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G. Wesley Johnson, Jr., founding editor of The Public 

Historian and a founding member of the National 
Council on Public History, died November 16, 2018. 
He is survived by his wife, Marian Ashby Johnson, 
four children—Cynthia, Karolyn, George III, and 
Benjamin—and their families.   

Wes became a legendary figure among public 
historians although his career touched many 
bases. He grew up in Phoenix, Arizona, where his 
family served leadership roles in the political and 
cultural life of that fast-growing city. He studied 
history at Harvard, graduating in 1955. While at 
Harvard, he was an associate editor of the Harvard 

Lampoon, penning cartoons as well as articles 
alongside John Updike, who was then chief editor. 
After Harvard, he served a two-and-a-half-year 
mission for the Mormon Church. Based in Paris, 
he traveled to many countries and, by his own 
admission, developed a broad view of history. 
He also observed the role that journalism played 
in French intellectual life. After returning to the 
United States, he briefly studied law at Stanford 
University, then took up graduate work in history at 
Columbia University. With the aid of a three-year 
Ford Foundation grant, he undertook dissertation 
research on the emergence of modern African 
politics in Paris and Dakar, Senegal. He obtained his 
PhD in 1967, and his dissertation was published as 

The Emergence of Black Politics in Senegal: The Struggle 

for Power in the Four Communes, 1900-1920 (Stanford 
University Press, 1971). He also edited, co-edited, 
or co-authored three more books as well as many 
essays on twentieth-century African political history.

Wes began his teaching career in 1965 as assistant 
professor of history at Stanford University. While 
at Stanford, he served as a research associate at 
the Hoover Institution and, with Eugene England, 
co-founded Dialogue: A Journal of Mormon Thought, 
the first independent journal in Mormon studies. 
In 1972, he joined the faculty at the University of 
California, Santa Barbara (UCSB), where he taught 
African history and began to develop a second field 
in what would become known as public history. Wes 
left UCSB in 1984 to become professor of history 
and political science at Brigham Young University 
(BYU), additionally serving as professor of business 
history in the Marriott School of Business. He also 
directed the Family and Community History Center 
at BYU and brought the Mormon Outmigration 
Leadership History Project (MOLHP) into the 
Marriott School. He retired from teaching in 1997, 
but, with his wife Marian, continued to administer 
the MOLHP until it was finished in 2007. He and 
Marian also teamed as consultants under the name 
Ashby and Johnson. In addition to undertaking 
several corporate history projects, they coauthored 
Centennial Utah: The Beehive State on the Eve of the 

Twenty-first Century (1995).

During the twelve years that Wes was at UCSB, 
he and Robert (Bob) Kelley laid the groundwork 
for public history as an academic field. The process 
began shortly after he arrived. At the invitation of 
the mayor of Phoenix and with the aid of a National 
Endowment for the Humanities grant, he took a 
year’s leave from UCSB to organize the Phoenix 
History Project, a massive oral and community 
history project that would ultimately result in 
two published books. With this project, Wes was 
able to lean on his deep roots in the community 
to involve many people in documenting the city’s 
history. When he returned to UCSB, he and Kelley, 
who was experimenting with a class he called 
“public history,” which combined history and policy 
studies, collaborated to establish a graduate program 
in Public Historical Studies. With generous 

STEPHANIE ROWE /  
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NCPH is in the middle of 
three years of celebrations: 
2018 marked the 40th 

anniversary of The Public 

Historian, our Hartford 
conference next month will mark the 40th 
anniversary of the first national public history 
gatherings (in Montecito, California and 
at the National Archives, 1979), and 2020 
will mark the 40th anniversary of NCPH’s 
official founding and incorporation. To mark 
these occasions, we’ve convened an ad hoc 
committee of members both longtime and new 
to help us consider what forty years of NCPH 
and a defined field of public history mean, as 
well as where we think the field is going. We’re 
also heading into year two of our 2020 Vision 

Endowment fundraising campaign with the goal 
of pushing our Endowment over $1 million—

helping us build our capacity to provide new 
and innovative professional development 
opportunities, to grow our awards program in 
ways that focus on inclusion, and to increase 
our fiscal independence. This is an exciting 
time to be a part of NCPH to be certain.

Thanks to those who have already pledged 
and donated to the 2020 Vision Campaign, 
our early success can already be seen in our 
Board-approved 2019 operating budget. For 
several years we’ve had a modest fund for 

MARLA MILLER /  
MMILLER@HISTORY.UMASS.EDU 

Welcome to Hartford! It 
is not always the case that 
the NCPH president gets 

to host an annual meeting 
in her home region, so I’m 

especially thrilled to welcome you to Hartford, 
the Connecticut River Valley, and New England. 

I have been smitten with the city of Hartford 
since I first laid eyes on it over thirty years ago, 
when as an undergraduate attending the Historic 
Deerfield Summer Fellowship Program I passed 
under the Gothic Revival castellations of the 
Wadsworth Atheneum—the nation’s first public 
art museum—founded in 1842. I’ve since come 
to appreciate the city’s literary history, as home 

IN MEMORIAM: G. WESLEY JOHNSON, JR. / APRIL 28, 1932-NOVEMBER 16, 2018

FROM THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR PRESIDENT’S 
COMMENTS: NCPH IN 
HARTFORD

Wes Johnson at the 2018 NCPH Annual Meeting in Las Vegas, Nevada. 
Photo by j.l.r. holler.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 5

NCPH held our first-ever Twitter Mini-Con in Fall 2018.
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HISTORY supports the NCPH for 

promoting the value and signifi cance 

of history every day. 
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PATRONS & PARTNERS

PATRONS PARTNERS
History™

IUPUI, Dept. of History

University of California, Santa Barbara, Dept. of History

Rutgers University – Camden, Mid-Atlantic Regional Center for the 
Humanities

Arizona State University, School of Historical, Philosophical, and 
Religious Studies

American Association for State and Local History

American University, Dept. of History 

The American West Center, University of Utah

Bill Bryans

California State University, San Bernardino, Dept. of History

Central Connecticut State University, Dept. of History 

Chicago History Museum

Historical Research Associates, Inc.

John Nicholas Brown Center, Brown University

Know History

Loyola University, Dept. of History 

Middle Tennessee State University, Dept. of History

New Mexico State University, Dept. of History

New York University, Dept. of History

Omeka

Pennsylvania Historical and Museum Commission

The Rockefeller Archive Center

Texas State University – San Marcos, Dept. of History

University of Central Florida, Dept. of History

University of Maryland, Baltimore County, Dept. of History

University of Massachusetts Amherst, Dept. of History

University of Nevada Las Vegas, Dept. of History

University of North Alabama History Dept. & Muscle Shoals National 
Heritage Area

University of Richmond, School of Professional & Continuing Studies

University of South Carolina, Dept. of History 

University of West Georgia, Dept. of History

Wells Fargo, History Dept.

Robert Weyeneth

Kristin Ahlberg

Arthur A. Wishart Library, Algoma 
University 

Baldwin Wallace University, Dept. of 
History

California State University at Chico, 
Dept. of History

Canadian Museum of Immigration at 
Pier 21

Carleton University, Dept. of History 

The CHAPS Program at The University 
of Texas – Rio Grande Valley

The Civil War Institute at Gettysburg 
College

Florida State University, Dept. of 
History

Frontier Culture Museum

Georgia State University, Heritage 
Preservation Program

Girl Scouts of the USA

The Hermitage

IEEE History Center at Stevens 
Institute of Technology 

Indiana University of Pennsylvania, 
Dept. of History

Kentucky Historical Society

Sharon Leon

Meijer Heritage Center

Missouri Historical Society

National Library of Medicine of the 
National Institutes of Health

The National Parks of Boston

Naval Undersea Museum

North Carolina State University, Dept. 
of History

Oklahoma State University, Dept. of 
History

Rhode Island Middle Passage 
Medallions

Rincon Tribal Museum

Rutgers University – Newark, 
Graduate Program in American 
Studies 

Shippensburg University, Dept. of 
History

St. John’s University, Dept. of History

Stephen F. Austin State University, 
Dept. of History

University at Albany, SUNY, Dept. of 
History

University of California at Riverside, 
Dept. of History

University of Massachusetts Boston, 
Dept. of History

University of North Carolina at 
Charlotte, Dept. of History

University of North Carolina at 
Greensboro, Dept. of History 

University of Northern Iowa, Dept. of 
History

University of Wisconsin, Eau Claire, 
Dept. of History

University of Wisconsin, Milwaukee, 
Dept. of History 

West Virginia University, Dept. of 
History

Western Michigan University, Dept. of 
History 

Gerald Zahavi

THANK YOU!

The support of the following, each a leader in the field and committed to membership at the Patron or Partner level, makes the 
work of the National Council on Public History possible.
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NCPH inspires public engagement with the past and 
serves the needs of practitioners in putting history to work 
in the world by building community among historians, 
expanding professional skills and tools, fostering critical 
reflection on historical practice, and publicly advocating 
for history and historians. Public History News is published 
in March, June, September, and December. NCPH 
reserves the right to reject material that is not consistent 
with the goals and purposes of the organization. Individual 
membership orders, changes of address, and business 
and editorial correspondence should be addressed to 
NCPH, 127 Cavanaugh Hall – IUPUI, 425 University Blvd., 
Indianapolis, IN 46202-5140. E-mail: ncph@iupui.edu. 
Tel: 317-274-2716. Join online or renew at www.ncph.org. 
Headquartered on the campus of IUPUI, NCPH is grateful 
for the generous support of the IU School of Liberal Arts 
and the Department of History.

Images from Flickr are used under Creative Commons 
license as described at http://creativecommons.org/
licenses/by/2.0/deed.en.

Printed on 50% recycled paper 
(25% post-consumer waste)

Marla Miller 
President

Gregory Smoak 
Vice President

Alexandra Lord 
Immediate Past President

Sharon Leon 
Secretary-Treasurer

Stephanie Rowe 
Executive Director

THE NATIONAL COUNCIL  
ON PUBLIC HISTORY

Stephanie Arel 
Stamford, CT 

Mikayla Ballew 
San Angelo, TX 

Craig Banks 
South Windsor, CT 

Carolyn Barske 
Florence, AL 

Amy Bergseth 
Norman, OK 

Rachel Blomquist 
Lafayette, LA 

Robert Boothe 
Tarrytown, NY 

Alison Burke 
Brooklyn, NY 

Beverly Butcher 
Ormond Beach, FL 

Patricia Cambron 
Cedartown, GA 

Monica Campbell 
Jonesboro, AR 

Lindsay Chervinsky 
Alexandria, VA 

Jose Contreras 
Lebanon, NH 

Stefon Danczuk 
Durham, CT 

Theresa DeCicco 
Coram, NY 

Wendy DeGroat 
Henrico, VA 

Ted Delaney 
Lynchburg, VA 

Meika Downey 
Richmond, VA 

Brandon Downing 
Marietta, OH 

Natasha Dubois 
Gatineau, Canada

Emily Duncan 
Stillwater, OK 

Chelsea Echevarria 
West Hartford, CT 

Kathryn Egnaczak 
South Grafton, MA 

Kirke Elsass 
Bozeman, MT 

Mary Falvey 
Hartford, CT 

Brittany Frederick 
Amherst, MA 

Carlos Garcia 
Mexico 

Joseph Gatlin 
Jacksonville, FL 

Alden Gordon 
Farmington, CT 

Bruce Gourley 
Manhattan, MT 

Jack Hale 
Hartford, CT 

Heather Haley 
Auburn, AL 

Anjelica Hall 
Sacramento, CA 

Shannon Haltiwanger 
Denver, CO 

Emily Harrington 
Carrollton, GA 

Lily Hart 
Washougal, WA 

Susan Hesselgrave 
Tacoma, WA 

Jason Higgins 
Amerst, MA 

Rayanna Hoeft 
San Marcos, TX 

Nicholas Hoffman 
St Louis, MO 

Vvdaul Holloway 
Las Cruces, NM 

Hanna Howard 
Raleigh, NC 

Yu-Shih Huang 
New York, NY 

Melody Hunter-Pillion 
Cary, NC 

Charles Janson 
Stamford, CT 

Emma Johansen 
Louisville, KY 

Victoria Jones 
Ocala, FL 

Izzy Kasdin 
Princeton, NJ 

William Kelly 
Lincoln, NE 

Peter Kleeman 
Bantam, CT 

Victoria Kleinpeter 
Baton Rouge, LA 

Emily Kulzer 
Fargo, ND 

Jason Lantzer 
Indianapolis, IN 

Jennifer Le Zotte 
Wilmington, NC 

Joe Makuc 
Collegeville, PA 

Marta Martinez 
Central Falls, RI 

Olha Martynyuk 
Washington, DC 

Sarah McDonald 
Harlan, IA 

Andrew McMahon 
Washington, DC 

Morgan Miller 
Severn, MD 

Todd Moye 
Denton, TX 

Nadia Mushib 
Bronx, NY 

Chelsea Neese 
Carrollton, GA 

Lydia Neuroth 
Durham, NC 

Hayley Noble 
Boise, ID 

Lisa Oakley 
Sevierville, TN 

Bek Orr 
Brockport, NY 

Andrea Ozanich 
Berkley, MI 

Marc Patti 
Pittsburgh, PA 

Victoria Peck 
Cary, NC 

Lydia Peifer 
Pittsburgh, PA 

Kieth Peppers 
Berea, OH 

Luke Perez 
Washington, DC 

Megan Perry 
APO, AP 

Pam Pettengell 
Williamsburg, VA 

Jessica Petty 
Arcadia, IN 

Kate Philipson 
Glendale, NY 

Nathalie Picard 
Vancouver, Canada

Kayla Piechowiak 
Mt. Airy, MD 

Neroli Price 
Seattle, WA 

Melissa Queen 
Bowie, MD 

Katherine Radspinner 
Northampton, MA 

Ragan Ramsey 
Columbia, SC 

Christine Rentschler 
Rochester, IN 

Selena Richardson 
Lakewood, CO 

Donna Rilling 
Stony Brook, NY 

Camilla Sandoval 
Clarksburg, MD 

Natalie Santizo 
Baldwin Park, CA 

Christine Savoie 
Lafayette, LA 

Cody Schreck 
Shorewood, WI 

Erica Schultz 
San Francisco, CA 

Jenny Schwartzberg 
New Orleans, LA 

Kimberly Schwatka 
Bowie, MD 

Abigail Seaver 
Washington, DC 

Catherine Sheehan 
Port Washington, NY 

Gerard Sherayko 
Lynchburg, VA 

Christy Smith 
Laramie, WY 

Barbara Sternal 
West Hartford, CT 

Lorelei Stevens 
Staten Island, NY 

Susan Stoltzfus 
Mesilla Park, NM 

Austin Sundstrom 
La Grange Park, IL 

Corrine Swart 
Windham, CT 

Michelle Sweetser 
Perrysburg, OH 

Jackie Swihart 
Indianapolis, IN 

Stasia Tanzer 
Indianapolis, IN 

Julia Templeton 
Atlanta, GA 

Michael Tester 
Medford, NY 

Jennifer Thornton 
Morgantown, WV 

Lisabeth Timothy 
Niantic, CT 

Libby Tronnes 
Peoria, IL 

Alexander Vastola 
Briarcliff Manor, NY 

Stephen Vider 
Bryn Mawr, PA 

Jordan Walters 
Wooster, OH 

Jamie Weeks 
Ogden, UT 

Kyler Wesner 
East Hampton, CT 

Angela Williamson 
Cordova, TN 

Heather Wilson 
Sudbury, Canada

Peter Wong 
Jersey City, NJ 

Cristina Wood 
Ottawa, Canada

Cicheng Xu 
Xi’an, China

Mary Yakush 
Hamilton, VA 

Helen Yoshida 
Whittier, CA 

Serena Zabin 
Northfield, MN 

Isabella Zink 
South Hamilton, MA 

Brianne Zulkiewicz 
Chicopee, MA 

Paul Zwirecki 
Bloomington, IN

 
NCPH would like to extend 
a special thanks to our new 
patron members

The Rockefeller Archive Center 
Sleepy Hollow, NY 

The University of North 
Alabama History Dept. & Muscle 
Shoals National Heritage Area 
Florence, AL

For a complete list of NCPH 
Patrons and Partners, visit  
ncph.org/about/
patronspartners/
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Board of Directors
Modupe Labode
IUPUI 

Nicole Moore 
National Center for Civil and 
Human Rights & Independent 
Consultant 

 

Caridad de la Vega
National Historic Landmarks 
Program

Nominating Committee
Logan Camporeale
Spokane City & County 
Historic Preservation Office

Tracy Neumann
Wayne State University

2019 NCPH ELECTION RESULTS
Thank you to the voters and the Nominating Committee, and special thanks to all of the individual 
candidates who agreed to allow their names to be placed on the ballot!

If you would like to nominate yourself or 
someone else for service on the NCPH Board 
or Nominating Committee, please visit  
https://ncph.org/nominations/.
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2018 NCPH CONTRIBUTORS

$1,000 AND UP 
Marianne Babal*
Bill Bryans*
James Gardner*
Sharon Leon†*
Marla Miller†*
Robert Weyeneth*
Amy Wilson*
Joan Zenzen†*

$300-$999 
Dana Bennett*
Beth Boland*
James Brooks†*
Benjamin Cawthra*
Rebecca Conard*
John Dichtl*
Emily Greenwald*
Catherine Gudis†*
Heather Huyck*
Peter and Lina Liebhold*
Alexandra Lord†*
Vanessa Macias 

Camacho*
Denise Meringolo*
Stephanie Rowe†*
Katherine Scott*
Gregory Smoak†*
Stevens Historical 

Research Associates 
(SHRA)*

$100-$299
Michael Adamson*
Chuck Arning†
Richard Baker†

Brady Banta†
Rosalind Beiler*
Melissa Bingmann†*
Sheila Brennan*
Priya Chhaya*
Joseph Cialdella*
Jennifer Dickey†*
Suzanne Fischer†*
Natalie Fousekis†
Barbara Franco*
Tamara Gaskell*
Victor Geraci*
Briann Greenfield*
Victoria A. Harden*
Dee Harris*
Al Hester*
Meghan Hillman*
Alison Hoagland*
Rebecca Hunt*
Lynn Kronzek†*
Modupe Labode†*
Steve Lubar†
John Majewski†
Gregory Martin*
Krista McCracken*
Laura Miller*
Gregory Mobley*
Cecelia Moore*
Kristine Navarro-

McElhaney*
Patrick O’Bannon*
Valerie Paley†
Jeff Pappas*
Anne Petersen†
Jay Price*
Mary Rizzo*
Edward Roach*

Philip Scarpino*
Tom Scheinfeldt†
Constance Schulz*
Carol Shull*
Kimberly Springle†
Cathy Stanton†*
Ivan Steen†
William Stoutamire†*
Jeffrey Sturchio†
Daniel Vivian*
Robert Weible*
William Willingham*

UP TO $99
Keri Adams*
Kristin Ahlberg‡
Tom Ancona†
Annoymous*
Eric Arena*
Frederick Augustyn*
Kristen Baldwin 

Deathridge†*
Linda Barnickel*
Robert Barrows*
Emily Barsanti-Innes*
Perky Beisel*
Nicole Belolan†*
Janna Bennett*
Kelsey Bodechon*
MacKenzie Brash*
Emma Bryan*
Rebecca Bush*
Virginia Foster Cannon*
Mylynka Cardona*
Oldimar Cardoso*
Marjory Case*
Shakti Castro*

Mandy Chalou*
Austin Clark*
Dustin Clark*
Katie Clary*
Parker Cohen*
Julie Corley*
Christine Crosby*
Abby Curtin Teare*
Hugh Davidson†
Jane Davis*
Michelle Delaney*
Andrew Denson†
Abbie Deville*
Rose Diaz*
Rebekah Dobrasko*
Caroline Emmons*
Sandra Enriquez*
Laura Feller*
Benjamin Filene & 

Rachel Seidman*
Elyssa Ford*
Jessica French†
Michele Gates Moresi*
Leah Glaser*
David Glassberg*
Matthew Godfrey*
Elizabeth Gonzalez*
Sarah Gould*
Patrick Hall*
Melissa Hampton*
A. Page Harrington*
Lenora Henson†
Alexandra Hill*
Samantha Hollingsworth*
Ashley Hollinshead*
Hanna Howard*
Barbara Howe~

Margaret Hudak‡
Paul Israel†
Melinda Jetté*
Lara Kelland*
Mills Kelly*
Rachel Kline*
Jessica Knapp*
Peter Kopp*
Adina Langer*
Jose Leyva*
Na Li†
Anne Lindsay*
Kathryn Lloyd*
Chanell Lowery*
Andrew Mach*
Emerson Marcus*
Mollie Marlow*
Sara Martin*
Angelina Martínez*
Aaron McArthur*
Ann McCleary*
Michelle McClellan*
Sarah McCoy*
Tiya Miles‡
Karen Miller*
Patricia Mooney-Melvin~
Jean-Pierre Morin*
Bethany Nagle*
Eric Nystrom*
Erik Peterson†*
Julie Peterson*
Tracy Phelps*
Tyler Putman†
Joel Ralph*
Allen Ramsey†
Troy Reeves†
Debra Reid†

Angelita Reyes‡†
Christine Ridarsky*
Lacie Rinehart*
Daniel Roberts*
Nicolette Rohr*
Savannah Rose*
Steve Rossio*
Terrance Rucker†*
Dave Schafer*
Hannah Schmidl*
Tricia Schweitzer*
Elizabeth Shapiro*
Raymond Sumner*
Jill Titus†
Lindsey Weaver*
Anne Whisnant†*
Sarah Wilds*
Bill Wittenbreer*

† Annual Fund
‡ Digital Integration Fund
* Endowment
~ Stan Hordes Fund 

(Endowment, to 
support the G. Wesley 
Johnson Award)

If we have overlooked 
your name, please 
let us know. For more 
information about 
contributing in 2019, 
write to ncph@iupui.edu.

In 2018, you provided a total of $5,313 for the Annual Fund, $26,247.50 for the Endowment, and $670 for the Digital Integration 
Fund. Thank you all!

NCPH is also deeply grateful for the many sponsors of the annual meeting, and the Patron, Partner, and Sustaining members who 
provide additional support for the organization.

T H A N K  Y O U !

36 Pledges
&

162 Contributors
Thank you to all who helped kick off our 

 Campaign for a Brighter Future 
in 2018!

As we enter our second year of our three year 2020 Vision Campaign to bring our Endowment over $1 million, we want to 
recognize all those who pledged to donate over multiple years. Your commitment is vital to our success and we are grateful! 

It is not too late to join your colleagues in making a pledge to help us reach our goal by NCPH’s 40th Anniversary at the 2020 
Annual Meeting. Visit http://ncph.org/giving/endowment for more information.

Michael Adamson (with employer 
match)

Kristin Ahlberg

Marianne Babal

James M. Banner Jr.

Rosalind Beiler

Melissa Bingmann 

James Brooks

Bill Bryans

Priya Chhaya

Joseph Cialdella

Rebecca Conard

Adam Foreman

James Gardner

Page Harrington

Dee Harris

Meghan Hillman

Rebecca Hunt

Claire Jerry

Lara Kelland

Sharon Leon

Peter & Lina Liebhold 

Michelle McClellan

Kristine Navarro-McElhaney

Valerie Paley

Jeff Pappas

Anne Parsons

Jay Price (as a memorial to Noel 
Stowe)

Stephanie Rowe

Rebecca Shrum

Greg Smoak

Kimberly Springle

Stevens Historical Research 
Associates

Dan Vivian

Bob Weyeneth

Amy Wilson

Joan Zenzen
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IN MEMORIAM: G. WESLEY JOHNSON, JR. // CONT’D. FROM PAGE 1

support from the National Endowment for the 
Humanities (NEH) and the Rockefeller Foundation, 
they launched the program in Fall 1976. Their 
pedagogical model was built on the premise that 
public historians should be generalists capable 
of bringing historical methods and perspectives 
to bear on many issues of contemporary life. 
Toward that end, the curriculum they inaugurated 
included a broadly ranging seminar in American 
historiography; newly developed seminars crossing 
disciplinary boundaries, such as land-use history and 
policy, and quantitative methods; and a core team-
research seminar in public history.

UCSB’s program did not emerge in a vacuum. 
Generations of historians had built productive 
history-based professional careers, and by the 1970s 
a scattering of history departments nationwide were 
training students for jobs other than teaching. Wes 
Johnson’s contribution to this activity, however, 
was singular: he gave it an identity and a structure. 
Drawing on his journalism background, he founded 
The Public Historian in 1978, announcing in the first 
issue that the journal heralded “the birth of a new 
field,” a pronouncement that seemed rash to many 
at the time. Initially financed with seed money 
from the Rockefeller Foundation, TPH joined the 
University of California Press’s stable of journals 
in 1980, with editorial offices at UCSB. Wes also 
arranged for the newly formed National Council on 
Public History to become the journal’s cosponsor. 
NCPH represented the other half of Wes’s strategy. 

In 1979, he organized a gathering of academics and 
history practitioners at Montecito, California. This 
successful brainstorming meeting led to a second 
gathering at the National Archives in Washington, 
D.C., and the official founding of NCPH in 1980. 

Wes served as editor of The Public Historian for ten 
years and chaired NCPH from 1980 to 1983. During 
the remainder of his time at UCSB, he also began 
cultivating an international presence for public 
history, organizing meetings in England, France, 
Holland, Germany, Italy, Switzerland, Cameroon, 
Togo, Senegal, and elsewhere. This spadework 
produced a few articles published in TPH and a small 
cohort of international members in NCPH, but a 
true international presence would not emerge until 
much later. He also promoted the establishment of 
public history programs at other universities, most 
notably through a 1984 NEH summer institute in 
public history at Arizona State University, which he 
codirected with Noel Stowe.  

After Wes stepped down as TPH editor in 1987, he 
redirected his attention to business and Mormon 
social history, but he left a living legacy in the 
journal and in NCPH. Public history became a 
recognized academic field richer than he or Bob 
Kelley fathomed in the mid-1970s. In a 2015 
interview, Wes summed up their collaboration 
this way: “Bob started classes and so forth at Santa 
Barbara. I’m the one who went out and spread it. 
. . . He didn’t have the stomach for the stuff I was 

doing . . . going to conferences and organizing things 
and so forth, trying to spread the public history 
gospel all over.” In addition to coining the term 
“public history,” Bob also “gave it some currency . . . 
and he was a great mentor for me, a great friend.” 
The same could be said of Wes Johnson, who was 
a mentor, friend, and inspiration to many of the 
public historians who followed in his wake. NCPH 
honored him in 2015 as the first recipient of the 
NCPH Founders Award.

Rebecca Conard is professor of history emeritus, Middle 

Tennessee State University, and former director of 

the Middle Tennessee State University Public History 

Program. She is a past president of NCPH and currently 

serves on the NCPH Council of Past Presidents, 

Development Committee, and 40
th

 Anniversary Ad  

Hoc Committee.

Marian and Wes Johnson during a 2012 visit to the IUPUI campus and 
NCPH’s archives.

FROM THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR // CONT’D. FROM PAGE 1

increasing diversity and inclusion at our annual meeting, distributed 
and used at the discretion of our program committee chairs. This 
amount has increased in 2019, a first step in the development of a 
more openly accessible diversity and inclusion award for the annual 
meeting. We have also created a new line in the budget for accessibility 
accommodations for the annual meeting. Right now this covers the cost 
of a nursing mothers’ room and American Sign Language interpreters 
for attendees who request them. The building-out of this fund will be 
accompanied by a new conference accessibility plan, which will help us 
formalize and ramp up our accessibility work. 

We have also already begun experimenting with more inclusive and 
accessible programming formats—having piloted our first Twitter Mini-
Con with no registration fee last fall. To read more about this dynamic 
event, read our write-up on the event from History@Work (https://
ncph.org/history-at-work/breaking-down-ncphs-first-twitter-mini-
con/). We’ll also be using our mini-con seed money to support several 
unique partnerships in 2019. Already on the books are a day-long 
History Relevance workshop in Indianapolis; a second CampingCon, 
held this time in the San Juan Island National Historical Park in 
Washington State; and a collaboration with the Society for History in 
the Federal Government later this spring. These mini-con opportunities 
provide new ways for public historians across the country to connect 
with the NCPH community with low (or no) registration fees and little-
to-no cost for travel. 

We’re looking forward to beginning our celebrations in Hartford, CT 
where our 40th Anniversary Ad Hoc committee will be honoring the 
attendees at the 1979 Montecito and National Archives meetings in 

our Exhibit Hall in the Connecticut Convention Center. We’ll also be 
sharing our history and future hopes throughout the next two years on 
History@Work and in the pages of Public History News, and we’ll have 
much in store for our anniversary meeting in 2020 in Atlanta, Georgia—
so we’ll see you there!

Building Our Future 
2018-2020 Endowment Campaign  

“I could not do my job 
without NCPH.  The 

opportunities for 
graduate students, 

tenure and promotion 
guidelines, and the 

ability to collaborate 
with so many 

talented, supportive, 
and creative 

colleagues from 
across the world are 

priceless."  

http://ncph.org/giving/endowment/ 

Melissa Bingmann
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PRESIDENT’S COMMENTS: NCPH IN HARTFORD // CONT’D. FROM PAGE 1

to the poet Wallace Stevens, to novelists Harriet 
Beecher Stowe and Mark Twain, and so many 
others, and not long ago made a deep dive into 
the city’s African American past to understand 
the lives and labors of 19th century dressmakers 
Mehitable Jacobs Primus and Addie Brown—
women who well knew the work of mending and 
repair, remaking and restoring. 

The work of public historians so often involves 
restoration and conservation, revitalization 
and reparation as we attend to tears, breaks, 
and ruptures, deterioration and damage, both 
tangible and intangible. Our theme, “Repair 
Work,” invites us to consider the various ways 
in which public historians labor to mend, to 
rebuild and reclaim, and to heal. Ours is an 
appropriate theme as we confront challenges of 
deindustrialization, decline, and violence, while 
also pursuing paths toward recovery and rebirth. 
Hartford offers a productive setting for such 
contemplations. The Connecticut River itself is 
a story of repair and recovery. Once plagued by 
industrial and agricultural run-off, four decades 
of focused advocacy and effective conservation 
partnerships restored the waterway’s health; by 
1998 the Connecticut was named an American 
Heritage River and in 2013, the Connecticut 
River and its watershed was designated the 
nation’s first National Blueway. Across the 
city, Hartford is reclaiming its abundance of 

onetime industrial sites for housing, for the 
arts, and for modern work spaces. Perhaps 
nothing says it better than the vivid royal blue 
onion dome that sits atop Samuel Colt’s Patent 
Firearms Manufacturing Company (and the 
utopian village he created around it): once the 
height of industrial design, Coltsville in time 
faced a long period of decline and eventual 
abandonment, until decades of advocacy brought 
forth its restoration (partial) and now renewal 
(forthcoming) as a National Historical Park. 
From the award-winning preservation of 
Charles Bullfinch’s Old State House (1792) to 
the renovation of the Modernist Hotel Sonesta 
(1964), Hartford’s embrace of, and investment in, 
its historic fabric is advancing efforts to revitalize 
the city—work that provides an energizing 
backdrop to these important conversations. 

To help us think through our own relationships 
to repair work, our hardworking and thoughtful 
Program Committee has gathered together 
sessions teeming with opportunities to share 
strategies, concerns, failures, and successes. 
The conference also offers means by which to 
acquire and sharpen the tools of our practice. The 
meeting will include Preservation Leadership 
Training in partnership with the National Trust 
for Historic Preservation alongside workshops on 
podcasting, grant-writing, oral histories, history 
relevance, consulting, and immersive gameplay. 

Meanwhile, our stellar Local Arrangements 
Committee has arranged outings to advance 
conversations around development and 
redevelopment, the preservation of Indigenous, 
African American, and Anglo American pasts, 
and the role historic sites can play in addressing 
contentious contemporary issues. 

We particularly hope that this gathering can 
help us all confront epidemic gun violence and 
contemplate ways that public historians can help 
the nation address this crisis. From the plenary to 
sessions to tours—including a digital hackathon 
workshop on the documentation of mass gun 
violence and a tour to the emerging Coltsville 
National Historical Park—we will look hard 
together at this pressing issue. 

Our annual meeting is itself an occasion for 
repair and renewal; we gather to restore 
our vision, to reset our priorities, to refresh 
longstanding ties, and to create new ones. In the 
18th century (the historical era I know best), the 
verb “repair” also meant to return, or to make 
one’s way—and so I invite you to repair with me 
to Hartford, and to NCPH!

Marla Miller is the President of NCPH and is 

Professor and Director of the Public History Program 

in the History department at the University of 

Massachusetts Amherst.
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Please join us in congratulating the recipients of 
this year’s awards for outstanding achievement 
in a variety of public history formats. Full details 
about the award winners’ projects will be released 
in conjunction with the NCPH Annual Meeting in 
Hartford next month. We hope you will celebrate 
with us at the Awards Breakfast on Saturday, March 
30, at the Connecticut Convention Center,  
8:00 am – 10:00 am.

OUTSTANDING PUBLIC HISTORY PROJECT 
AWARD
NCPH acknowledges the generous support of Stevie 
and Ted Wolf that makes this award possible.

We are the Roots: Black Settlers and their Experiences with 

Discrimination on the Canadian Prairies, Jenna Bailey, 
Centre for Oral History and Tradition, University 
of Lethbridge; Deborah Dobbins, Shiloh Centre for 
Multicultural Roots; and David Este, University  
of Calgary

HONORABLE MENTION
The Orange Story, Jasmine Alinder and Patrick 

Hall, University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee; Erika 

Street Hopman, Chavo Bart Digital Media; Jason 

Matsumoto and Eugene Sun Park, Full Spectrum 
Features

NCPH BOOK AWARD
Chip Colwell, Denver 
Museum of Nature and 
Science, Plundered Skulls and 

Stolen Spirits: Inside the Fight 

to Reclaim Native America’s 

Culture (University of Chicago 
Press, 2017)

HONORABLE MENTION
Christine M. Delucia, Mount Holyoke College, 
Memory Lands: King Philip’s War and the Place of 

Violence in the Northeast (Yale University Press, 2018)

G. WESLEY JOHNSON AWARD
For the best article in The Public Historian.

Fath Davis Ruffins, Smithsonian National 
Museum of American History, for “Building Homes 
for Black History: Museum Founders, Founding 
Directors, and Pioneers, 1915-95,”  
The Public Historian Vol 40, No 3

HONORABLE MENTION
John E. Fleming, National Museum of African 
American Music, for “The Impact of Social 
Movements on the Development of African 
American Museums,” The Public Historian  
Vol 40, No 3 

EXCELLENCE IN CONSULTING AWARD

GROUP AWARD
Jackie Gonzales, Emily Greenwald, Dawn 

Vogel, Jessi Frank, Kayla Blackman, and Nick 

Kryloff, Historical Research Associates, Inc., 
Commemoration and Collaboration: An Administrative 

History of the Lewis and Clark National Historical Trail

INDIVIDUAL AWARD
Josh Howard, Passel Historical Consulting, “Our 

Only Alma Mater”: The Civilian Conservation Corps and 

the C&O Canal

HONORABLE MENTION
Paul Sadin, Historical Research Associates, Inc., A 

History of the Cushman Hydroelectric Project: Tacoma 

Power, the Skokomish Tribe, and the Skokomish River, 

1910-2016

STUDENT PROJECT 
AWARD
Owning Up: Racism and Housing 

in Minneapolis, Denise Pike and Kacie Lucchini 

Butcher, University of Minnesota

HONORABLE MENTION
An Extraordinary Look into Ordinary Lives: Uncovering 

Dorchester’s Industrial School for Girls, 1859–1880, 
Sarah Black, University of Massachusetts Boston

NEW PROFESSIONAL TRAVEL AWARDS

HRA NEW PROFESSIONAL TRAVEL AWARD
Porsha Dossie, National Park Service, Park  
History Program

NCPH NEW PROFESSIONAL TRAVEL AWARD
Sonya Laney, Charlotte Hawkins Brown Museum 
and North Carolina State Historic Site

GRADUATE STUDENT TRAVEL AWARDS
Nichelle Frank, University of Oregon 
Holly Genovese, University of Texas at Austin 
Daniel Milowski, Arizona State University 
Heather Stanfiel, University of Notre Dame 
Jackie Swihart, IUPUI

NCPH awards and travel grants are possible in part 
due to your donations to the NCPH Endowment. A 
primary goal of our 2020 Vision Endowment Campaign 
is to “expand travel grants and award offerings to 
increase diversity and inclusion in the organization 
and field.” To help grow our future award and travel 
grant offerings, please consider giving or pledging 
to the campaign:  
http://ncph.org/giving/endowment.

NCPH AWARD WINNERS FOR 2019

Call for Proposals coming soon on ncph.org

Ashley Bouknight, The Hermitage
Brian Joyner, National Park Service 

Julia Brock, University of Alabama
Amy Wilson, Independent Consultant

Image courtesy of the Library of Congress, Prints & Photographs Division, FSA/OWI Collection, LC-DIG-fsa-8b29347.

#CAMPINGCON2019
PUBLIC HISTORY 

OUTDOORS

CFP now open 
Deadline:  May 1, 2019
http://bit.ly/2PJwHiZ
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