, clothing, foodways,
and interpretation. Each strives to provide a
forum through which contributions may be
made to its area of interest. ALHFAM sees
itself as an organization with something to
offer to all members of the history commu-
nity. Those interested in membership should
contact: George Paloheimo, El Rancho de las
Golondrinas, Rt. 14, Box 214, Sante Fe, NM
87505; (505)471-2261.

A sample copy of the Bulletin may be
obtained for $3.00 by writing Steve Cox or
Timothy Crumrin, Conner Prairie, 13400
Allisonville Road, Fishers, IN 46038.

Timothy Crumrin is the editor of the
ALHF AM Bulletin and a historian at Conner

Prairie. §




Mentoring at the AASLH Annual Meeting

by Michael D. Carman

In September of 1993 the American
sociation for State and Local History
implemented a pilot mentoring program
at its annual meeting in Columbus, Ohio.
Initially, thirty-five of the nearly 600 meet-
ing participants identified themselves as
“newcomers” on registration forms and
asked to be included in the mentoring
program. A further three registrants re-
quested mentoring at the meeting.
Twenty-three senior members of the
AAGSLH volunteered to act as mentors and
several others adopted newcomers at the
annual meeting.

All of this activity developed from a
suggestion at the previous year’s annual
meeting that the association start a
mentoring program. We were primarily
interested in providing an opportunity for
entry-level historical administrators to
spend some time with our grizzled veter-
ans. However, the association’s executive
director, Patricia Gordon Michael, pointed
out that mentoring could be utilized to
assist newcomers in meeting those people
whom they wanted to meet and to make
the meeting more enjoyable.

Notices about the mentoring program
t the annual meeting appeared in litera-
re on the meeting and in association
periodicals. The meeting registration form
provided space to indicate first time par-

ticipation and interest in the mentoring
program. There was also a space to volun-
teer as a mentor. Copies of forms that
included positive responses to the
mentoring program were forwarded to the
volunteer chair.

Where it was possible, mentors and
newcomers were matched according to
geography and job titles. A newcomer
educator or curator was paired with some-
one nearby with a similar title. Letters
were sent welcoming newcomers and
identifying the mentors assigned. Similar
letters were posted to mentors. Both letters
included suggestions on how to arrange a
meeting in Columbus.

Our major purpose was to help new-
comers feel welcome at the annual meet-
ing. Most of the veteran association
members recalled the awkwardness of
their first meeting and how even a single
familiar face was so welcome. Mentors
were encouraged to accompany newcom-
ers to social functions and to introduce
their newcomer to as many people as pos-
sible. Newcomers were likewise encour-
aged to attend the opening reception.
Association officers and staff actively
sought out new meeting participants who
were identified by a distinctive ribbon on
their name badge. Between eighty and
ninety people attended the reception and

stayed long after the food and beverages
were depleted.

There were problems with last minute
cancellations and with mentors who were
unable to make contact with their new-
comers. Usually another veteran member
stepped forward. One mentor reported
that he would only be at the meeting for
one day and his newcomer was traveling
to the meeting from Australia. Another
mentor was identified with interests that
corresponded with those of the visitor
from down under. The replacement made
a special effort to arrive early and to pro-
vide materials in the Aussie’s interest area.

We consider our pilot mentoring pro-
gram to have been very successful, and are
in the process of conducting participant
evaluations. Next year, we plan to have a
new and improved mentoring program.
We are currently exploring the possibili-
ties for an on-the-job mentoring program
as well.

Mr. Carman received his Master of Arts
degree in history at San Diego State Univer-
sity and is currently the Museum Division
Director for the Arizona Department of Li-
brary Archives, and Public Records. He is a
twenty-year member of the American Associa-
tion for State and Local History and Chair of
the Mentoring Committee.

Bethany College Receives Collection

Bethany College received the Upper
Ohio Valley History Collection, containing
about 6,000 books, manuscripts, rare maps
and letters, 8,000 postcards, and other
records of the Upper Ohio Valley on
March 5, 1993. Joseph M. Sakach Jr., a
Bethany alumnus and trustee, purchased
the collection for the college from Paul
Rieger. Rieger began the collection in 1958
while searching for a history of Belmont
County, Ohio.

The collection is housed at the
college’s T.W. Phillips Library. Research-
ers and historians must make appoint-
ments to look at the collection. Rieger’s
collection includes materials from Brooke,
Hancock, Marshall and Ohio counties in
West Virginia; Belmont, Harrison,
«*efferson and Monroe counties in Ohio;

i hd Washington County in Pennsylvania.

Rieger identified these nine counties as a
single unit because of their cultural, social,
political, intellectual, and economic inter-
relatedness. He approached Bethany Col-
lege because it is geographically in the
middle of this area.

The collection includes many of the
first books ever to be printed in the region,
including a 1796 almanac published in
Washington County. The diversity of area
materials ranges from a handbook written
by the Rev. George Peterkin, the first Epis-
copal Bishop of West Virginia, to 300
books dedicated to immigration and 400
works concerning coal, steel, general busi-
ness and the role of women in the labor
force. The collection also includes Quaker,
African-American, and abolitionist his-
tory, as well as some autographed docu-
ments. Materials of national and state

interest are included in the new room,
such as the 1861 State of the Union ad-
dress, and the Acts of the General Assem-
bly at Wheeling on May 6, 1862 declaring
West Virginia statehood.

The Upper Ohio Valley Collection also
includes postcards, mostly dating since
1905, and ephemera such as advertising
brochures, posters, business letterhead
and trade cards. Rieger’s 1983 bibliogra-
phy listed topics which ranged from
children’s books, banking, and climate to
sheet music and the Ohio RailRoad.

Arrangements to see the collection can
be handled through the Archivist R.
Jeanne Cobb, T.W. Phillips Memorial Li-
brary, Bethany College, Bethany, WV
26032; (304)829-7321. Some xeroxing is
possible, but an appointment is needed to
see the collection.




National History Day

by Cathy Gorn

National History Day encourages stu-
dents in grades six through twelve to re-
search and prepare papers, projects,
performances and media presentations
based on a historical theme. After months
of extensive research and analysis of pri-
mary materials, students enter their work
into competition where they are evaluated
by professional historians and educators.
History Day itself is the culmination of a
series of contests at progressive levels. At
the first stage, students assemble on a
college or university campus in their area:
winners in seven categories in two age
divisions then progress to a state contest;
and, finally, the winners from each state
take part in a national contest held at the
University of Maryland at College Park
each June.

From a small, local program in 1975,
National History Day now encompasses
all states and the District of Columbia, and

engages over 400,000 secondary school
students in sophisticated research and
scholarly presentations in creative formats.
The students are supported and assisted
by over 45,000 teachers who represent the
backbone of the program.

National History Day is sponsored
and coordinated across the country by a
variety of organizations and institutions:
by college- and university-based faculty,
historical societies, humanities councils,
and social studies councils.

Each year students choose topics based
on an annual theme. Themes structure the
students’ organization of material and the
contests themselves. These Themes also
promote an interdisciplinary approach to
teaching and learning and encourage stu-
dents to learn history by integrating the
materials and methods of social studies,
art, literature, language and music into
their entries.

Above: Ist place Jr. Performance winners for 1992 "The Forgotten 49ers”.

Right: A 1992 ist place winner for display.

This year’s theme, “Geography in His-
tory: People, Places, Time,” asks students to
investigate how geography has stimulated
or limited the human experience.

In the process of participating in the
National History Day program, students
must investigate resources at public insti-
tutions like historical societies, archives,
libraries, and museums. In turn, the insti-
tutions have become involved in the pro-
gram by offering workshops for teachers
and students. As a result secondary stu-
dents not only learn about an historical
topic, but also understand how public
institutions support research.

National History Day is an excellent
way to get students excited about history.
It is also a vehicle for involving public
history institutions in secondary education
and outreach.

Cathy Gorn is the Associate Executive
Director of the National History Day program.




The HTA/NHEN Find a New Home.

by Christine L. Compston

¢.5J TheUniversity of Tulsa is the new site
~ for the History Teaching Alliance and its
companion organization, the National
History Education Network. Joined by the
common goal of improving the quality of
history education in our nation’s schools,
the Alliance and the Network have dis-
tinct but complementary roles.

Established in 1985, the History
Teaching Alliance supports the develop-
ment and implementation of commu-
nity-based programs that bring together
teachers, museum educators, public
historians, and college or university
faculty for the purpose of enhancing the
professional competence of elementary
and secondary school teachers. Based on
the premise that the teacher is the key to
classroom instruction and student learn-
ing, the Alliance emphasizes content as a
way to establish the teacher as an au-
thority in the subject area.

The model generally used for local
collaboratives has been a two- to three-
week summer institute followed by regu-
lar meetings of participants throughout
the academic year. The Alliance is never-
theless developing additional formats to
accommodate the needs of different com-
hunities. The underlying consideration,
regardless of the model adopted, is the
creation of a forum in which history edu-
cators can come together as equals for the
purpose of enlarging the teachers’ under-
standing of a particular subject and, as a
result, strengthening the classroom experi-
ence. The Alliance is prepared to assist
educators in designing collaboratives,
drafting proposals, raising funds, imple-
menting programs, and evaluating
projects. For example, teachers may ap-
proach the Alliance for assistance in pro-
posal preparation for a Masterwork Study
Grant through the National Endowment
for the Humanities. Museum educators
may ask the Alliance for fresh project
ideas to conduct workshops for local his-
tory teachers.

The National History Education Net-
work, a coalition of nearly thirty profes-
sional associations and organizations,
complements the activities of the Alliance
by disseminating information relating to
history education. Through its newsletter,
the Network distributes information to
history teachers regarding available edu-

cational activities, programs, and re-
gources, including those intended to
HAeepen understanding of the histories of

diverse groups. Since the Alliance is a
member of the Network, its activities and
services are included in the newsletter,
along with those of the National Council

on Public History, National History Day,
the National Register of Historic Places,
the National Trust for Historic Preserva-
tion, the National Archives, the National
Historical Publications and Records Com-
mission, and the National Museum of
American History (Smithsonian Institu-
tion) — to mention but a few of the organi-
zations involved.

Through the newsletter, the Network
hopes to provide a widening circle of
teachers with specific information about
curriculum materials, summer institutes,
and other programs that will enhance their
ability to teach and, in turn, enrich the
experiences of their students. In addition,
this sharing of information should help
organizations coordinate their efforts and
encourage history educators to adopt or
adapt successful projects to meet the needs
of their own communities.

Following a slightly different tack but
moving toward the larger goal of enhanc-
ing the teaching of history, the Network is
charged with compiling and disseminat-
ing information on state and school dis-
trict policies with regard to (1) high school
graduation requirements, (2) teacher certi-
fication requirements, (3) textbook adop-
tion policies, (4) course and curriculum
content requirements and guidelines, and
(5) history teaching and learning in com-
munity and cultural institutions.

The Network promotes the profes-
sional development of history teachers by

supporting recognition of faculty contribu-
tions for the advancement of history edu-
cation, encouraging professional
associations to increase the services of-
fered to precollegiate teachers, and advo-
cating strong preservice and graduate
level teacher certification programs.

. Representatives from the American
Historical Association, the National
Council for the Social Studies, and the
Organization of American Historians,
along with delegates from other profes-
sional history organizations, serve on the
policy boards of both the Alliance and
the Network.

Membership in the Network is open to
any group or individual who shares the
commitment to strengthen history educa-
tion in the schools. Organizational mem-
bers set policy and oversee the
operations of the Network. Individual
members ($25 per year) receive mailings
and participate in Network activities.
For application materials or additional
information about the National History
Education Network and the History
Teaching Alliance, contact HTA/NHEN,
Department of History, University of
Tulsa, 600 South College Ave., Tulsa, OK
74104-3189. (918)631-2349.

Christine L. Compston was recently
appointed the Director of the HTA/NHEN.
Dr. Compston is a former Fulbright Scholar
who served with the National Council for
Upper Secondary Education in Norway.




PRESIDENT’S COLUMN

by Philip V. Scarpino

Greetings from Indianapolis. Like
most other organizations, NCPH has
rhythms to its institutional life; fall brings
membership renewals and the semi-an-
nual meeting of the Board of Directors and
Editorial Board in Washington, D.C. Per-
haps because of the intersection of these
two things, I have membership and the
contributions of members on my mind as |
write this column. A focus on this theme
will, of necessity, leave out much that is
going on, so I do want to mention that
when the board gathered in Washington
this fall we had a very productive joint
meeting with representatives of the Soci-

ety for History in the Federal Government.

The two organizations have much in com-
mon, and I look forward to cooperation
and collaboration in the future.

By now, all of you should have re-
ceived your renewal materials from the
University of California Press. NCPH is a
membership organization; its ability to
serve its members, to advocate, and to
proselytize for public history, all de-
pends on the willingness of individuals
and institutions to become members.
One of the benefits of membership is The
Public Historian, a lively and innovative
journal that is on the cutting edge of
scholarship in the field of public history.
So, if you have not yet renewed, I urge
you to do so. NCPH offers a professional
“home” for a broad spectrum of profes-
sional historians and historical organiza-
tions. Please ask your institutions and
your colleagues to join with you and be-
come members of NCPH.

The Board of Directors has set mem-
bership as a high priority for 1993-94.
We have backed that commitment to
expanding membership with a substan-
tial part of our discretionary budget.
Responsibility for membership rests with
the membership committee, which is chaired
by NCPH's Vice President, Patricia Mooney-
Melvin. In addition to financial resources,
Pat has a large and active committee, which
is currently developing mailing lists for
our annual meeting in Sacramento (March
17-20, 1994), for a special luncheon at the
OAH in Atlanta (April 14-17, 1994), and

for a general solicitation in the U.S. and
Canada. If you can suggest names to add to
any of these lists, please contact Pat Mooney-
Melvin at the Department of History, Loyola
University of Chicago. If you would like
membership brochures to recruit friends and
colleagues, contact, Elizabeth Monroe, Ex-
ecutive Director, NCPH. (Both addresses
are listed on page 2.)

One aspect of augmenting member-
ship is reaching new constituencies, and
along that line, Liz Monroe and her assis-
tant, Doug Wilson, deserve recognition.
Liz developed a special brochure and
letter aimed at selling NCPH's publica-
tions and our video, “Public History
Today,” to departments of history in
small colleges. Doug did all of the hard
work associated with doing the mailing,
and he gets to collect the money. So far,
the response has been phenomenal; they
have sold about $2,500 worth of publica-
tions and videos, and in the process, have
placed much information about public
history in the hands of undergraduate
educators, advisors, and students.

In September, the Board of Directors
and the Editorial Board held its semi-an-
nual meeting in Washington, and once
again, I was reminded of how much
NCPH depends on the dedication and
volunteer time of its members. Much of
the work of NCPH is accomplished in its
committees, which report semi-annually
to the board. As a result, meetings of the
board provide a good picture of the hard
work of the members of committees.

Space does not permit me to mention
the charges and projects of all of the com-
mittees, but I would like to highlight a
few. The program committee for 1994,
chaired by Alan Newell, Historical Re-
search Associates, Inc., is well on its way
to putting together a first-class program,
organized around the theme of public
history and the environment. The local
arrangements committee chaired by Jim
Williams, California History Center, is
getting set to welcome us to Sacramento,
March 17 to 20, 1994, with an agenda that
promises a winning combination of en-
lightenment and entertainment.

The board has given a “green light” to
the Outreach Committee, chaired by
Shelley Bookspan, PHR Environmental, to
develop plans for a traveling display,
which will be used to explain public his-
tory and the services of public historians at
a wide variety of professional conferences.
Publications, headed by Lorne McWatters,
Middle Tennessee State University, is busy
resuscitating the syllabus exchange, with
an eye on making it available electroni-
cally and with added features, such as
comments by the instructors and by pub-
lic-sector historians. Curriculum and
Training, chaired by Bill Bryans, Okla-
homa State University, is monitoring and
commenting on the development of pro-
fessional standards by related organiza-
tions, such as the Society of American
Archivists and the National Council for
Preservation Education. Standards that
they develop could have a significant,
long-term impact on public history and on
the employment of public historians. .

Finally, the ad hoc, Historical Advo-
cacy Committee, chaired by Jeff Brown,
New Mexico State, is preparing a recom-
mendation for the board as to what role
the National Council on Public History
should play in influencing actions of the
federal government that have an impact
on the public practice of history. I asked
this committee to be sensitive to qualifica-
tions for, and employment of historians,
but also to accept a broader charge that
will demonstrate NCPH’s interest in his-
tory and how history is practiced and not
just in jobs. As it moves towards making
its report, Jeff's committee is working in
cooperation with Page Miller, National
Coordinating Committee for the Promo-
tion of History, as well as other history
and history-related groups.

Much is going on; all of it the result of
time and effort donated by members.
There is always room for more volunteers,
so if you want to get involved, let me
know. Please tell your co-workers and
colleagues about NCPH. We have much to
offer, and in turn, we derive our strength
directly from our members.

Robert Lloyd Kelley died on August 28,1993, in Santa Barbara, California. Bob Kelley
made incalculable contributions to public history, founding one of the first graduate pro-
grams to train historians for professional lives outside the academy, shaping and encourag-
ing the field with his writing, public appearances, and nurturing advice. His faith that
society both needed more history and could be led to demand it was both prescient and in-
spirational. His daily work has ended, but his influence will reach far into the future, add-
ing to our reserves of wisdom and enthusiasm. The NCPH salutes the life and work of this
great and good man, who cannot be replaced. We deeply mourn his passing.




CONSULTANTS” WORKING GROUP

~mDy Stan Hordes

In response to growing interest on the
part of the constituency of consulting his-
torians within the body of the NCPH, the
Council has formed a Consultants’ Work-
ing Group, established to serve the needs
of those who make their living from con-
tract work. The idea for the CWG ema-
nated from a brainstorming session last
year in Denver attended by Alan Newell
(Historical Research Associates), Shelly
Bookspan (PHR Environmental), Paul
Soifer (Bancroft Group), Brit Storey (Bu-
reau of Land Management), and Stan
Hordes (HMS Associates). The CWG held
its first organizational meeting at the Val-
ley Forge Meeting last spring and at-
tracted some thirty members.

Among the issues identified by the
group as most pressing are the develop-
ment of a consultants’ directory, speakers
bureau, and consultant’s hotline and se-
curing a group health insurance policy for
independent consultants.

As the title emphasizes, the CWG is
working actively toward addressing these
concerns. Bill Babcock and Gary Williams
(Heritage Research Center) are busy devel-
ping the hotline—a system where con-
ultants with extensive experience in the

history business can provide advice to
those who either are just starting out in the
field, or merely need help on an issue that
they are facing for the first time. Among
the concerns to be addressed are business
start-up, conflicts of interest, contract ne-
gotiations, and professional liability.

Catherine Brennan (Salt River Project)
is making her way through all the ever-
changing complexities of the health insur-
ance business, trying to secure the best
medical insurance policy for those of us who
have no affordable access to such services.

Another significant issue facing the
CWG involves marketing the skills of its
members among potential client organiza-
tions on a national level. The CWG is co-
operating with the NCPH’s Outreach
Committee in coordinating plans for the
NCPH to have a presence at the profes-
sional meetings of targeted national orga-
nizations most likely to utilize the services
that we have to offer. Examples of such
organizations include the American Bar
Association, the Society for Historical
Archaeology, and national meetings of
planners, environmental firms, etc.

We are exploring the feasibility of
developing an exhibit booth for display at
these meetings, where we could distribute
the brochures of participating consultants,
as well as provide access to a consultants’
directory. To complement the exhibit, repre-
sentatives of the CWG would present formal
papers at the meetings outlining the ways in
which history could help these constituen-
cies to do their jobs more effectively. Such a
plan would be carried out in three one-year
stages: (1) development of the exhibit and
on-line consultants’ directory; (2) test-mar-
keting of the package; (3) implementation.

CWG member Kathi Ann Brown, a
consulting historian based in Arlington,

Virginia, has just published a 24-page book-
let designed to help institutions grapple with
the ins and outs of commissioning internal
history books. Profiting from the Past: A Practi-
cal Guide to Publishing Your Organization’s
History lays out the steps from initial concep-
tion to final distribution and points out typi-
cal pitfalls and problems along the way to
publication. The veteran of three commis-
sioned book projects, Brown offers no-non-
sense advice on questions ranging from how
to insulate a book project from internal poli-
tics to what constitutes a realistic schedule
and budget for producing a top-quality
tome. Profiting from the Past also highlights
the issues and advantages associated with
hiring an outside consultant to research
and write an internal history.

The Consultants Working Group con-
tinues to expand its membership. If you
are a member of NCPH, make your princi-
pal living from historical consulting, and
wish to affiliate with the CWG, please
contact either of the co-chairs: Stan
Hordes, HMS Associates, Inc., P.O. Box
4543, Santa Fe, NM 87501; or Jill Mesirow,
14 Green Park Court, Deerfield, IL 60015.
To order a copy of Profiting from the Past,
call or write Kathi Ann Brown, The Word
Association, 737 N. Nelson St., Number 20,
Arlington, VA 22203, (703)524-9108. The
publication is available without charge to
NCPH members if ordered before Decem-
ber 15, 1993. Non-members and requests
submitted after December 15, should in-
clude a check for $5.00 with the order.




WASHINGTON UPDATE

Page Putnam Miller

Hackney confirmed
as Head of the National
Endowment for the Hu-
manities. On August 3
the Senate voted 76 for
and 23 against the nomi-
nation of Sheldon Hackney, a prize-win-
ning historian and President of the
University of Pennsylvania, for chair of
the NEH. Hackney is a distinguished his-
torian, a successful university administra-
tor, and a longtime champion of both
scholarly research and the public presenta-
tion of the humanities.

OMB Issues New Federal Policy on
Electronic Data. On June 25 the Office of
Management and Budget issued its long-
awaited revision of OMB Circular A-130,
which establishes the policy that federal
agencies will follow when acquiring, us-
ing, and distributing government informa-
tion. Of particular interest to researchers
are the specific obligations that agencies
have for making government information
in electronic format available to the public.
The revised Circular A-130 appeared in
the July 2 Federal Register.

Judge Rules in favor of Nixon and
FurtheiDelays Access to Tapes. On Au-
gust 10 U.S. District Judge Royce
Lamberth ruled that the National Archives
could not release, as scheduled, 4,000
hours of White House conversations taped
in 1972 during the period of the Watergate
break-in. In a 1992 lawsuit, historian
Stanley Kutler charged the National Ar-
chives with unreasonably delaying access
to the tapes. Nixon's attorney, Stan
Mortenson, focused much of his argument
around a 1979 agreement between the
National Archives and Nixon in which the
Archives agreed to return to Nixon all
personal taped material and to release the
tapes as an “integral file segment”. The
National Archives has returned no per-
sonal material to Nixon and is not treating
the 4,000 hours of tapes as an “integral file
segment” that must be released as a
whole. In his ruling, Judge Lamberth
noted that both Nixon and the public had
been served poorly by the Archives’ fail-
ure to implement the law and the 1979
agreement; however, he found the argu-
ments concerning the violation of Nixon's
rights most convincing and granted
Nixon’s motion.

Mid-Point Report on the FY'94 Ap-
propriations Process. Both the House and
the Senate have passed appropriations
bills for the National Archives and Na-
tional Historical Publications and Records
Commission’s grants program for FY’94.

The House bill provides funding for the
National Archives and NHPRC at the
level recommended by the President,
which is $193 million for the National
Archives with $4 million of that ear-
marked for NHPRC grants. The House bill
would mean a 20% cut for NHPRC grants
but an increase of $29 million for the Na-
tional Archives to cover the expenses re-
lated to opening Archives II. The House
bill specifies $177 million, the current
level, recommended for the National En-
dowment for the Humanities; $29 million,
the current level for the Institute of Mu-
seum Services; and $31 million, a $2 mil-
lion increase, for the state preservation
programs.

Reform of Declassification Policy. On
April 26 the President directed the Informa-
tion Security Oversight Office (IS00) to
head a task force to revise the Executive
Order on Classification and
Declassification. The task force plans to
have a draft executive order to give to the
President by November 30.

Update on PROFS case. It now ap-
pears that the ruling of the U.S. Circuit
Court of Appeals for the District of Co-
lumbia will stand. The ruling declared that
the record keeping practices of the Execu-
tive Office of the President and the Na-
tional Security Council are unlawful
because they permit the destruction of

historically valuable electronic mail infor- m,
mation. U.S. District Court Judge Charles § #
Richey ordered the preservation of 6,000
magnetic tapes and hard disks made at the
White House during the Reagan and Bush
administrations. A number of key issues
remain to be resolved.

Revision of the National Park
Service’s Thematic Framework. In 1989
Congress passed legislation that required
the National Park Service to revise its his-
torical thematic framework. In May the
National Park Service and the Organization
of American Historians signed a cooperative
agreement to revise the framework. The
revised historical framework has the poten-
tial for dramatically changing the way the
National Park Service thinks about history.
Instead of placing sites and parks in sepa-
rate categories, it emphasizes the overlap-
ping nature of themes and offers the
National Park Service a fresh perspective
for identifying future landmarks and
parks and rethinking interpretive pro-
grams.

Clinton Administration signals major
shift on Freedom of Information Act. On
October 4 the Justice Department issued
new guidance on agency implementation
of the Freedom of Information Act. The
guidance takes some positive steps towar
increased openness and rescinds the re-
strictive policies of the Reagan/Bush Era.

Service Medals.

Dr. Maurice Matloff died on July 14, 1993, in Rockville, Maryland. Dr. Matloff was the
chief historian of the Army from 1970 until retiring in 1981, and was an authority on strategic
planning. He was the author of Strategic Planning and Coalition Warfare a two-volume study
that is a standard work on U.S. strategy during World War IL.

During the 1980s Dr. Matloff was a member of the editorial board of The Public Historian.
He was also an adjunct professor of military history at Georgetown University from 1983 until
1992. He was a recipient of the Army’s Meritorious, Exceptional and Qutstanding Civilian
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BULLETIN

Awards and Fellowships
; The Coordinating Committee on
Women in the Historical Profession, the

Conference Group on Women's History, and
the Berkshire Conference of Women Histori-
ans announce the fourth annual competition
for a $500 Graduate Student Award to assist
in the completion of thesis work. Applicants

may be in any field of history, but must be
female graduate student historians in U.S.
institutions who have achieved A.B.D. sta-

tus. Deadline for submissions is December 1,
1993. For application forms and information,
contact: Prof. Cornelia Dayton, Dept. of His-

tory, Univ. of California, Irvine, CA 92717;
(714)856-6521; fax (714)725-2865.

The California Heritage Preservation
Commission is accepting applications for
the “Archivist Award of Excellence”. The

award is intended to honor individuals who

have done superior work in archives and
records within California. Applicants must
have worked with materials which are pri-

marily related to California, performed work
which is clearly identified as archival, record-

, or manuscript-related and which has been
completed within the past five years. Ap-
plication deadline is December 31, 1993.
Application forms are available from: Cali-
~Iomia State Archives, 201 N. Sunrise Ave.,

the State Archives at (916)773-3000.
The Naval Historical Center and the

Navy Historical Foundation seek nomina-
tions for the Ernest M. Eller prize in Naval

History. The purpose of the Eller prize,

which includes an honorarium of $1000, is

to encourage excellence in research, writ-
ing, and publication on the history of the
U.S. Navy. Nominations for articles pub-

lished in scholarly journals in 1993 may be
sent to: Senior Historian, Naval Historical

Center, Washington Navy Yard, 901 M

Street SE, Washington, DC 20374-5060. All

nominations must be submitted before
March 1, 1994.

The Ninth Judicial Circuit Historical

Society announces the 1993 competition

for the best manuscript on the legal history
of the American West. The award carries a
cash prize of $500. Original manuscripts of

25 to 75 pages in length and four photo-

copies along with a biographical statement

should be mailed no later than December

1, 1993. Submissions should be sent to:

Essay Prize Committee, Ninth Judicial

Circuit Historical Society, 125 South
. 4orand Ave., Pasadena, CA 91105.

The Commonwealth Center for the
Study of American Culture, a research
institute devoted to the interdisciplinary
study of post-eighteenth-century Ameri-
can Culture, invites applications for the
position of Commonwealth Center

oseville, CA 95661, or contact Joe Samora of

Postdoctoral Fellow for the Study of
American Culture (two year term, 1994-
1996). The appointee will hold a concur-
rent, non-tenure track faculty appointment
with appropriate faculty rank. Compensa-
tion includes a beginning annual stipend
of $27,000 and employee benefits. Review
of applications begins on December 1,
1993. For application forms, contact: Fel-
lowships, Commonwealth Center, P.O.
Box 8795, College of William and Mary,
Williamsburg, VA 23187-8795.

The Society for history in the Federal
Government seeks nominations for four
awards to be presented at the April 1994
annual meeting. The Society desires the
widest possible participation in the nomina-
tion process to honor work that has contrib-
uted to the study of the federal government.
The Henry Adams Prize will be given fora
book length narrative history that makes a
contribution to understanding federal gov-
ermnment history. The james Madison Prize
will be given for a published article related to
the history of the federal government. The
John Wesley Powell Prize will be made for
historical preservation. The Thomas
Jefferson Prize will be awarded for a re-
search tool, such as a finding aid, an in-
ventory, an index, a biographical
directory, or a bibliography. Nominations
for the Adams and Madison prizes are for
work published during 1993. Nominations
for the Powell and Jefferson prizes are for
work completed during 1992 or 1993. Three
copies of the publications accompanied by a
letter making the nomination, should be
submitted to the awards committee. The
nomination for the historical preservation
award must be accompanied by a 1500-word
statement describing the project’s scope and
purpose as well as appropriate photographs,
film, or videotapes. Entries must be post-
marked by February 1, 1994, and must be
sent to David Wigdor, Manuscript division,
Library of Congress, Washington, DC 20540.
(202)707-5383.

The New Jersey Historical Commis-
sion is offering grants of up to $8,000 to
assist projects dealing with New Jersey
history. Projects can include research,
writing, publication, exhibitions, oral his-
tory, teacher training, curriculum develop-
ment, classroom projects, public events,
the conservation of historical collections,
and the production of film, video, and
radio/television programs. Eligible appli-
cants include historians, teachers, local
and county historical organizations, muse-
ums, libraries, social service organizations,
and agencies of county and local govern-
ment. The application deadline is Febru-
ary 1, 1994. The commission also offers
minigrants of up to $1,000 to assist
smaller-scale projects. Applications for

minigrants to support public events must
be submitted at least 90 days before the
event. There is no application deadline for
other minigrants. For application forms,
guidelines, and information write to
Grants and Prizes, New Jersey Historical
Commission, CN 305, Trenton, NJ 08625-
0305 or call (609)292-6062.

The California Council for the Pro-
motion of History announces its annual
competition for mini-grants. The program
awards grants to Californja non-profit
organizations and units of state and local
government for projects involving histori-
ans and promoting quality history experi-
ences for significant audiences. Typical
grants range from $100 to $750. Applica-
tions must be postmarked no later than
Jan. 14, 1994. Applications are available
from the California Council for the Promo-
tion of History, 21250 Stevens Creek Blvd.,
Cupertino, CA 95014, atin: Jim Williams.

The Charles Warren Center of
Harvard University invites applications
for its 1994-95 fellowships from historians
who are involved in research in American
cultural and intellectual history. Appli-
cants must not be degree candidates at
any institution, and should have a Ph.D.
or equivalent degree. Fellows are mem-
bers of the University, with access to the
Harvard libraries and other facilities.
They have private offices and photo-
copying and postage privileges. Fellows
must remain in residence at the center for
the nine-month academic year (or four
months in the case of one-semester fel-
lows). Where financial support is neces-
sary, fellowships will carry stipends,
with a maximum of $25,000 each. Appli-
cation forms, due in the center by Janu-
ary 15, 1994, may be obtained by writing
to the Administrator, Charles Warren
Center, 118 Robinson Hall, Harvard Uni-
versity, Cambridge, MA 02138.

The American Antiquarian Society
offers short- and long-term Visiting Re-
search Fellowships during the period June
1, 1994 - May 31, 1995. All awards are for
research and writing in American history
and culture through the year 1876. The
awards include: AAS-National Endow-
ment for the Humanities Fellowships
(max. $30,000), Kate B. and Hall J. Peterson
Fellowships (max. $2,500), AAS-American
Society for Eighteenth-Century Studies
(max. $1,700) and Stephen Botein Fellow-
ships (max. $1,700). In all categories, appli-
cations are due, including letters of
recommendation, by January 15, 1994. For
Further information and applications,
contact John B. Hench, Director of Re-
search and Publications, American Anti-
quarian Society, 185 Salisbury 5t.,
Worcester, MA 01609-1634; (508)752-5813.
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The Centro de Estudios
Puertorriquenos, Hunter College is offer-
ing two Rockefeller Foundation Fellow-
ships in the Humanities for 1994-95, that
will allow the incumbents to join Centro
scholars in advancing interdisciplinary,
cross-cultural, and comparative critical
analyses of the theme: Histories and Dis-
courses of Group Poverty. The Centro
invites applications from academic and
independent scholars, and encourages
proposals concerned with this year’s
theme in North American, Latin Ameri-
can, the Caribbean, and Western European
contexts. All fellows must be in full-time
residence (from September through June
30). Fellows will receive a stipend of
$34,000 plus up to $3,000 for extra costs of
relocation, health benefits, housing, and
non-CUNY library privileges. The applica-
tion deadline is January 15, 1994. For fur-
ther information write: Dr. Rina Benmayor
or Dr. Antonio Lauria, Cento de Estudios
Puertorriquenos, Hunter College, 695 Park
Ave., Box 548, New York, NY 10021;
(212)772-5687; Fax:(212)772-4348.

The United States Army Center of Mili-
tary History offers two fellowships to civil-
ian graduate students preparing
dissertations on subjects related to the his-
tory of warfare on land, especially the his-
tory of the U.S. Army. Possible topics include
military biography, campaigns, military
organization and administration, policy,
strategy, tactics, training, technology, logis-
tics, and civil-military-social relations. Each
fellow receives an $8,000 stipend and access
to the Center’s facilities and technical exper-
tise. Applicants must be American citizens
and have completed by September 1993, all
requirements for the Ph.D. except the disser-
tation. Interested candidates should contact
Dr. Clayton Laurie, Executive Secretary,
CMH Dissertation Fellowship Committee,
U.S. Army Center of Military History,
Franklin Court Building, 1099 14th St, N.W.,
Washington, DC 20005-3402; tel. (202)504-
5364, fax. (202)504-5390. The deadline for
applications and supporting documents is
February 1,1994.

The National Historical Publications
and Records Commission (NHPRC) will
offer three historical editing fellowships in
1994. Partial funding will be provided by the
Andrew W. Mellon Foundation. Successful
candidates will receive a stipend of $27,500
and spend 10 months at a documentary
publication project beginning in the summer
of 1994. Participating projects are the Adams
Family Papers (Massachusetts Historical
Society, Boston), The Correspondence of
James K. Polk (University of Tennessee,
Knoxville), and the Emma Goldman Papers
(University of California, Berkeley). Ap-
plicants should hold a Ph.D. or have com-

pleted all requirements for the doctorate
except the dissertation. Further information
and application forms are available from the
NHPRC (NP), National Archives Building,
Washington, DC 20408; phone (202)501-5610.
Application deadline is March 1, 1994.

Conferences and Seminars

The Third International Mining His-
tory Conference will be held at the Colo-
rado School of Mines in Golden, CO, June
6-10, 1994. The main theme of the sympo-
sium is “Society and Technology”, one of
the lesser themes is “Historic Preserva-
tion”. For further information please con-
tact: Robert L. Spude, Conference
Coordinator, Mining History Association,
P.O. Box 150300, Denver, CO 80215

The twenty-third annual Institute for
the Editing of Historical Documents is
scheduled for June 19-30, 1994, in Madison,
Wisconsin. Jointly sponsored by the National
Historical Publications and Records Com-
mission (NHPRC), the State Historical Soci-
ety of Wisconsin, and the University of
Wisconsin, the institute will provide detailed
theoretical and practical instruction in docu-
mentary editing and publication. Further
information and application forms are avail-
able from the NHPRC (NP), National Ar-
chives Building, Washington, DC 20408;
phone (202)501-5610. Application deadline is
March 15, 19%4

Calls for Papers

The Mining History Association will
begin publication of an Annual in mid-1994.
Authors of articles treating aspects of the
development of mining in history or prehis-
tory are invited to submit manuscripts by
January 31, 19%4. Text should be double
spaced and follow the guidelines set forth in
the University of Chicago’s A Manual of
Style. Submissions should be sent to: John M.
Townkey, Editor, Great Basin Studies Cen-
ter, 5480 Goldenrod, Reno, NV 89511

The Center for the Study of the
American South seeks papers concerning
the folk, popular and high culture of the
south for its new publication Southern
Cultures. Send proposed papers to CSAS,
Manning Hall, University of North Caro-
lina, Chapel Hill, NC 27599-3355.

Western Washington University an-
nounces a call for papers, paper panels,
and round table discussions for the 47th
annual meeting of the Pacific Northwest
History conference to be held in
Bellingham, WA, March 24-26, 1994. The
program comumittee invites proposals
from all interested parties on any aspect of
the region’s history. The deadline for pro-
posals is December 15, 1993. Send propos-
als to: Chris Friday, Dept. of History,

MS9056, Western Washington University,
Bellingham, WA 98225. For more informa-
tion call (206)650-4862.

The New England American Studies
Association (NEASA) announces a call for
papers for its annual conference on
“American Popular Cultures: At Home
and Abroad” at Brown University on May
7-9, 1994. Contact Fritz Fleischmann,
Babson College, Babson Park, MA 02157-
0310; or call (617)239-4400 fax (617)239-
4312, by February 15.

The American Studies Association
announces a call for papers for its annual
meeting on “Borders and Bonds: Society
and Customs in a World of Regions”, in
Nashville, TN on October 27-30, 1994. The
ASA welcomes proposals for individual
papers as well for entire panels and work-
shops. The Program Committee will give
careful consideration to all topics dealing
with American Culture. The Committee
will pay particular attention to the propos-
als that explore the fluid boundaries of
culture and identity in the conflicted years
of European conquest/settlement and amid
the fitful formation of national and regional
systems. All participants must register for
the Annual Meeting and be members of the
ASA, or an affiliated, international American
Studies Association. For further informa-
tion contact the 1994 Program Committee
Co-Chairs, Professor Robert Gross, c/o
Charles Warren Center for Studies in
American History, Robinson Hall, Cam-
bridge, MA 02138; or Professor Margaretta
Lovell, Department of Art History, Univer-
sity of California, Berkeley, CA 94720.

Announcements

The National Institute for the Conser-
vation of Cultural Property announces its
1994 Conservation Assessment Program
Grants (CAP). The grants are funded by
the Institute of Museum Services and pro-
vides funds on a noncompetitive, first-
come, first-served, basis for a conservation
assessment of a museum’s collections,

~ environmental conditions, and, where

appropriate, historic structures. CAP also
helps institutions with living collections,
including Zoos, aquariums, botanical gar-
dens and arboreta. CAP grants are one-time
awards. CAP is designed to serve only those
museums whose collections and physical
plants can be surveyed within a two day
period. The grant cannot be used as supple-
mental funding for a longer or more specific
conservation survey. The deadline for
reception of materials is December 3, 1993.¢™
For additional information and applica- &
tion materials please write to : National
Institute for the Conservation of Cultural
Property, 3299 K Street, NW, Suite 403,
Washington, DC 20007. (202)625-1495.
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REQUESTS FOR PROPOSALS )
To Host ANNUAL MEETINGS
IN 1996 OR 1997

Preliminary proposal to be presented in person at the annual meeting in Sacramento.

Proposals shall include:
¢ Accommodations and transportation * Indication of fiscal responsibility
* Local arrangements committee * Ancillary activities

For more information contact:
Elizabeth B. Monroe
327 Cavanaugh Hall
425 University Blvd.
Indianapolis, IN 46202-5140
(317)274-2716
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