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The Town and City Gallery: 
Partnerships in Community History 
by Bill Gates, Curator, Ohio Historical Society 
Ray Schuck, Director, Allen County Museum 

The Ohio Historical Society completed 
a three year renovation of its history exhibits 
at the historical center in Columbus in 
November 1989. These changes provided an 
opportunity to incorporate local city and 
county history in a comprehensive and 
meaningful way. The renovation features 
a town and city gallery, which exhibits the 
history of mid-sized Ohio communities on 
a rotating, annual basis. 

The exhibition renovation incorpo
rated a comprehensive, chronolOgical 
history of Ohio and interpreted a number 
of major themes including immigration 
and population,. UIban and economic devel
opment, and the social and political history 
of the state. These themes, and a number 
of others, as well as important collections, 
receive closer scrutiny in a series of adja
cent galleries. The exhibits in these galle;
ies change annually and are intended to 
supplement and .enhance the permanent 
chronological history of the state. 

The city of lima was chosen to initiate 
the town and city gallery by the Ohio His
torical Society for a number of reasons. 
The history of the city contained all of the 
major ingredients of small city industrial, 
urban, and social development. The com-
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munity has an 
active professional 
historical society 
with a diverse and 
important collec
tion of objects and 
documentation for 
a thorough inter
pretation of its 
past. In addition, 
the staff at the 
local museum 
possessed knowl
edge of local his
tory and a 
willingness to 
assist with the 
project. 

A Quarterly Publication of the National 
Council on Public History in cooperation 
with the Department of History, Indiana 

I. 
University at Indianapolis. Funds to aid in 
publication have been provided by the indi
ana Humanities Council. 

In tum, the 
Allen County Mu
seum saw an op
portunity to have 
an exhibition pro
duced on the his
tory of its county 
seat by the experi
enced curatorial 
and talented de
sign staff of the 
state historical 
agency. This in
cluded the inter
pretation of objects 
and photographs, 
the restoration of 
selected objects 
by Ohio Histori
cal Society conser
vators, exhibit 

Ohio's Town and City Gallery is derigned to be displayed both Ql the state 
historical society (top) and in the featured town (bottom). 
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.:.ases built by society cabinetmakers, and a 
completed exhibit which included a photo 
mural, interpretive labels, and exhibit 
mounts and props. With accreditation of its 
facility by the American Association of Mu
seums pending, the museum and county 

officials wholeheartedly embraced the offer 
to collaborate on the endeavor. 

The Ohio Historical Society and the 
Allen County Museum formed a partnership 
to share information, research materials and, 
collections. The rounty group appointed a 

See Gallery pg. 14 
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Desert Storm Reflections on the "Information Age" 
By Rev. Jack Dixon 

A Lutheran pastor, Rev. Dixon is a captain 
in the U.S. Army Reseroes and seroed in Op
eration Desert Storm. He prepared this article 
for PHN shortly after his return from the war. 

I am told that every day, ordinary life 
in America came to a screeching halt on 
the 17th of January 1991. On that day, so 
they say, nearly every man, woman and 
child ceased routine life and glued them
selves to the television. The desaiptions of 
that event, which I've heard, range from 
the absurd to the comical. I'm told that 
people planned their daily activities with 
one question on their minds and their lips, 
"Are you watching THE WAR on CNN?" I 
say, "So I'm told," because I was not around 
to see that history unfold. I was sitting, quite 
literally, in the middle of the history you 
watched in your homes, at the office, and 
even while shopping at the local mall. 

I was the Battalion Chaplain of the 
petroleum unit that supported General 
Schwarzkopfs "Hail Mary Pass". We 
were located some 250 miles west of the 
main push into Kuwait. Sitting just six 
miles south of the Iraqi border, from the 
day that the air war began we awaited our 
orders to move into Iraq and then pivot to 
the east to mount the flanking assault into 
Kuwait. For the month prior to the ground 
war and nearly three months following 
the cease fire, the desert was our home. 
Over 30 miles from the nearest town, we 
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were located in one of the most dangerous 
of all places during the war. With open, 
barren desert before us and behind us, 
there was no place to hide. It was a six to 
eight hour drive on a mediocre two-lane 
blacktop road to any large concentration of 
troops, protection, and any semblance of 
civilization and accompanying amenities. 

And yet, unlike those soldiers in
volved in any major military action of the 
past, we were not isolated by our remote 
location. Twenty-four hours a day my 
wife's voice was just fifty feet and thirteen 
"touch-tone" digits away. Unlike past 
wars, this one included all the high tech, 
"gee-whiz" gadgets of a James Bond 
movie. There were Satellite Telephones 
(International Marine Satellite Telephone
INMARSAT) and Satellite Navigation 
Systems (LORANS) that could pinpoint 
your exact location on the face of the earth 
to within ten feet horizontally and 10 feet 
vertically. Because of these connections to 
anywhere in the world, I knew of my 
youngest son's upcoming eye surgery 
before it happened, not after. I knew the 
successful outcome of the operation three 
days before the Riyadh, Saudi Arabia 
headquarters of the American Red Cross 
received official notification. 

The U. S. Mail bags that arrived every 
two or three days contained as many 
video tapes and cassette tapes as they did -
letters. Long before I arrived home in June, 
I had not just heard about, but had also 
seen (via video tape), my daughter'S new 
self-inflicted haircut, my six-year old's 
staring role in his school Christmas pro
gram (which I would never have seen other
wise), and my two-year old's expanded 
vocabulary, including the words "sow-dee 
waay-bee-a," and all the accompanying 
comical gestures. But this was not a one 
way flow of information and images. My 
family saw the place where I lived, the 
people upon whom my life depended, and 
every little detail of daily life in the desert. 

Video cameras, tape recorders, satellite 
telephones, Land Navigation Satellites, 
and all the miracles of the computer chip 
contributed and conspired to record a 
picture of reality that will take a lifetime to 
decipher, analyze, and interpret. Some 
would suggest that the heyday of the his
torian, laboriously chronicling the events 
of human history, has faii~'~f v;r.tim to the 6 
o'clock TV news and the CamCorder. 

But, what does the "On The Spot" 
news reporter really tell of history? Sure, 
there are great historical facts and details 
captured on video tape as "proof posi
tive"; exactly who was standing where, 

who said what, what they wore, etc. But is 
that all that the historian tells us? Revi
sionist historians will have a harder time 
of it when the re-write of this history be
comes vogue. But the who, what, and 
where are only the superficial beginnings 
of a historian's perspective on the events 
from which we are removed in both time 
and place. A historian must understand 
the who, what, when, where and how of 
an event that has occurred in time. In 
short, the most elusive and puzzling ques
tion, the very reason that anyone cares at 
all, remains: WHY? Every school child 
who has ever gazed upon a statue of lin
coln or Stalin, Edison or Bach, Earhart or 
Columbus, Luther or Mother Theresa, 
wonders WHY? Why this person? Why 
this time? Why this place? Why did this 
happen? Why is it impoortant? It is always 
the "WHY" questions that leave us want
ing more. These are the real questions that 
the philosophers and historians examine. 

So, how does the "information age" 
affect the WHY questions? I don't believe 
that it does in any positive sense. Our "gee
whiz" technology has deluded us into be
lieving that the mere presence of volumes of 
information can replace, and therefore, ren
der obsolete, the WHY questions. In fact, all 
this makes the job of the historian even 
harder and an ever more subjective exercise, 
and therein lies the double-edged sword: 
telling the "WHY" without telling a lie. 

Unlike many of my fellow soldiers, I 
wrote home regardless of frequency of my 
tele-contacts with the real world. But ev
ery letter I wrote was self-consciously aware 
of the last telephone conversatioIL Details of 
everyday life had already been revealed, so 
why re-hash old news? Instead, my letters 
dealt with feelings, view points, attitudes, 
hope, dreams, and fears. The problem for 
historians is: I am the exception, not the 
rule. Too many letters were never written 
because they could be spoken in real time. 
I know this because I spent countless hours 
trying to convince soldiers of all ranks that 
the telephone was their enemy, not their 
friend. That real life concerns, doubts and 
problems could not be adequately ex
pressed or explained in a fifteen minute or 
even a two-hour (that was not unusual) 
telephone call; they had to write what they 
felt. Almost without exception, these 
words of warning Were seldom heard. 

There is something about knowing 
and believing in your guts that you are 
going to die that makes you want to deal 
immediately with life-changing issues, 
even when the other party to those deci-

See Desert Stonn pg. 5 



Teaching Students to Be Historians: 
The Truman Library's Student Research Program 
by Raymond H. Geselbracht, Supervi
sory Archivist, Harry S. Truman Library 

The Truman library's Student Re
search Program, which was rather cau
tiously begun in February '91, is nearing a 
point of at least some maturity. About 100 
students have now used the Student Re
search Files that have been created for the 
program, and this number includes a very 
successful encounter with a class of 35 
students from the University of Missouri
Kansas City. 

The Student Research Program was 
developed to allow the Truman Library 
better to deal with the student groups that 
have been coming to the research room in 
increasing numbers during the last 10 to 
15 years. Researchers who come to the 
library typically get a high level of custom 
servic~mething very difficult to sus
tain when 15 or 20 or more students come 
together. In addition, the archivists often 
looked on with fear and trembling as 
young people accustomed to handling 
worn textbooks, paperbacks, and throw
away periodicals have pored over the 
priceless original documents. 

The archivists decided to approach 
this problematic experience as a great 
opportunity to do what President Truman 
never tired of asking his library staff to 
do-to teach the country's young people 
about history. The students who had come 
to the library'S research room had clearly 
learned something very important about 
their history-and more than that, about 
the peculiar work of searching, analyzing, 

and generalizing that constitutes the 
historian's craft. But some way had to be 
found to make it easier for the archivists to 
work with these students, and to ensure 
the preservation of the library's documents. 
If this could be done, then the library could 
look forward to reaching out to the high 
schools and colleges in the Kansas City 
area, and perhaps even beyond, to bring 
many more students to the research room 
to learn to be historians. 

The archivists decided to pretend a 
researcher was coming to the library to 
work on a given topic, and to pull the 
documents from the library'S holdings 
that they would normally pull. They then 
photocopied the 500 to 1000 pages from 
those documents that were in their judg
ment the most important on the topic. 
These were then assembled, along with 
information necessary to proper footnoting 
and some other introductory information 
about the topic, into a file and placed in 
the research room where they could be 
taken down from the shelf just like a book. 

The library's goal is to prepare fifty of 
these Student Research Files. Twenty-four 
are now completed. The archivists have 
been careful to create topics that are well 
focused, but which do not contain implicit 
conclusions. The topics now available 
include Planning for the Postwar World: 
President Truman at the Potsdam Conference, 
July-August 1945; The Development of an 
Atomic Weapons Program Following World 
War II; Establishing the Marshall Plan, 1947-
48; The Central Intelligence Agency: Its 
Founding and the Dispute Over Its Mission; 

The Fair Deal: President Truman's Vision of 
the American Future; and Cold War Confron
tation: Truman, Stalin and the Berlin Airlift, 
June 1948-May 1949. 

The Student Research File enables the 
archivists to work with the students indi
vidually or in groups with virtually no 
preparation, and with no worry about 
preservation of the original documents. It 
also provides both students and teachers 
with a list of good topics to explore. Teach
ers, in particular, have expressed gratitude 
for being freed from having to invent top
ics for their students; and students are 
spared the confusion and frustration of 
embarking on a term paper entitled some
thing like The History of Harry S. Truman. 

We believe in our Student Research 
Program and will continue to work to 
complete the topic files and to bring more 
students to the library. We are just now 
beginning the work of ad vert ising the 
program to high schools and colleges in 
our area. We also plan to explore the pos
sibility of publishing parts of the topic files 
so that the Truman Library's holding can 
reach as many people as possible. Presi
dent Truman, who studied history all his 
life, believed with passion that every man 
and every woman should become their 
own historians. The staff of the Truman 
Library believes this too. 

Reprinted with permission from History 
Mattersf..Anyone wishing to receive a compli
mentary issue of History Matters! should 
write: National Council of History Educators, 
Inc., 26915 Westwood Road, Suite B-2, 
Westlake, OH 44145-4656. 
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'/PRESIDENT'S COLUMN 

Issues Confronting Public History 
The Symposium idea of which I wrote 

in the last issue of Public History News is 
evolving rapidly. As a result, the Sympo
sium Committee is interested in learning 
what the membership considers the major 
issues facing public history. Some commit
tee members believe the meeting should 
be a working symposium aimed at devel
oping a 5-year to lO-year plan for the pub
lic history community, including action 
items, to improve the strength and vitality 
of public history. 

While I do not want to prejudice your 
thinking as a member of NCPH, I am go
ing to suggest some areas which might 
trigger thoughts on your part. However, 
we need to know what you are thinking: 
whether it is that our (public historians') 
thinking is hidebound; or that our catego
rization of issues is outmoded; or whatever 
else you think. It is all fair game, and I ask 
that you please write to me and let us know. 

Currently, major areas of concern in 
public history include: the training of pub
lic historians (the vitally important other 
side of that coin is the teaching of public 
history); untapped markets for public 

history and public historians; and the needs 
of public historians. Each of these can be 
broken down into many different issues. 

As examples: More historians need to 
be involved in the Federal historic preser
vation program to assure a broad perspec
tive in the program. Resulting action 
might be to encourage preparation of a 
booklet on the importance of using histori
ans in historic preservation programs and 
distribute to each federal manager who 
supervises a historic preservation pro
gram; review and critique environmental 
statements for accuracy and depth of con
sideration of history matters in both his
toric preservation matters and general 
concerns; initiate contact with federal 
agencies responsible for development of 
guidelines and regulations to strengthen 
expertise required for work in the historic 
preservation program. 

Texts and supplemental reading materi
als for both general and specialized courses 
in public history are lacking. Resulting action 
items might be to contact publishers and 
point out the need for materials and point 
out the potential market for such; encourage 

Valley Forge was the first winter encampment/or the colonial army. A particularly rough winter. nearly 
3.000 soldiers died/or lack 0/ adequate food. clothing. and shelter. 
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public historians or groups of public histori
ans to develop the necessary materials; en
courage dissemination of bibliographic 
information about existing sources which 
may not be widely known. 

Public historians are unable to easily 
identify and locate professional colleagues 
to assist them in solving problems in the 
workplace. A resulting action item might be 
that the NCPH should prepare and publish a 
directory of public historians, including 
cross-referencing to fields of expertise. The 
directory should include name, address, 
telephone number, and FAX number. 

Once identified, some issues are simple 
to deal with while others will be complex 
and require considerable effort to resolve. 
Some issues may not be resolvable_ 

Please provide the committee with 
issue statements relevant to your concerns 
and we will be most appreciative. If you 
wish to proceed further and provide sug
gested action items that might be under
taken by individuals, NCPH, or others, that 
material is also most welcome. Please keep 
in mind that your material may be repro
duced as received and distributed widely. 

NCPH 1993 Annual Meeting 

Valley Forge, Pennsylvania 

April 29-May 2 



DOD Reviews Its Cultural Resource Programs 
The U.S. Congress established the 

Legacy Resource Management Program 
to provide the Department of Defense 
(DOD) with a long range program to 
identify and manage Significant biologi
cal, geophysical, cultural, and historical 
resources on DOD lands. 

As part of the Legacy Program, DOD 
will examine and define its stewardship 
responsibilities for historic properties and 
cultural resources. Joining in the review 
effort is the Advisory Council on Historic 
Preservation, National Park Service, and 
National Conference of State Historic 
Preservation Officers. 

Three working groups are being 
formed to explore issues relating to spe
cific types of cultural resources. Thomas 
King will direct the group focusing on 
traditional places and archaeological sites. 
JanneIIe Warren-Findley will direct the 

group concerned with historic objects and 
archival materials. Loretta Neumann will 
coordinate the group working on historic 
structures and landscapes. Each group will 
also explore issues of research and develop
ment, integration with natural resources, 
computer information management, educa
tion and training, and technology transfer. 

The working group directors welcome 
information and suggestions of issues and 
concerns. They can be reached at CEHP 
Incorporated, 1333 Connecticut Avenue, 
N.W., Suite 400, Washington, DC 20036. 
ph: (202)293-9197; fax: (202)293-1782. 
NHPRC releases electronic records report 
The National Historical Publications and 
Records Commission (NHPRC), the grant
making arm of the National Archives, 
announced the release of "Research Issues 
in Electronic Records." The report is ~ased 
on a January, 1991, meeting, held in Wash-

National Archives Responds 
to Congress on Electronic 
Records Issues 

The National Archives responded to a 
eport issued by the House Committee on 
;overnment Operations, entitled "Taking 
Byte Out of History: The Archival Pres

rvation of Federal Computer Records." 
he Committee's report and recommenda
ons reflect a growing concern about the 
lture of the federal government's elec
onic records. 

The Committee recommended that the 
'ational Archives undertake a thorough 
~view of its role in the long-term preser
ltion of electronic records. In response, 
.e National Archives noted that over the 
it six years it has taken a number of 
itiatives that reflect a continuing con-
rn in this area. In January of 1988, the 
ational Archives commissioned a 
Idy by the National Academy of Pub
Administration (NAPA) on the im-

.ct of electronic record keeping on 
vernment records. The establishment of 
~ Center for Electronic Records later that 
Ir was a direct response to the findings 
the NAPA study. 
The Committee expressed concern 

)ut records that depend on Specific 

hardware or software, including those that 
are part of "relational databases." The 
National Archives pointed out that most 
of the electronic records now being 
accessioned are not dependent on specific 
hardware or software. In cases where 
hardware or software dependencies exist, 
the National Archives will preserve and 
accession these records using standard
ized tools, 

Lastly, the Committee requested that 
the National Archives make recommenda
tions to Congress for amendments to the 
present law that would help ensure the 
proper preservation of electronic records. 
The National Archives responded that, 
although new legislation does not appear 
to be needed at this time, the agency 
would be more effective in advancing its 
mission if the Archivist had additional 
authOrity in two areas: the authority to 
issue binding regulation to assisting 
agency heads in determining what consti
tutes a record and the authority to inspect 
agency records for purposes of evaluating 
records management practices and deter
mining proper disposition schedules. 

ington, DC, to determine a national 
agenda for research in the archival man
agement of electronic records. The meet
ing, sponsored by the Minnesota Historical 
Society, was underwritten by a grant from 
theNHPRC. 

The report calis on the NHPRC and 
others to support research addressing the 
following issues: 

.. How can electronic records be man
aged to meet archival requirements? 

.. Can affordable, feasible guidelines be 
developed for saving a range of kinds of 
information produced electrOnically? 

.. How can information accessible on 
particular computer systems be saved 
and used as such systems are replaced? 

To obtain a copy of the report, write: 
Lisa Weber, NHPRC 
National Archives Building, Rm 607 
Washington, DC 20408. 

-Desert Storm from pg. 2 

sions is half a world away. Time and again, 
soldiers used the heat of battle as the time 
to tell spouses and loved ones that their 
relationships were broken. Unfortunately, 
they chose the telephone as the means of 
communicating. It came to the point that I 
dreaded the days the troops went to the 
phones; my counseling business would be 
brisk for days to follow. I constantly 
begged soldiers not to call home, but they 
did. I offered to help them write what they 
were feeling; only one soldier out of over 
1,200 accepted this offer. 

Suddenly, freed from the pressure of 
face to face communication, soldiers found 
it easy to say things that never ·would have 
been sp<?ken otherwise. Most of the time 
the issues had a negative affect on relation
ships. Historians, sociologists, and psy
chologists will need to carefully consider 
the impact of this non<ommunication com
munication. Again, the WHY will be more 
obscure. I believe that this remote, but '1n
stant Communication" made it possible to 
change personal histories and entire lives in 
ways that would never happen otherwise. 

How will Operation Desert Storm be 
chronicled without the paper trail of a 
WWII, Korea, or even 'Nam? How do we 
detail the intimate thoughts, feelings and 
reflections of the men and women who 
never wrote what they felt, saw, feared, 
and thought about a life-changing event? 
How can we ascertain the WHY without 
the accompanying concrete documents? 
How can you explain the WHY and not 
create a subjective lie? 
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On Writing a "Multicultural" History Textbook 
by Jane Landers 

After long years of graduate research 
in the history of Africans in Latin America, 
college teaching, consultation on museum 
and film projects, and several more years 
directing collaborative history education 
programs and working with public school 
teachers across the country, I am embark
ing on a real challenge-writing a 
multicultural elementary history text. 

Despite the sometimes acrimonious 
debates about particular perspectives and 
curriculums, and even "political correct
ness," most educators will agree that there 
is a need to present a more inclusive view 
of the American past in public school 
texts. Issues of race, class, ethnicity, and 
gender have too long been absent from the 
consensus histories currently in use, and 
there is now a call to embrace readers who 
may not share a 6ense of ownership in 
mainstream American history. 

The text [ am now writing is a history 
of Rorida. Rorida was home to some of 
the most powerful prehistoric abOriginal 
nations in the Southeast. Juan Ponce de 
Leon reached Rorida's coasts in 1513 and 
initiated centuries of Spanish exploration 
and settlement which forever changed the 
native cultures, the environment, and the 
history of Rorida. Other Europeans and 
Anglos of different nationalities, Africans, 
and immigrating Creeks (become Semi
noles) in turn added their own distinctive 
cultural elements to Florida's history. 
More recent wa ves of immigrants from 
Cuba, Haiti, Central and South America, 
and even more northerly states are only 
continuing a long and dynamic process 
whereby Rorida has been repeatedly 
enriched. 

The dynamism and heterogeneity of 
Rorida's past, however, is sorely lacking 
from many current texts. Some are better 
than others. Still, in the less successful 
efforts, Native Americans are often treated 
as exotics in breechcloths and tattoos, and 
are studied largely in terms of their mili
tary and political significance for Europe
ans. Although the Southeastern nations 
were organized along matrilineal lines, 
women are rarely found in any of these 
treatments-with the possible exception of 
an Indian chieftain or two. Moving for
ward-Spaniards are conquistadores or 
priests. And before tooma~y p.:1ges (in 
which several hundred years of settlement 
are condensed), the industrious Anglo 
Saxons arrive to rouse Florida out of its 
lethargy. As one classic example explains 
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about the early nineteenth century compe
tition for Rorida, "Andrew Jackson was a 
bold and daring general. He believed the 
United States should take over Rorida. So 
he continued his raids." Jackson's contem
porary "the brave and determined war
rior," Osceola, usually is described 
sympathetically although the Seminole 
attack against Major Dade's force of 110 
men in 1835 is inevitably described as a 
massacre. On the other hand, jackson's 
earlier devastating raids on the Suwannee 
River villages of the Seminoles and their 
black allies, in which many civilians died 
and which caused famine and misery for 
many more, are rarely mentioned. Afri
cans and African Americans usually do 
not even appear until the text begins dis
cussing antebellum slavery, and then a 
few "credits to their race" are given an 
inserted box and caption as compensation 
for their previous exclusion. I could go on, 
but I think the point is more than made. 

Rorida's teachers struggle with famil
iar problems such as overcrowded class
rooms, inadequate pay, and declining 
status and community support, but they 
also face additional challenges due to 
Rorida's unique cultural diversity. They 
must address the needs of growing popu
lations of students who speak little or no 
English, have sometimes had very little 
education and have been culturally de
prived even in their native countries, and 
who share no common understanding of 
an "American" past, much less of Florida's 
state history. A teacher who faces such 
daily demands has little time to research 
for him or herself the history which has 
not yet been included in the texts. Many 
take graduate classes, or attend summer 
institutes and in-service training work
shops in admirable efforts to try to fill the 
deficits they clearly recognize. 

Well, how can traditional texts be re
written to include current scholarship on 
ethnicity, race and gender without turning 
history into an inspirational exercise or 
what one critic has called "ethnic 
cheerleading?" First one needs to reappor
tion the textual coverage so that it will not 
gloss over earlier peoples and periods and 
so that it will be less Euro, or in the case of 
Florida, Anglocentric. I have drawn on the 
extensive aru:iexdting pre-historic and 
historic archeology being done in Florida 
to try to appreciate and interpret Native 
American cultures more fully and on their 
own terms. New primary research in 

Spanish, Cuban, and Rorida archives, 
which draws on a wide range of sources 
rather than just the official correspondence 
of officials, also provides a more multi
dimensional view of life in Spanish Rorida 
over the centuries. It is a view which in
cludes people of all races and ethnicities 
and classes-and women. By introducing 
early the long tradition of African resis
tance to slavery and a free black helitage 
in Spanish Rorida, the later black leader
ship (and even majorities) in many Recon
struction governments in Rorida become 
less anomalous. 

I have used as many primary materials 
as possible and tried to get children to 
think about how history is done and why 
it is that it was written differentlyin the 
past. I have also tried, when possible, to 
introduce real children from the docu
ments to draw my young readers into a 
remote, complex, and unfamiliar era. lit
erary descriptions of Rorida and art with 
Florida themes are also an effective way to 
make students think about the past, as are 
interviews with Rorida students who 
have some link to the historical discussion 
at hand. Special editorial features on 
Rorida traditions incorporate non-elite 
groups while discussing agriculture, vari
eties of fishing, architecture, foods, myths, 
and folklore, to name a few examples. 
Other features teach students to debate 
issues that are presented from opposite 
points of view while they relate the past to 
the present, making it more relevant. The 
input and editorial comments of a wide 
range of teacher-consultants and educa
tional specialists have been extremely 
important to this text. They know what 
grabs the students and what will not 
work. Ultimately choices of art work, de
sign, and the layout of maps, appendices, 
and reference aids will also enhance the 
text and encourage children to read it. I 
consider that this has been an interdiscipli
nary and collaborative effort which has 
made me thirtk about my state's history in 
brand new ways and which I hope will do 
the same for the future readers. If it will 
also encourage an appreciation for our 
state's multicultural diversity, so much the 
better. 

Currently, Jane Landers hils an NEH 
Fellawship for University Teachers. Her next 
1rIIIjor project will be a comparative study of 
free black tawns in the colonial circum-Carib
bean. Mo.cmillan-McGraw Hill will publish 
her forthcoming Florida history text. 



Fort Clatsop Develops its Education Program 
by Scott Eckberg 

In 1803, President Thomas Jefferson 
dispatched a military expedition led by 
Captains Meriwether Lewis and William 
Clark, to explore the flora, falUla, geogra
phy, and native people of the West. During 
its nearly three-year odyssey, Lewis and 
Clark compiled over a million words of 
description, including plant and animal 
>pecies new to science, and native tribes 
that have since disappeared. 

The Lewis and Clark Expedition is 
:nore than just a precedent for subsequent 
~ovemment exploration. Historian Ber
lard DeVoto, an expedition authority, 
)bserved: 'The increase of our cultural 
leritage, the beginning of knowledge of 
he American West, must be accounted the 
nost important result of the Lewis and 
::Iark Expedition." 

In 1958 Congress authorized Fort 
::Iatsop National Memorial to commemo
ate the 1805-06 winter encampment of the 
..ewis and Clark Expedition. The 12S-acre 
ite, on a tributary of the Columbia River 
lear Astoria, Oregon, includes a visitor 
enter, a log replica of Fort C1atsop, and a 
atellite unit in nearby Seaside. 

Education at Fort Clatsop evolved 
long the lines of other small historical 
reas in the National Park System. It de
'eloped in reaction to demand by visiting 
rea schools and to trends and special 
mphases within ~he service. Thus began a 
tandard format for field trips, and in the 
9705, a popular living history program 
nd on-site "environmental education." 
Vhile the funding lasted, it accomplished 
s purposes. But being top down in 
lCUS, it failed to recognize the curricular 
nd other special needs of its varied audi
rices. 

As funding for education declined, the 
alue of the Fort C1atsop Historical Asso
ation (FCHA) increased. Established in 
~ as a non-profit cooperating associa
on, FCHA exists to advance public un
erstanding of the Lewis and Clark 
ICpedition through the sale of books, 
laps, and theme-related items. Proceeds 
lpport the site's interpretive and on- and 
I-site educational needs. 

Since 1980, FCHA contributions have 
d t~ t."e commissioning of a Lewis ana .~ . 
lark bronze, "Arrival," and to improve
ent of the costumed interpretive pro-
am. Then followed a series of occasional 

monographs focusing on expedition sub
jects, a filmstrip on Fort C1atsop for el
ementary schools, and an educator's 
resource book geared to fourth through 
sixth-grade teachers. Over the past four 
years, the association sponsored a cos
tumed Fort C1atsop ranger visiting fourth 
and fifth grade classes in Oregon and 
Washington. Since 1987, "Rangeron the 
Road" has reached over 20,000 youngsters 
mainly in disadvantaged areas, who were 
otherwise unable to visit the site. 

But the association's most important 
contribution culminated August 28, 1991, 
with the dedication of an expanded visitor 
center. FCHA raised $600,000 toward 
replacing the Mission 66 facility and its 
outdated exhibits. The new facility triples 
the size of the cramped 4,OOO-square-foot 
building it replaces, and launches a new 
era for education. A multipurpose room 
seating 90 will be the setting for the semi
nars, educator workshops, and Elderhostel 
courses previously impossible to convene 
on-site. Recogrtizing the resource's poten
tial, a park ranger who is also a certified 
educator is revamping the park's elemen
tary school program consistent with state 
curriculum guidelines. A traveling trunk 
for off-site use will follow. 

The Memorial holds more promise for 
the educational communitY than new 
displays and extra activity space. With the 
1992 bicentennial of Robert Gray's discov
ery of the Columbia River, followed by 
that of the Lewis and Clark Expedition ten 
years beyond, Fort C1atsop National Me
morial is establishing itself as a major 
Northwest historical resource. Planning is 
underway for the temporary exhibition of 
expedition-related items on loan from 
public and private institutions. It begins in 

August with a three-month loan by the 
Library of Congress of Thomas Jefferson'S 
1803 letter of instruction to Meriwether 
Lewis. Complementing this will be a loan 
from the Peabody Museum of three Na
tive-American pieces collected by Lewis 
and Clark on the lower Columbia River. 
Eventually, other expedition-gathered 
specimens and even the captains' journals 
themselves are anticipated in a revolving 
display, making the timeless presence of 
the past almost palpable. 

Within the decade, it is the goal of the 
superintendent to transform the memorial 
into a learning resource center for the 
Lewis and Clark Expedition. A portion of 
funds raised by the Fort Clatsop Historical 
Association was specifically dedicated 
toward a research library. Primary and 
secondary source materials pertinent to 
expedition and Pacific Northwes~ history 
will be acquired for scholarly pursuit. This 
research capability should be the ultimate 
goal of every cultural resource, regardless 
of size, deemed Significant by inclusion in 
the National Park System. 

Anticipating a renaissance of public 
interest in the Lewis and Clark Expedition, 
Fort CIatsop National Memorial will better 
serve the educational spectrum, from the 
casual visitor to the college instructor, 
from the elementary pupil to the doctoral 
candidate. 

The "increase of our cultural heritage" 
DeVoto ascribed to the Lewis & Clark 
Expedition aptly summarizes the mission 
of education at Fort Clatsop. 

This article was originally published in 
CRM, no. 4, 1991. Scott Eckberg was interpre
tive specialist at Fort Ciatsop prior to transfer
ring as the historian to Fort Union Trading 
Post National Historic Site in Williston, ND. 

American History 
in Eastern Germany 

On March 31,1992. Professor Hans
Jurgen Grabbe of Martin-Luther University 
at Halle in eastern Germany will speak. aixm.t 
'Teaching American History in Eastern 
Germany after the Cold War". His presenta
tion will be jointly sponsored by the National 
CoWlcil on Public History and the CoWlcil's 
host institution, the Department of History at 

Indiana University-Purdue University at 
Indianapolis. A condensed version of Dr. 
Grabbe's talk will appear in the !>pring issue 
of Public History News. For more informa-
tion contact Elizabeth B. Monroe, Executive. ~:-~ 
Secretary, NCPH, 3Zl Cavanaugh Hall, 425 
University Blvd, Indianapolis, IN 46202 or 
(317)Zl4-Zl16. 
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jWASHINGTON UPDATE 
by Page Putnam Miller 

HR 1415 PASSED 
In early October, the 

u.s. Congress passed 
Public Law 102-138, the 
State Department Autho
rization Act of 1992 and 
1993. The measure in
cludes a section on the 

Foreign Relations of the United States 
historical documentary series and the State 
Department policy for declassifying his
torical documents over 30 years old. 

The act states that a study on 
declassification would be completed 
within 180 days and that within one year 
the State Department will establish a sys
tematic declassification program. 

The National Coordinating 
Committee for the Promotion of 
History (NCC) Policy Board 

On internal NCC matters, the Policy 
Board adopted a 1992 budget of $79,800, 
and discussed the implications of the deci
sion to establish $250 as the minimum 
contribution level (with some possible 
exceptions) for member organizations and 
$2,500 for permanent seats on the NCC 
Policy Board. The Board decided to invite 
the American Council of Learned Societies 
and the Institute for Historical Study to 
serve two year terms as rotating members 
of the NCC Policy Board. The American 
Society for Legal History and the Immi
gration History Society are beginning their 
second year of rotating terms. The Society 
for the History of Technology and the 
Mid-Atlantic Regional Archives Confer
ence just completed two year terms. 

Amendments to the Copyright Act 
Although the Senate passed S.1035, a 

bill to clarify the "fair use" of unpublished 
copyrighted material, the House failed to 
consider this legislation. Representative 
William]. Hughes (D-NJ), who chairs the 
House Subcommittee on Intellectual Prop
erty and Judicial Administration and has 
jurisdiction over copyright issues, has 
indicated that he will take up the measure 
in February. 

National Archives and Records 
Administration 

The NCC continues to participate in 
planning for Archives II, the new National 
Archives building in Maryland. Obtaining 

8 

adequate funding for the National Ar
chives to fulfill its basic mission remains 
high on the NCC agenda. 

Reauthorization of the National 
Historical Publications and 
Records Commission's Grants 
Programs 

In 1992 legislation will be introduced 
to reauthorize, probably for five years, the 
grants program of the NHPRC. The legis
lation is expected to include few changes 
from current law except for the establish
ment of budget ceilings for FY'94 to FY'98. 
Although the authorization level for FY'92 
was $10 million, the appropriation for 
NHPRC grants was $5.25 million. 

National Endowment 
for the Humanities 

In 1990 Congress passed 
reauthorization legislation for NEA and 
NEH. The new legislation includes a pro
vision that requires NEH to disseminate 
information about trends in the study of 
the humanities and the employment of 
humanists. NCC will continue to monitor 
NEH's activities in this area. 

Freedom of Inf9rmation Act 
On November 7 Senator Patrick Leahy 

(D-VT) and Senator Hank Brown (R-CO) 
introduced-So 1940, the Electrortic Freedom 
of Information Improvement Act of 1991, 
which would facilitate FOIA requests for 
information held in an electronic format. 
Additionally, this bill offers financial in
centives to agencies to comply with the 
statutory time limits of FOIA requests. 
Leahy has also introduced S. 1939 which 
would apply the FOIA to the legislative 
branch and the President. It would tighten 
the exemptions for national security and 
law enforcement. 

National Research and Education 
Network (NREN) 

In December the President signed into 
law a National High Performance Com
puting bill that establishes a National Re
search and Education Network. 

Library of Congress 
The Library of Congress is seeking 

authority through the passage ofS.1416 to 
provide fee-based library research and 

information products and services. 5.1416 
would provide more specific statutory 
authorization for the library'S revolving 
funds for such services as catalog card 
sales. Some people expressed concern 
about the possible long-term implications 
of giving open-ended authority to recover 
costs (direct and indirect) and charge fees 
for new specialized services and enhanced 
current services. 

Bush Administration Expected 
to Revise Classification/ 
Declassification Executive Order 

The Information Security Oversight 
Office, which has responsibility for imple
menting Executive Order 12356 on classifi
cation and declassification policies (issued 
in 1982 by President Reagan), is currently 
undertaking an internal review of this 
Executive Order. Revisions will be avail
able for public comment during 1992. 

Office of Management and 
Budget's Circular A-130 
management of Federal 
Information Resources 

Indications are that OMB will publish 
in February a proposed revision to OMB 
Circular A-130. NCC has commented on 
earlier drafts of this revision and will con
tinue to monitor these OMB regulations 
that deal with agency dissemination of 
information. 

Funding for Historic Preservation 
For most of the last decade the admin

istration recommended zero funding for 
the state historic preservation offices 
which coordinate the work of state and 
federal historic preservation programs. 
Although the Bush administration has 
recommended some funding, additional 
resources are needed for this work. 

National Park Service 
In October 1990, Congress passed 

legislation requiring the NPS to undertake 
a complete revision of its historical 'The
matic Framework" to reflect current schol
arshlp and research. Althoqgh the revision 
is to be completed by this April, NPS 
states that without a special appropriation 
it will be unable to proceed with this 
project. Also during 1991, Congress 

See Washington Update pg. 18 



Digging in the Archives: Is Public History Different? 
by David E. Kyvig 

Dr. Kyvig presented this speech on Decem
ber 28,1991, at the NCPH luncheon during 
the American Historical Association's annual 
conference. 

It is an article of faith among public 
historians that we are different from other 
historians. We distinguish ourselves from 
academics in our concern for an audience 
beyond other scholars. We differentiate our
selves from avocational historians by our 
claim of commitment to professional stan
dards. Those are legitimate distinctions. But 
when it comes to the essential question of 
how we do historical work, how we go 
about investigating the past, the distinction 
bern-°een public historians and mere mortals, 
that is other historians, is less clear. If we are 
adequately to comprehend the nature of 
public history, we need to consider how its 
practitioners carry out their research. As a 
consequence of a just-concluded study, it is 
now possible to do precisely that in a more 
comprehensive fashion. The results of such a 
narcissistic endeavor not only tell us some
thing about the practice of public history but 
also may guide us toward improvements in 
the education of public historians. Even 
more importantly, we can learn ways in 
which public historians can serve the 
larger audience. 

The National Historical Publications 
md Records Commission (NHPRC), the 
mit of the National Archives charged 
.vith publishing significant historical 
·ecords and assisting state zr..d local 
-ecords programs, decided in 1989 to ex
mune how documentary editions and 
Ither sorts of historical materials are being 
\Sed by academics, public historians, and 
.thers. NHPRC needed to know how well 
t was discharging its mandate to make the 
tation's historical records accessible to the 
.ublic and how it could better fulfill its 
esponsibilities. NHPRC enlisted the coop
ration of the American Council of 
.earned Societies (ACLS) to conduct what 
ecame known as the Historical Docu
\ents Study (HDS). Each of the six histori
al organizations with a seat on the 
)mmission-the American AsSociation 
Ir State and Local History, the American 
[istorical Association, the Association for 
'OCUmentary Editing, the National Asso
ation of Government Archives and 
ecords Administrators, the Organization 
: American Historians, and the Society of 
merican Archivists-was asked to ap-
lint a representative to an advisory group. 

Of the six, Jeff Crow for the Ameri
can Association for State and Local His
tory (AASLH) and I for the American 
Historical Association (AHA) were also 
members of the National Council on Pub
lic History. Together, NHPRC, ACLS, and 
the advisory group selected Ann Gordon, 
editor of the Elizabeth Cady Stanton-Su
san B. Anthony Papers, to direct the 
project. The Historical Documents Study 
proceeded to address important questions 
of how and by whom historical research is 
being carried out in the United States as 
well as what could be done to improve the 
environment for documentary research. 

The primary instrument for addressing 
these issues was a survey of sizeable samples 
of the memberships of the AASLH, the 
American Society for Legal History, the 
National Genealogical Society, the Organiza
tion of American Historians (OAH) and, 
most important to us, the National Council 
on Public History. These groups were se
lected to provide a cross-section of academic, 
public, and avocational historians. The His
torical Documents Study was not like library 
or archive user studies of people who walk 
through their doors. Instead, it tried to get at 
the universe of those who pursue historical 
research seriously, whether professionally 
and avocationalIy, regardless of where and 
how they go abou.t it 

A professional survey organization, 
Response Analysis, Inc., of Princeton, New 
Jersey, helped design the survey, gather 
data, and analyze more than 1,300 responses. 
Had funds been unlimited and other consid
erations nonexistent, the survey could have 

been more extensive, but under the circum
stances, I believe it generated a great deal of 
valuable information about the broad range 
of users of historical sources. The data col
lected provides insight into research training 
and practice far beyond Walter Rundell's 
important but impressionistic study of 
twenty-five years ago or anytiUng else since. 

It is not possible here to go into every 
detail of the extensive HDS report that Ann 
Gordon has just completed, much less all the 
data collected. The report is to be published in 
January 1 m and will be available through 
NHPRC It will be the subject of sessions at 
this AHA meeting and the NCPH meeting in 
Columbia, South Carolina, in March. But I 
can say that through the Historical Docu
ments Study much has been learned about 
the great diversity of people doing historical 
research, the wide range of their training and 
practices, and their most pressing needs. 
Researchers begin their historical investiga
tions in libraries of widely varying size and 
character and proceed to use a great variety 
of historical sources. The report clearly estab
lishes the need for more attention to training 
in research methods, outside as well as inside 
universities, at the undergraduate as well as 
graduate levels. It calls attention to the need 
for broader distribution of documentary 
editions and archival finding aids. And it 
makes a strong case for greater funding for 
the travel needed to carry out the historical 
research required for the public good. 

I believe public historians will be well 
served by the findings of the Historical 
search, or whether they do smaller 
projects. But in any case, they take a 
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Documents Study. The HDS report 
ought to stimulate thought among educa
tors, researchers, public policy makers, and 
dispensers of funds for public purposes; 
indeed, everyone interested in one way or 
another with the historical enterprise. That 
should lead to a variety of opportunities for 
public historians to train the public in re
search, create new and better guides and 
finding aids to archival and other research 
sources, and to assist people with research 
at distant sites. But in addition to these 
important outcomes, the HDS reveals 
some interesting things about how public 
historians currently practice their craft. 

First, it is important to say that the 
conclusions of the HDS seem highly cred
ible in general and for the public historians 
in particular. The overaII 695% response rate 
by people who received the questionnaire 
allows a high degree of confidence in gener
aIizing the findings to other members of 
associations in the sample. The response rate 
of NCPH members was the highest of all. 

Two hundred and sixteen Council mem
bers were sampled, 160 or 74.1 % responded. 
That speaks very well of this organization's 
sense of professional responsibility. 

Of the NCPH respondents to the HDS 
questionnaire, 38% identified themselves 
as academics, 19% as free lancers, 18% as 
goverrunent historians, and 17% as em
ployees of historical museums or agencies. 
Ninety-five percent had graduate history 
training (33% masters, 62% doctoral). That 
compares to 96% (14% masters and 82% 
doctoral) for OAH and 69% (44% masters 
and 25% doctoral) in AASLH. Twice as 
many NCPH members stop at the MA level 
as OAH members, but half as many as in the 
AASlli. These figures confirm our own 
membership survey a year earlier. Further
more, 16% of NCPH respondents have been 
doing research for five years or less, 34% ten 
years or less, 34% eleven to twenty, 32 % 
more than twenty years. In other words, 
public history appears to have a very even 
balance among newer practitioners, mid
career historians, and senior people. The 
profile is remarkably similar to that of the 
academics represented by the OAH. 

What kinds of historical questions do 
public historians investigate? Even a nec
essarily crude measuring device reveals 
the great variety of inquiries being pur
sued by historians. Of the groups sur
veyed, only the members of the National 
Genealogical Society are narrowly f0-
cused, and their entire researcil.pattern, 
from their training to their choice of 
iOurces to their use of results, sets them 
tpart. Otherwise, historical researchers 
;eem interested in both groups and indi
liduals, public officials and private citi-

'0 

Jobs for NCPH Members 

Historical Agencies/Museums(17.0%) 

Government(18.0%) 

zens, public affairs and private lives. Pub
lic historians are less interested than aca
demics in international (11 % as opposed to 
16%) and national affairs (28% as opposed 
to 45%), but are much more involved in 
local history (50% as opposed to 28%). 
That no doubt reflects the specific client
related focus of much public history re
search and speaks of the close-at-hand 
interests of the public being served. 

The impact of the new social history 
seems somewhat greater on public histori
ans than on academics, but what is more 
striking is its apparently limited impact on 
either group. Among public historians, 58% 
say they are interested in both majority and 

_minority cultures, but only 7% focus on 
minorities. In the OAH sample, the focus on 
minorities is twice as high but still only 14%, 
while the preoccupation with the majority 
culture characterizes 30% (compared to 25% 
among NCPH). Only 51 % indicate interest in 
both majority and minority cultures. 

A very interesting pattern emerges on 
the issue of gender. Eleven percent of 
OAH respondents focus exclusively on 
women as compared to 6% of NCPH re
spondents. At the same time, 46% in the 
OAH focus exclusively on men as com
pared to 31 % in the NCPH. Forty-nine 
percent of the NCPH sample looked at 
both sexes while only 40% of the OAH did 
so. The fact that 4 or 5 times as many histo
rians focus on all-male topics as on all
female ones suggests that the claims 
(particularly by academics) of dramatic 
shifts of historical attention away from 
Great White Men has been exaggerated. 

Finally, a striking difference can be 
seen in the temporal focus of different 
groups of historical investigators. Gene-

Academlcs(38.0%) 

alogists seek early American sources: 71 % 
sought pre-1816 sources and 90% pre-l866 
materials. Conversely two-thirds of gene
alogists consult no sources more recent 
than 1920. The greatest interest of AASLH 
and the American Society for Legal His
tory (ASLH) respondents lay in nine
teenth-century sources, but in the NCPH 
and OAH samples only 25% required pre-
1816 sources, fewer than half any pre-l866 
ones. They were, however, the heaviest 
users of twentieth-century sources. And 
when it came to the post-1945 era, public 
historians were the most frequent users by 
a wide margin: 59% pursued post-World 
War II research as compared to 44% of the 
AASLH sample, 43% of ASLH, and only 
40% of OAH. Public historians clearly lead 
the historical research community in their 
degree of interest in the recent past. And 
since public historians by definition are 
sensitive to the public's interests in the 
past, there is much to contemplate in these 
statistics about how well the historical 
research conUnunity as a whole is meeting 
its obligations to the public. 

How do public historians do their work? 
While there is great diversity in individual 
practice, patterns do emerge. They show 
points of similarity with, as well as differ
ences from, patterns of both academic and 
avocational historians. In the Historical 
Documents Study questionnaire, respon
dents were asked to describe their most 
recent research project in some detail. 

Accorojng to the.HDS, 44% of NePH 
respondents began their research in a ma
jor research library, 17% in a school li
brary, 12% in a local historical society or 
museum library, 9% in a government 
agency library, 8% in a local public library, 



and 2% in a corporate library. In the 
course of their project they used an aver
age of 4.2 repositories. Along the way 80% 
used a college or university library, 62% a 
local or state historical society, 40% a mu
seum, 40% a state archives, 37% the Na
tional Archives, 33% a branch of local or 
state government, and 30% the Library of 
Congress. Interlibrary loan was a tool 
employed by 86% of public historians, 
while 66% wrote to archives and libraries 
to obtain copies of documents. 

In the course of their work, 73% of 
public historians travelled more than 100 
miles from home to do research and 68% 
stayed overnight on research trips. Their 
travel costs were paid in part or full by 
public historians themselves in 66% of 
cases (compared to 87% of OAH respon
dents), by employers in 45% (23% for 
OAH), by faculty or student grants in 22% 
(37% for OAH), and foundation or govern
ment awards in 9% (24% for OAH). Public 
historians get research funding from em
ployers twice as often as academics but do 
less than half as well with grants. Yet the 
overwhelming reality is that both groups 
of historians end up paying research ex
penses out of their own pockets. 

Public historians regularly employ an 
impressively wide range of sources in their 
research, but consult some more often than 
others. Newspapers were employed in 
82% of the projects described, photographs 
in 62%, published writings in 59%, maps 
and personal correspondence in 58%, 
magazines in 53%, other personal papers 
in 52%, personal interviews in 49%, oral 
histories in 41 %, legislative proceedings in 
40%, census records in 39%, pamphlets 
and broadsides in 36%, and diaries in 35%. 
When asked to describe the types of mate
rials of which they make the heaviest use, 
public historians most often mentioned pub
lished documents (including newspapers, 
magazines, and pamphlets), visual docu
ments (photos, maps, drawings, plans and 
lltifacts), and private papers. Thirty-six 
percent are heavy users oforaI sources. 

With few exceptions these percentages 
::>arallel those of the academic historians 
'esponding through OAH. The academics 
nade significantly greater use of private 
Japers, with 76% using personal corre
;pondence, 75% published writings, 62% 
)ther personal papers, and 52% diaries. 
)verall, 75% of academics described 
hemselves as heavy users of personal 
;aper.; .. compared to 56% of public histori
ns. Forty-seven percent of OAH respon
tents sought sources in the words of their 
ubjects, while only 29% of public histori
ns did so. The latter relied more on 
~rds about their subjects. Academics 

were twice as likely as public historians to 
use presidential papers, the Foreign Rela
tions of the United States, and other diplo
matic sources - further indication of their 
greater interest in Great White Men. On 
the other side of the ledger, academics 
made notably less use than public histori
ans of visual documents, especially maps 
(47% to 58%) and artifacts (14% to 27%). 

Public historians and academics alike 
use archives. Among public historians, 
40% state archives; 39% school, museum, 
or religious archives; 37% the National 
Archives, 25% other archives, including 
labor, business, reform association, and 
welfare agency archives. Fifty-eight per
cent use personal correspondence, 
whether located in an archives, manu
script repository, or elsewhere, and 52% 
other personal papers. The degree of over
lap in the use of these various repositories 
within a single research project is unclear. 
It is uncertain whether virtually every 
investigator uses some archives or three
fifths employ a wide variety. The truth no 
doubt lies somewhere in between, but in 
any case public historians' use of archives 
is heavy. 

The most frequent obstacles to re
search mentioned by public historians 
mirrored those of academics. Inability to 
travel to a research site was the most com
mon problem, the only one mentioned by 
a majority (53%). Most other problems 
involved lack of access to documents: 41 % 
confronted problems of documents lack
ing proper arrangement or description, 
39% documents remaining in private 
hands, 23% documents in poor physical 
condition, 16% sources in a foreign lan
guage, and another 16% documents in a 
closed library or archive. Twelve percent 
were stymied by security classification 
and 8% state and local restrictions on ac
cess. As serious as each of these obstacles 
may be, they all pale in the frequency with 
which they obstruct research when com
pared to financial barriers to travel to use 
open materials. 

Despite or perhaps because of financial 
considerations, public historians get their 
work done. It is unclear whether public 
historians work faster and more efficiently 
than academics, whether they are able to 
devote more full-time attention to re 
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Preparing Adequate Site Histories 
by Craig E. Colten and Shelly Bookspan 

The literature on property transfer site 
assessments is both voluminous and di
verse. Bankers, lawyers, real estate devel
opers, manufacturers, government 
regulators, and environmental scientists 
have all contributed to the extensive cata
log of papers, reports, and books on the 
subject. Despite vigorous public debate, 
the field has yet to establish a consensus 
on what constitutes an adequate site as
sessment. One area of agreement, how
ever, is that a "site history" or review of 
past land uses and activities that ocrurred 
on a site and in its immediate vicinity is 
essential. This article will argue that only 
those professionally trained in the retrieval 
and interpretation of historical documenta
tion are qualified to prepare a site history. 

Site assessment work is interdiscipli
nary. Certain components must be pre
pared by those with appropriate training 
in environmental sciences, tOxicology, or 
engineering. These scholarly disciplines 
rely on laboratory and field methods that 
permit replication of data through stan
dardized procedures. Historical research, 
however, is fundamentally different from 
the experimental sciences, and this must 
be taken into account when developing 
methods and outlining qualifications. The 
site history requires a specialization not 
found on the staff of every consulting 
firm-namely a research historian. His
torical facts are non-replicable, unlike 
laboratory or field data, and historians rely 
on a fragmentary set of clues to guide their 
interpretations. Conclusions are based on 
the preponderance of reliable evidence 
and this requires critical analysis of his
torical sources. Logically, researchers 
schooled in historical methods and analy
sis will provide the most skillful interpre
tation of historical data. 

The foremost qualification of a site 
history preparer is a working knowledge 
and experience with historical records. 
Expertise with the source material can 
provide a researcher with several funda
mental advantages. In preparing historical 
reports, it is essential to distinguish be
tween reliable and contested sources. Is a 
city directory a better source than a state
wide directory of industries? To answer 
this question, the researcher needs to be 
familiar with the steps followed when 

... -ass.;;{nbling the two directories and to recog-
nize their strengths and weaknesses. Just as 
a chemist expects to know the laboratory 
protocol used to develop certain results, 
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the historian must know the procedure 
followed to assemble basic records. 1bose 
familiar with the process of creating histori
cal documents will be less likely to place 
undue confidence in questionable sources. 
When seeking corroboration or verification, 
experienced practitioners will be familiar 
with supporting evidence. The historical 
researcher will have a working knowledge 
of bibliographic aids and other research tools 
that make the discovery of vital information 
possible and will know where basic sources 
are housed and how to use them. 

It is timely to consider this expertise, 
since efforts are afoot to establish certifica
tion procedures for site assessment profes
sionals, although historical training as a 
qualification has been overlooked. Draft 
federal legislation specifies "environmen
tal professionals (such as engineers, envi
ronmental consultants, and attorneys>," 
and the National Registry of Environmen
tal Professionals (NREP) recommends a 
bachelor's degree in an "environmentally
related discipline" and two years of expe
rience in property transfer 
assessment-related work. The NREP code 
of ethical practice asks members to pledge 
to practice only in the areas "in which 
professional competence has been at
tained." Both Representative Curt Weldon 
(R-PA) and the NREP spell out qualifica
tions to establish a minimum level of com
petency with the intent of instituting 
relatively uniform standards for site as-

_ sessments. In a process that seeks to estab
lish industry-wide consistency based on 
appropriate qualifications, the omission of 
historical research methods is a glaring 
inconsistency. If the specialists are utilized 
in one component, does it not follow that 
they should be used in all phases? 

Despite professed interest in profes
sionalism, the ASFE (an engineering trade 
organization) recently reported that engi
neering and geology were the leading 
educational backgrounds of those compil
ing site histories. The report on an internal 
survey did not show any historians work
ing on site histories, although they could 
have been lumped into an "other" cat
egory. Yet, lawyers and toxicologists ap
peared as separate categories. 

Increasingly, we predict, environmen
tal engineering firms wiII be held liable for 
compiling faulty site histories. In a current 
case, an engineering firm sent a profes
sional not specifically trained in historical 
research to look at local land records. The 

firm's site assessment report concluded in 
its history section that there was no reason 
to think the site had ever had, among 
other things, a gasoline service station on 
it. Relying on the firm's representation of 
expertise in conducting its work, the client 
then purchased the property. Later, during 
development, the client found gasoline con
tamination underlying the site. Subse
quently the same client hired a firm of 
professional historians who, by looking 
through records at the identical repositories 
and by recognizing the significance of a few 
key pieces of information, easily followed 
the documentary trail to reconstruct the 
gas station's existence and history. The 
first firm has been sued to help cover the 
cost of site cleanup. 

A curriculum for students wishing to 
become site history preparers should in
clude a review of developments in (1) 
industrial and waste management technol
ogy, (2) environmental policy, (3) aerial 
photograph and map interpretation, (4) 
physical geography, and (5) historical/ 
investigative research methods. Industrial 
and waste management technology his
tory is essential to grasp the range of p0-

tential contaminants and procedures used 
to handle by-products and how they have 
changed over time. Familiarity with envi
ronmental policy history provides a foun
dation for investigating the choices available 
to those handling hazardous substances and 
wastes. Society has always allowed a range 
of choices and knowing the options allows a 
researcher to frame the proper questions and 
provide critical information. The final 
three areas of training relate to technical 
skills that will enable a researcher to work 
with Specialized documents and comple
ment coworkers skills. 

There are several reasons why special
ized personnel should be assigned to site 
history research. Efficiency, competency, 
professionalism, and across-the-board 
consistency in site assessment preparation 
are perhaps the most obvious. 

Craig Colton serves as Associate Curator 
of the Illinois State Museum and a Research 
Scientist wityh the HilzIlrdous Waste Research 
and Information Center and Shelley Bookspan 

~is president of PHR Environmental Consult
ants in Santa Barbara, California. 

- --Previous versions of this essay appeared fii 
the Environmental Liability Report and the 
Proceedings of the National Water Well 
Association Environmental Site Assess
ment Conference. 



National Forum on Water Management Policy 
Public historians interested in the past, 

present, and future of water management 
policy should plan on attending the Na
tional Forum on Water Management 
Policy. To be held in Washington, DC, 
from June 28 to July 1, 1992, the Forum will 
emphasize a multidisciplinary approach 
toward analyzing and resolving the nation's 
water problems. American Water Re
sources Association (A WRA) will sponsor 
the meeting. Other supporters include the 
Soil Conservation Service, Geological Sur
vey, Army Corps of Engineers, Tennessee 
Valley Authority, FIsh and Wildlife Service, 
Bureau of Reclamation, and the Environ
mental Protection Agency. Forum headquar
ters will be the Washington Court Hotel, just 
off Capitol Hill. The Forum will be held in 
memory of Abel Wolman, one of the most 
influential twentieth-<:entury planners. 

Professor Robert Kelley of the University 
of California, Santa Barbara, an authority on 
California water history, will present an 
important address focusing on the actual 
and potential contributions of historical 
analysis to water resources planning. Martin 
Reuss of the Office of History, Headquarters, 

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, is the forum's 
general chair. Howard Rosen, Executive 
Director of the Public Works Historical Soci
ety, will also participate. 

The Society is organizing a one-d.ay 
"Abel Wolman Centennial Conference" 
immediately preceding the forum that will 
address a number of historical themes. Spe
cial arrangements will allow attendees to 
register for both events simultaneously. 

The forum brings together outstanding 
practitioners, academicians, and decision
makers in water management from around 
the country. Representing both the private 
and public sectors, they include senior offi
cials from all levels of government. With its 
strong multidisciplinary bias, the forum aims 
to provide guidance into the twenty-first 
century on significant water issues. 

To insure high-quality papers, presenta
tions are by invitation only. However, work
ing group sessions, including all registrants, 
will utilize these papers and cornmentaries 
to prepare reconunendations on specific 
issues. In the working group sessions, histo
rians will the opportunity to ensure that 
historical perspective and analysis infonn 

the reconunendations. Papers, commentar
ies, and recommendations will be published 
and distributed by Michigan State University 
Press. 

Among the sessions of special interest to 
public historians are ones on multi-disciplin
my perspectives on water management 
issues, chalIenges in integrated water man
agement, regional water management, 
changing institutional relationships, and 
public involvement in water management. 
Because of the multidisciplinary nature of 
the forum, A WRA strongly encourages 
representation from the social science disci
plines, environmental organizations, govern
ment, and all those interested in assessing 
water management policy. Historians of 
American rivers, urban infrastructure devel
opment, and natural resources policy will 
find the forum a unique opportunity to meet 
professionals from a wide variety of disci
plines and governmental positions. 

For further information, contact: Michael 
C. FInk, Director of Meetings, American 
Water Resources Association, 5410 
Grosvenor Lane, Suite 220, Bethesda, MD 
20814-2192; (303)493--8600; Fax: 493-5844. 

Diary Returns To Fort Ticonderoga After 233 Years 
Fort Ticonderoga announced the acquisi

tion of Captain Salah Barnard's French and 
Indian War diary, missing for more than a 
century and previously known onlf in tran
scription. The 33-year- old Captain Barnard 
led a company of Massachusetts provincials 
in the disa:;trous attack on the French fort at 
Carillon (Ticonderoga) on July 8,1758. The 
journal contains daily entries descnbing the 
campaign and payroll records for his soldiers. 

This tiny volume will be displayed in the 
inaugural exhibit of the Thompson-Pel! 
Research Center during its grand opening on 
July 25, 1992. The diary will be available to 
scholars in the library thereafter. Fort 
Ticonderoga will also publish the diary. 

Desaibing the value of this journal, 
Director Nicholas Westbrook said: "Diaries 
of provincial officers from this war are rare, 
indeed. No more vivid historical account 
exists than a soldier's diary of service on the 
front lines against overwhelming odds." 

Fort Ticonderoga, a restoration of the 
1755 French Fort Carillon, opened to the 
public in 1909. It is a Il9t-for-profit educa
tional institution that nlaultams a museum 
and library of the French and Indian War 
(Seven Years War) and the American Revo
lution. For more information contact Delight 
GartIein (518)585-2821. 

The 1758-60 journal of Major Salah Barnard was recently returned to Fort TIconderoga (photo courtesy of 
Christie's,/nc.). 
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$35.5 Million Enforcement 
Settlement Signed With Transco 

The Federal Energy Regulatory Com
mission (FERC) approved a comprehen
sive settlement of enforcement 
investigations of the Transcontinental Gas 
Pipe Line Corporation (Transco). The settle
ment terms include Transco's payment of 
$35.5 million, plus appropriate interest. 

A Notice of Proposed Civil Penalty 
and a Show Cause Order, issued on July 
26 and 28, 1989, alleged that Transco failed 
to observe the National Historic Preserva
tion Act, the Natural Gas Policy Act, and 
the Natural Gas Act in constructing its 
Mobile Bay pipeline and mainline loop in 
southwestern Alabama. A Show Cause 

~aIlenJ from pg. 1 

committee to assist with content review and 
to offer suggestions. Fortunately, the local 
museum has a considerable number of 
quality collections that lend themselves to 
the themes and topics covered in the exhibi
tion. The general areas of consideration were 
urban history, the political history of Lima 
and Allen County, manufacturing in the 
area, the history of transportation, and social 
and leisure activities pursued by residents. 

On November 29, 1989, phase two of the 
history exhibitions, including the Lima 
gallery, opened to the public in Columbus. 
In May of the following year, a special 
dedication of the Town and City Gallery 
was held. This successful dedication was 
attended by trustees of both organizations, 
Allen County Commissioners, state sena
tors, donors, and the general public. The 
exhibition closed in Columbus in August, 
1991, and was transferred to Lima and 
permanently installed by Allen County 
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Order issued on July 19, 1989, alleged that 
Transco transferred its merchant functions 
to its marketing affiliate, Transco Energy 
Marketing Company (TEMCO), in viola
tion of the Natural Gas Act and the Natu
ral Gas Policy Act. 

Transco, without admitting or denying 
that any violation occurred, agreed to pay 
a total of $25.5 million, plus appropriate 
interest, as follows: 

- $11 million (over two years) in civil 
penalties to the United States Trea
sury; 

- $1 million to the United States Trea
sury for the Commission's expenses 

Museum staff. It now serves as a nucleus 
for the interpretation of its local history. 

Both organizations have benefited from 
this partnership. The Ohio Historical Society 
was able to effectively incorporate fami1iar 
aspects of local history into a more expansive 
understanding of state history. The society 
also gained a unique collection and a fresh 
exhibit for its visitors. The Allen County 
Museum and its visitors enjoyed the oppor
tunity to have its local history featured in the 
context of state history. It also benefited from 
the strengthening of its interpretation 
through more intensive research, the restora
tion of rollections items, and a professionally 
produced exhibition. In addition. the year 
and a half promotion of Lima and this 
project helped reawaken the public's inter
est in local history. Finally, this exhibition 
and the collaborative effort to produce it had 
a positive effect on renewed accreditation 
by the American Association of Museums. 

in the investigation; and 
- $13.5 million (over two years) to the 

State of Alabama to be used for 
remediation and future environmen
tal and cultural resource research 
and protection. 

Also, Transco agreed to protect archeo
logical sites along the pipeline route. 

Commission Chairman, Martin L. 
Allday, stated that "The Commission has 
ensured, and will continue to ensure, that 
the operation and expansion of the natural 
gas pipeline system to meet the nation's 
energy needs will be achieved with full 
respect for all environmental standards". 

On Saturday, August 24, 1991, a panel 
discussion entitled 'The Town and City 
Gallery: A Successful Collaborative Effort 
to Present the P<ist" was presented at the 
annual meeting of the American Associa
tion for State and Local History. This critical 
reView detailed the project from its inception 
to its completion. A discussion of the part
nership, focusing on the role of each insti
tution, revealed that such an endeavor is 
possible not only among state historical 
societies and county historical agencies, but 
also among local historical societies and 
other smaller groups and organizations 
within their communities. By working in 
partnership, both the Ohio Historical Society 
and the Allen County Museum demon
strated that such a public history project can 
be successful. In the final analysis, both par
ticipating institutions benefited from this 
project, and to a greater extent, so to did the 
people they serve. 



IBULLETIN 
Awards and Fellowships 

Old Sturbridge Village, an outdoor 
living history museum in Sturbridge, Mas
sachusetts, announces its second annual 
Research Fellowship to be awarded to a 
scholar working in social history and ma
terial culture of rural New England from 
1790 to 1850. The fellowship is for a 6- to 
12-week period (prefer spring and fall 
semester) with a stipend of $2,500. For 
application information contact Dr. John 
Worrell, Director of Research and Collec
tions, Old Sturbridge Village, 1 Old 
Sturbridge Village Road, Sturbridge, MA 
01566. Tel: (508)347-3362, ext. 302. Appli
cation deadline: July 1, 1992. 

Graduate Program in Historic Preser
vation, University of Pennsylvania. As a 
part of our two-year graduate program 
leading to a Master of Science in Historic 
Preservation, we require all students to 
serve as summer interns with a preserva
tion-related organization for at least six 
weeks. Our students have varied back
grounds that include architecture, conser
vation, planning, interior design, history, 
and art history. They are generally avail
able from early May until late August and 
anticipate a stipend or hourly wages. If 
you plan to offer internship positions this 
summer, please send relevant details as 
soon as they are available to David G. De 
Long, Chairman, Graduate Program in 
Historic Preservation, University of Penn
sylvania, 115 Meyerson Hall, Philadelphia, 
PA 19104-631l. 

The James Madison Memoria! Fel
lowship Program offers fellowships for 
graduate study of the framing and history 
of the U.s. Constitution to outstanding in
service high school teachers of American 
history and social studies, and to college 
seniors and recent college graduates who 
intend to become teachers of these sub
jects. Fellowships carry a maximum sti
pend of $24,000 over the period of study 
(up to five years part-time for in-service 
teachers). Detailed information about the 
annual competition may be obtained from 
the James Madison Memorial Fellowship 
Program, PO Box 6304, Princeton, New 
Jersey 08541-6304. 

The History Department and the 
Public History Program at Indiana Uni
versity-Purdue University at Indianapo
lis will offer the O'Brien/Gibson 
Internship in Historic Preservation for 
academic year 1992-93. The internship, 
which is jointly funded by the Cornelius 
and Anna Cook O'Brien Foundation and 
IUPUI, will help a graduate student pre
pare for a career in historic preservation 
and public history. This internship will be 
held while pursuing an M.A. in public 

history at [UPUI. The successful candidate 
will divide time between the Indiana Divi
sion of Historic Preservation and Archae
ology, and Historic Landmarks 
Foundation of Indiana, with additional 
time spent working on Indiana 
University's annual Conference on His
toric Preservation. The appointment will 
be for 10 months at half-time and carry a 
stipend of $7,500, plus a fee scholarship. 
Depending on funding, satisfactory per
formance, and additional considerations, 
the internship may be extended for a sec
ond academic year. All candidates must 
make application for the M.A. program in 
public history at IUPUI. Included in the 
application materials, candidates must 
submit a writing sample and a separate 
statement explaining why they want to 
be considered for this internship. In order 
to receive consideration, application ma
terials must be received no later than 
April 1, 1992. More information or an 
application packet may be obtained from: 
Director of Graduate Studies, Department 
of History, Indiana University-Purdue 
UniverSity at Indianapolis, 425 University 
Boulevard, Indianapolis, IN 46202-5140. 

Calls for Papers 
The Public Historian invites public 

historians to submit federal and state pub
lications and reports for possible re\iew. 
Of special interest are studies in cultural 
resources management, historic preserva
tion, Indian affairs, archives, and environ
mental studies. Please send material to: 
Review Editor, TIle Public Historian, De
partment of History, University of Califor
nia, Santa Barbara, CA 93106-9410. 

The University of Virginia Architec
tural History symposium welcomes pro
posals for papers dealing with any aspect 
of Virginia's architecture for a conference 
to be held November 13-14, 1992 in con
junction with the exhibition 'The Making 
of Virginia Architecture" at the Virginia 
Museum of Fine Arts. For further informa
tion and to submit abstracts of proposals 
contact: Virginia Architecture Symposium, 
Department of Architectural History, Uni
versity of Virginia, Charlottesville, V A 
22903; or call (804)924-3976. Deadline for 
proposals is April 15, 1992. Notification 
will be made by May 15, 1992. 

The Pennsylvani<t'Historical and 
Museum Commission announces a call 
for papers for a conference, 'TheLe1;aey 
of Thaddeus Stevens," in honor of Stevens 
on the 200th anniversary of his birth. The 
conference seeks papers addresSing con
temporary and historical issues associated 
with Stevens' life, including civil rights, 
education, technology, congressional and 

Pennsylvania politics, and more. The con
ference will be held in Lancaster, Pennsyl
vania in the fall of 1992. Contact John 
Patterson, American Studies Program, 
Penn State University, Middletown, PA 
17057; (717)948-6189; or Robert Weible, 
Chief, Division of History, Pennsylvania 
Historical and Museum Commission, Box 
1026, Harrisburg, PA 17108; (717)787-3034. 
Deadline June 1, 1992. 

Queries 
A cultural history, Once a Home, now 

a Tea Room: Ti,e History of Tea Rooms in 
America, will consider the interior decora
tion of tea rooms, their association with 
women, and their relationship to the 
horne. Issues of gender, material culture, 
and foodways will be addressed. The 
author seeks photographs, recollections, 
recipes, written accounts, and other perti
nent information regarding these popular 
establishments. Please send information 
to: Cynthia A. Brandimarte, 1010 Winsted 
Lane, Austin, TX 78703. 

A second edition of The Encyclopedia 
of Cleveland History will appear in 1996. 
Two texts, an article volume and a bio
graphical dictionary, will comprise the 
new edition. Scholars familiar with Cleve
land history are asked to submit names 
and articles suggestions for both volumes. 
Supporting data and sources should ac
company all information. Send correspon
dence to David D. Van Tassel, History 
Department, Case Western Reserve Uni
versity, Cleveland, OH 44106; (216)368-
2380; FAX 368-4681. 

Exhibits 
The Strong Museum announces 'The 

Real McCoy: African-American Invention 
and Innovation" which celebrates famous 
as well as unheralded black scientific trail
blazers. The exhibit will run March 21 to 
July 5, 1992 at the museum, One Manhat
tan Square, Rochester, NY 14607. For more 
information contact (716)263-2700 ext. 273. 

Old S.turbridge Village announces 
"Meet Your Neighbors: New England 
Portraits, Painters, and Society, 1790-
1850," the largest and most comprehen
sive exhibition featuring nineteenth 
-<:entury portraits and related artifacts 
from around New England. Over eighty 
portraits, special dramatic presentations, 
and unique hands-on p~~opatory pro
grams are also included. The exhibit will 
run May 2,1992 to January 4, 1993. For 
more information call (508)347-3362 or 
write Special Events, Old Sturbridge Vil
lage, laId Sturbridge Village Road, 
Sturbridge, MA 01566. 
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Conferences 
The Pennsylvania Historical and 

Museum Commission announces "Em
powerment: Perspectives on African 
American History in Pennsylvania," the 
theme of the fifteenth annual Conference 
on Black History in Pennsylvania. The 
conference will be held at Lincoln Univer
sity, the oldest historically black college in 
the nation, on May 8-9,1992. The program 
will include a keynote address by civil 
rights activist Julian Bond and a number 
of presentations examining the diverse 
ways in which African Americans have 
asserted control over their own lives. For 
further information contact Robert Weible, 
Chief, Division of History, Pennsylvania 
Historical and Museum Commission, Box 
1026, Harrisburg, PA 17108; (717)787-3034. 

The Afro-American Historical and 
Genealogical Society announces its Fif
teenth Annual Conference, "Dispelling the 
Myths: Discovering New Worlds" at the 
Sheraton North, 903 Dulaney Valley Road, 
Towson, Maryland on April 2-4, 1992. 
Sessions will include papers by historians 
and laypersons focusing on local histories, 
research techniques, and topics of special 
interest to educators and families who 
wish to strengthen family ties. For addi
tional information write AAHFGS, P.o. 
Box 73086, Washington, DC 20056-3086 or 
call (202)234-5350. 

The Smithsonian Institution Librar
ies and the National Museum of Ameri
can History announce a symposium, 
"World's Fairs and Modem Life," March 
20,1992 in Washington, DC. For more 
information contact World's F~ir Sympo
sium, Smithsonian Institution Libraries, 
NHB24, MRC154, Smithsonian Institution, 
Washington, DC 20560. 

The New England Museum Associa
tion and Old Sturbridge Village an
nounce the Museum Archives Institute to 
be held at Old Sturbridge Village on April 
10-11,1992. The sessions are designed for 
the beginner and include such topics as 
records management, appraisal, arrange
ment and description, reference and ac
cess, legal issues, preservation, 
management, oral history, automation, 
fundraising, exhibits, photographs and 
outreach. For more information call 
Theresa Rini Percy, Director of Research 
Library, Old Sturbridge Village, laid 
Sturbridge Road, Sturbridge, MA 01566; 
(508)347-3362. 

The World History Association an
nounces ''The Global Impact of 1492," an 
international conference on June 24-27, 
1992 at Philadelphia. The program will 
include presentations by Alfred W. 
Crosby, Philip D. Curtin and William D. 
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Philips. For more information contact Dick 
Rosen, Drexel University, Philadelphia, 
PA (215)895-2471. 

Summer Institutes 
The National Historical Publications 

and Records Commission (NHPRC), the 
State Historical Society of Wisconsin and 
the University of Wisconsin announce the 
twenty-first annual Institute for the Edit
ing of Historical Documents, June 15-26, 
1992 in Madison, Wisconsin. The institute 
will provide detailed theoretical and prac
tical instruction in documentary editing. 
Further information and application forms 
are available from the NHPRC, Suite 300, 
National Archives Building, Washington, 
DC 20408. Phone (202)501 -5605. Applica
tion deadline is March 15, 1992. 

The University of the Witwatersrand 
in Johannesburg announces a "Public His
tory in South Africa" workshop on July 17-
18, 1992 to explore the possibilities for 
intervening in the reconstruction of public 
history in post-apartheid South Africa. For 
more information contact: The History 
Workshop, University of the Witwatersrand, 
p.o. Wits, Johannesburg 2050, South Africa. 

The Society of California Archivists 
and the California State Archives an
nounce the Sixth Annual Western Ar
chives Institute to be held June 7-19, 1992 
at the Clark Kerr Center on the campus of 
the University of California-Berkeley. The 
institute is designed to offer an introduc
tion to modem archival theory and prac
tice as well as to update and renew 
archival knowledge. For additional infor
mation and an application form, contact 
Nancy Zimmelman, Administrator, West
ern Archives Institute, 1020 "0" Street, 
Room 130, Sacramento, CA 95814; 
(916)653-0126. Deadline is April 1, 1992. 

The World History Association an
nounces an Aspen Summer Institute for 
teachers and professors entitled "Survey 
World History" on July 13-24, 1992. For 
more information contact Heidi Roupp, Box 
816, Aspen, CO 81612; ph:(303)923-3661. 

Position Announcements 
The History Department of Middle 

Tennessee State University invites appli
cations for a position in public history / 
historic preservation/cultural resources. 
This position is tenure track at the rank of 
assistant or associate professor. The posi
tion is also contingent upon funding. 
Teaching duties include graduate courses 
in the department's Public History Pro
gram as well as undergraduate survey 
courses in American history. The depart~ -
ment has 23 full-time faculty, 175 under
graduate majors, and 75 graduate 

students. Women and minority candidate 
are strongly urged to apply. The review 
process begins February 17, 1992. Please 
send letter of application, c.v., and unoffi
cial graduate transcripts to Ronald 
Messier, Chair of the Search Committee, 
History Department, Box 262, Middle 
Tennessee State University, Murfreesboro, 
TN 37132. 

The American Studies Program of the 
Humanities Division at Penn State Har
risburg announces a tenure-track Ameri
can Studies position beginning August 1, 
1992. The program currently offers an 
undergraduate major and graduate degree 
(M.AJ in American Studies. Candidate's 
teaching, research, and scholarly interests 
should emphasize eighteenth-<entury 
American civilization and public history. 
Teaching responsibilities will include un
dergraduate American Civilization survey 
and various courses in pre-nineteenth 
century American culture, specialized 
graduate courses and seminars, and su
pervision of graduate productions. Service 
will included involvement in the on-going 
public history activities of the Center for 
Pennsylvania CultUre Studies. Ph.D. in 
American Studies, history, or closely re
lated field and experience in public history 
required. Submit letter of application, 
curriculum vitae, names and telephone 
numbers of at least four references to Dr. 
John S. Patterson, c/o Sandra Jackson, 
Penn State Harrisburg, 777 West Harris
burg Pike, Middletown, PA 17057-4898. 

Publications 
Archives and You: The Benefits of 

Historical Records, a booklet from the 
New York State Archives and Records 
Administration, is directed to a general 
audience to help explain the fundamentals 
of historical records: what they are, why 
they are valuable, and where they can be 
found. Copies of the 12-page booklet are 
available from the New York State Ar
chives' Public and Educational Programs 
Unit, lOA46 CEC, Albany, NY 12230. 

An Inventory and Folder Listing of the 
Records of the New York City Housing 
Authority at the LaGuardia and Wagner 
Archives (3rd ed.) has been published by 
the Archives at laGuardia Community 
College. The bulk of the records included 
in this inventory cover the period from 
1934 to 1977. They consist of correspon
dence, memos, surveys, and official reports 
relating to construction,. design policy, man
agement,. slum clearance, and tenants. Cost 
of the volume including postage is $7.25. 
Checksshould to made out to the laGuardia -
Education Fund and sent to Dr. Richard K. 
Lieberman, Director, laGuardia and 



Wagner Archives, laGuardia Community 
College/CUNY, 31-10 Thomson Avenue, 
Long Island City, NY 11101; (718)482-5065. 

CRM has recently published a 6O-page 
directory of training workshops and other 
classes available across the United States 
from October, 1991 to December, 1992. The 
directory is organized into two parts: de
scriptive information on course listings by 
course vendor; and indexes which sum
marize information by location, time, and 
topics. The training directory will be up
dated and issued in September, 1992 to 
include courses planned from October, 
1992-December, 1993. Copies of the 1991-
1992 publication are available from 
Emogene Bevitt, NPS-413/424, P.O. Box 
37127, Washington, DC 20013-7127; phone 
(202)343-9561; FAX 343-3803. 

"Caring for your Microfonn Collec
tion: The Next Step in Preservation" is the 
new, 13-minute video available free to 
librarians and archivists from UMI's Pres
ervation Division. The video demonstrates 
proper storage and handling techniques, 
such as those recommended by the Ameri
can National Standard Institute. UMI's 
Preservation Division was established in 
1989 to address the brittle book problem 
through high-quality preservation micro
filming. Videos are available by calling 1-
800-521-0600, ext. 3801 or from Canada 
1-800-343-5299, ext. 380l. 

Land in Her Own Name is the story of 
many women who homesteaded across 
North Dakota. Author Elaine Lindgren, a 
sociologist at North Dakota State Univer
sity, Fargo, searched land records state
wide for the names of women who 
homesteaded. Some were still alive and 
able to be interviewed, others had relatives 
and friends who contributed information. 
The book is available in hardcover from 
the North Dakota Institute for Regional 
Studies, Box 5075, North Dakota State 
University, Fargo, ND 58105-5075 for 
$25.00 plus $2.00 postage. 

Building American Submarines, 1914-
1940 from the Naval Historical Center is 
the first step to fill the void in knowledge 
of the formative period of the U.S. Navy's 
association with the submarine industry. 
Covering the period 1914-1940, this study 
places issues of submarine technology, 
design, and construction in the wider 
context of the naval-industrial relationship 
that governed production. The perspec
tives and prejudices brought to this part
nership by naval officers and industrial 
leaders alike fashioned the environment 
within which American submarines have 
evolved since World War I. Send prepay
ment of $8.50 (for stock number 008-046-
00141-3) to the Superintendent of 

Doruments, Washington DC 20403-9325. 
Infonnation Technology and Public 

Records: Emerging Issues is available free 
of charge from the Bureau of Archives and 
Records Management, Division of Library 
and Information Services, The Capitol, 
Mail Station 9A, Tallahassee, FL 32399-
0250 or call (904)487-2073. 

Preserving Yesterday While Planning 
for Tomorrow: A View from the States, 
1991, the biennial report of the Council of 
State Historical Records Coordinators, is 
available free of charge from Sharon 
Womack, Director, Department of Ubrary, 
Archives and Public Records, 1700 West 
Washington, Room 200, Phoenix, AZ 85007. 

A New Age: Electronic Infomlation 
Systems, State Governments, and the 
Preservation of the Archival Record, a 
publication of the National Association of 
Government Archives and Records Ad
ministrators, is available free of charge by 
writing the Council of State Governments, 
P.O. Box 11910, Iron Works Pike, lexing
ton, KY 40578. 

Site Stabilization Information 
Sources, technical brief number 12, is the 
latest in a series of technical information 
reports published by the NPS Archeologi
cal Assistance Division. This brief high
lights the process of a stabilization project, 
which is a multi-discipline effort between 
the archeologist or cultural resources man
ager in charge of the project and the stabi
lization specialists whose techniques may 
be needed. Maximum protection to the 
site, with sensitivity to the area within 
which the site is located, is the ultimate 
goal. Sources of technical information 
from various government agencies and 
private organizations are also described 
and contact addresses and telephone num
bers are listed. Technical Brief 12 is avail
able free of charge from: Publication 
Specialist, U.S. Department of the Interior, 
National Park Service, Archeological As
sistance Division, p.o. Box 37127, Wash
ington, DC 20013-7127. 

Archeology and Education: The Class
room and Beyond includes six essays by 
educators and archeologists who discuss 
programs that successfully impart the 
awareness, the teaching of, participation 
in, and evaluation and training of teaching 
archeology. The publication is free and is 
available from Publication Specialist, De
partmental Consulting Archeologist, Ar
cheological Assistance Division, P.O. Box 
37127 (436), Washington, DC 20013-7127. 

Table Rock Sentinel is the new full
color history maguzine of the Southern 
Oregon Historical Society. For more infor
mation contact Stacey Williams, The His
tory Center, 106 N. Central Avenue, 

Medford, OR 97501-5926; (503)773-6536. 
Inside Texas: Cultural, Identity and 

Houses, 1878-1920 by Cindy Brandimarte 
is available for $45 from Texas Christian 
University Press, Box 30783, Fort Worth, 
TX 76129. . 

Announcements 
The National Association of Govern

ment Archives and Records Administra
tors (NAGARA) named Stephen E. Haller 
as Program Officer for Local Government 
Records. Haller will plan, lead, and coor
dinate all of the association's activities 
relating to local government records man
agement. 

A certified records manager, Haller 
previously headed the Montgomery 
County, Ohio program since 1979. The 
program won national awards for excel
lence and is regarded as one of the best of 
its kind in the country. 

In making the appointment, Presider.t 
Roy H. Tryon said that "Steve Haller has 
built a reputation for excellence and strong 
leadership. His program is a model for 
other local records programs, and his 
dedication to his profession is exemplary. 
NAGARA is pleased that he has chosen to 
accept this assignment." 

NAGARA is a national professional 
association of state, local, and federal gov
ernment archivists and records adminis
trators.lts general aim is to improve the 
care and management of government 
records throughout the nation. Local gov
ernment records are one of its top priori
ties. It is an affiliate of the Council of State 
Governments. 

The National Archives' Center for 
LE'gislative Archives appointed Dr. 
Michael L. Gillette as its new director. The 
Center is responsible for accessioning, 
arranging, deScribing, and performing 
basic reference services for legislative 
records and federal printed documents. 

He is currently the director of the 
presidential election study at the LBJ 
School of Public Affairs, University of 
Texas at Austin. 

Dr. Ralph C. Bledsoe, Director of the 
Reagan Presidential Library, announced 
the appointment of Dr. Dennis A. 
Daellenbach as Assistant Director of the 
Reagan Library. Dr. Daellenbach served as 
the Assistant Director for the Gerald R. 
Ford Library since March, 1989. Prior to 
his current position, he worked as an ar
chivist at the Ford Library from in 1977 
until 1989, receiving several awards for his 
special work with the library's automation 
systems. He was an archivist at the 
Dwight D. Eisenhower Library from 1972 
to 1977. 

1~ 
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-Digging from pg. 11 

shorter span of time to complete their 
projects, averaging 2.4 years compared to 
4.1 years for OAH responding members. 
The median time spent on a project may 
be a better measure than the average since 
a few long-drawn-out projects can skew 
an average. Yet the pattern holds. The 
median NCPH project lasted one year 
while the median OAH project lasted two. 

Examining the way in which historians 
do their work leads logically to the ques
tion of how they learn their craft. Here, 
perhaps, the Historical Documents Study 
is most enlightening. When asked where 
they acquired the skills they actually em
ploy for finding and using historical 
sources, over 79% said they were at least 
in part self-taught. The HDS makes very 
clear that historical research training has 
been overwhelmingly regarded by its 
providers as specialized professional train
ing. Although half of the people actually 
pursuing historical research do so 
avocationally or after professional training 
in another field, formal instruction centers 
in graduate departments of history, par
ticularly in narrow topical seminars and 
courses. Most training is provided at the 
doctoral level, less at the master's level, 
and less still is offered to undergraduates. 

Sixty-eight percent of public historians 
said that they were at least in part seIf
taught. Sixty-three percent had been in
structed by librarians and archivists, 56% 
reported learning from colleagues and 
friends, 45% attributed their education to 
undergraduate courses, 39% indicated 
graduate courses, and 21 % workshops or 
institutes. The pattern was similar with aca
demics, while avocational historians learned 
even more outside college and university 
classrooms. In fact 39% of genealogists 
make use of workshops and institutes to 
acquire the research skills they have not 
otherwise received compared to 21 % of 
public historians and 13% of academics. 

The HDS survey inquired in some detail 
about the nature of graduate research train
ing. Of respondents with some graduate 
education experience, only 34% classified 
their instruction as seeking to generalize and 
anticipate needs as well as introduce skills 
that could, in theory, be applied to any sub
ject the student pursued and any type of 
evidence they employed. On the other 
hand, 52% said they learned how to do 
research by embarking on a particular 
topic and gaining the specific skills re
quired under facuity guidance. Little 
change in the percentages of those trained 
each way has OCCtl.rrM. in over 20 years. 

Fully 90% of public historians received 
formal instruction in methods within the 
framework of courses that had research as 
a component, 55% had a specific quantita
tive methods course, and a mere 6% 
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benefitted from a general historical re
search methods course. Academics re
ported the same distribution, although a 
slightly smaller percentage had methods 
training of each variety. One NCPH mem
ber wrote, "I received in my graduate 
training invaluable guidance towards the 
formation of critical thinking skills but 
almost no useful training in research skills 
outside my area of specialization." Those 
on the other side assert tha t few historical 
skills have general application, saying, 
"Diverse interests can't be brought to
gether in a methods course without wast
ing a lot of time or having students come 
unprepared for archival research and thus 
underuse the resources of archives. 

Since one third of public historians end 
their training at the masters level. research 
training in that cuniculum is of particular 
interest. The HDS reports that "the master of 
arts program in departments of history has 
often served the purpose of offering ad
vanced course work without the burden of 
research, either because it siphoned off 
people deemed unsuitable for careers as 
academics or because it satisfied the needs 
of teachers to gain graduate training .. .If 
candidates for the master of arts degree 
are "spared" all the burdens of research as 
they traditionally were, the ... programs 
perform a disservice to the students whose 
work will require them to locate and use 
historical evidence in ways often more 
varied than jobs in academia require." 

Undergraduate education in historical 
research is even more deficient. The HDS 
report says that "undergraduate teachers 
of history rarely assume that in their 
courses students ha ve their one academic 
opportunity to learn lifelong skills. Research 
and inquiry are not standard fare. Yet, there 
are a substantial number of researchers in 
this study who took at least one undergradu
ate course in history but neither majored in 
the subject nor continued into graduate 
school. Of the group who lack advanced 
training in history, 76% took an undergradu
ate history course. Only 31 % of them identi
fied undergraduate instruction as a way 
they had learned their research skills." 

The report continues that too many 
undergraduate courses never even send a 
student into the library, let alone require that 
they find some evidence and draw conclu
sions from it. The report concludes that "pre
cisely because history has so much appeal 
for the curious and intellectually active citi
zen and so much potency for understanding 
the world we live in, its instruction should 
empower students to pursue historical ques
tions. Like reading critically, tracking down 
evidence from the past and evaluating it 
should be part and parcel of an education." 

Academics, archivists and public histori
ans all need to think very seriously about 
their roles as educators. Librarians and archi-

vists currently provide much of the researc 
training, but it is questionable whether the) 
should bear that responsibility. Public histc 
rians need to consider, not only their own 
professional training, but whether as a logi
cal extension of their commitment to provi( 
ing good history for the public, they ought 
be more active in providing research trainil 
forout-of-school audiences. 

There is much more in the Historical 
Documents Study than can be addressed 
here. It elaborates in additional ways the 
distinctions between public historians an. 
other historical investigators. But while it 
shows that public historians are a bit dif
ferent from others in why and how they 
explore the past, it shows common bond~ 
and concerns as well. Public historians ar. 
different, but hardly unique. They share 
needs for better training, access, and fund 
ing to carry out their research successfully. 
Every historian concerned about our enter
prise and how we prepare others to follow 
in our steps should read the History Doct 
ments Study's report, discuss it with a 
colleague, and use it as a tool for improv
ing the way we pursue our craft. 

-Washington Update from pg. 8 

passed legislation requiring the NPS to 
undertake American Labor and African 
American National Historic Landmark 
theme studies. But these projects lack ap
propriations and little is being done. 

Improvement of 
Information Access Act 

In October Representative Major 
Owens (D-NY) introduced H.R. 3459, the 
Improvement of Information Access Act, 
designed to encourage the use of modem 
information technologies and to prevent 
agencies from using high prices to limit 
access to public information. Representati\'e 
Owens has also introduced H.R 3458 to 
improve education in the United States by 
promoting excellence in research, develop
ment, and the dissemination of information. 

Government Printing Office Wide 
Information Network Data Online 
Act (GPO-WINDO) Bill 

On June 26, 1991, Representative 
Charlie Rose (O-NC) introduced GPO
WINOO, H.R 2772, which would estab
lish a progrdffi to provide access to public 
government information in electronic 
format through the Government Printing 
Office. Through a single account with 
GPO, researchers could gain access to such 
databases as the Economic Bulletin Board, 
the Department of State Dispatch, U.S. 
Supreme Court opinions, and CENDAT A. 



NCPH Publications on Public History: 

Full Back Issues of Public History News 

A Guide to Graduate Programs in Public History. 

Guide to Continuing Education for Public Historians 

Directory of Historical Consultants 

Careers for Students of History 

Beginning with vol. 1 no. 1 (Summer 1980) through vol. 10 no 4 
Members $20.00; Non-members $22.00 

Contains detailed information on more than fifty programs in the V.S. and 
Canada. 

Members $8.00; Non-members $10.00 

A directory of courses, semi£\l'lrs, workshops, and other training programs for 
working public historians offered by 59 institutions and organizations. 

Members $650; Non-members $8.00 

A detailed guide to the specialties, qualifications, and past experience of 43 
historical consulting firms and independent consultants. 

Members $9.00; Non-members $10.00 

A comprehensive guide to the diverse career options open to historians in the 
academic, public and private sectors. 

Members $5.00; Non-members $6.00 

NCPH Order Form 

"Public History Today' Video 
Indicate choice 

o One-half inch VHS cassette, $49.95 

o Three-quarter inch V-Matic video cassette, $79.95 

o Rental, $35.00 

NCPH Publications 

Public History Newsletter, Back Issues 

A Guide to Graduate Programs in Public History. 

Guide to Continuing Education for Public Historians 

Directory of Historical Consultants 

Careers for Students of History 

Qty Cost 

Total 

Name ____________________________________________________________________________________ ___ 

Organization ________________________________________________________________________________ __ 

Department ________________________________________________________________________________ ___ 

Address ____________________________________________________________________________________ _ 

City _______________________________________________ Stare _________ llP ________________ ___ 

NCPH member: Yes 0 No 0 

Make check or money order payable to the National Council on Public History. 

Mail to: National Council on Public History 
327 Cavanaugh Hall 
425 University Boulevard 
Indianapolis, IN 46202-5140 

19 



/EVENTS 

RECEPTION 

Please come to cash bar reception for 
NCPH members during the 1992 Annual 
OAH meeting. 

time: 5:30-7:00 pm 

date: Saturday, April 4, 1992 

place: Palmer House Hilton, Parlor H 
Chicago, IL 

Please take some time to become 
better acquainted with your fellow 
public historians. 

Public Histqry News 

301 Cavanaugh Hall-IUPUI 
425 University Blvd 
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Layout & Typesetting: Sam Mattes and Michelle Gradek 

ANNuAL MEETING 

1994 Annual Meeting: Site Proposals Sought 

The NCPH Site Selections Committee solicits 
proposals for hosting the 1994 Annual Meeting. 
Site proposals should include a list of sponsoring 
organizations and a statement on the meeting 
facilities, and accommodations, including an 
estimate of room costs. 

The 1994 meeting will be the thirteenth national 
conference on public history. Proposals should 
be sent to: 

Dr. Martin V. Melosi 
Director, Institute for Public History 
Department of History 
University of Houston 
Houston, TX 77204-3785 

NON-PROFIT ORG. 
U.S. 

POSTAGE 
PAID 

PERMIT #4245 
Indianapolis, IN 


