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NCPH engages in advocacy to represent the interests of public history practitioners and promote
historical understanding. Over the years, NCPH issues or co-signs advocacy statements on a variety of
topics relevant to the practice of public history. To learn more about prior advocacy efforts, visit:
ncph.org/what-is-public-history/advocacy

The 2023-2028 NCPH Long Range Plan charges the NCPH Advocacy Committee with developing a
position paper on the necessity of protecting accurate, inclusive views on history at public institutions.
Current legislative and political initiatives have further underscored the need for advocacy to support
the professional integrity of public historians and our work. In lieu of a traditional position paper, this
page aims to be a living document that articulates NCPH values around the protection of accurate and
inclusive views on history and offers recommendations and resources to NCPH members and public
history practitioners that help support such work.

The Value of Accurate, Inclusive History

Presenting evidence-based, inclusive views on history ensures accuracy, prevents bias and erasure, and
fosters critical thinking by representing diverse perspectives and challenging one-dimensional
narratives. By reflecting the contributions of all groups, public history promotes mutual respect and
strengthens communities through a shared understanding of the past.

Recommendations
NCPH strongly recommends that organizations, public institutions, and public historians in all contexts:

e Embrace and advance diversity, equity, and inclusiveness in the workplace, in historical
interpretation, and in historical scholarship

Facilitate informed, rigorous discussion about history’s relationship to contemporary debates
Support open dialogue and respectful exchange of ideas

Oppose discrimination or harassment in any form

Protect historical resources and make them accessible to the public

Proactively develop diverse funding streams and organizational collaborations to mitigate the
impact of losing donors while defending accurate, inclusive history

Leverage resources to support historically disadvantaged communities

Affirm the civic importance of public historians and other cultural workers by paying living
wages, protecting workers against political retaliation, and acknowledging workers’ right to
unionize


http://ncph.org/what-is-public-history/advocacy
https://ncph.org/about/governance-committees/long-range-plan/

Resources

Understanding the Big Picture

This is where you can start if you are trying to wrap your head around the big-picture issues at stake
AASLH Doing History in Polarized Times (2023)

e NCPH Call to Action (February 5, 2025)

e NCPH-OAH Call to Action (February 25, 2025)

® | GBTQ+ People Have Been Here Before: The Power of Our History

Professional Ethics
These resources articulate the ethics of historians’ work, help contextualize why public history projects
are constructed in particular ways, and demonstrate the professional standards of our field

® NCPH Shared Values and Ethical Commitments of Public Historians

® AASLH Statement of Standards and Ethics

Advocacy
Here you can find success stories, toolkits, and strategies to build support for accurate, inclusive history
NCPH History@ Work Advocacy Success Stories
® NCPH Advocacy Committee of the Board Policy (including how to submit requests for action and

how the committee makes decisions)
e NCPH Toolkit for Contacting Representatives (February 2025)
e National Trust for Historic Preservation Advocacy Toolkit

American Alliance for Museum Advocacy Resources

Messaging
These resources focus on language and communication strategies to articulate the value of inclusive,
evidence-based history

e Reframing History (2022)

® The Value of History from the History Relevance Campaign (2015)

e National Alliance of Preservation Commissions Messaging Guide (2023)

® AASLH Technical Leaflet on Trust and Strategy in Communication (2024)

Workplace Resources
These resources address working conditions and labor relations in public history workplaces. Look here
for guidance to cultivate more equitable workplaces, resources if you or your job are threatened, or if
you are experiencing trauma or burnout for work-related reasons.

® NCPH Labor Task Force Resources for Employees

e NCPH Labor Task Force Resources for Employers
e NCPH Gender Discrimination and Sexual Harassment Resources for Public History Practitioners,

Consultants, Educators, and Students

e Oral History Association: Oral Historians at Risk

e Texas Historical Commission Crisis & Trauma Response Toolkit for Cultural Workers



https://learn.aaslh.org/products/history-news-2023-vol-78-4
https://ncph.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/02/NCPH-OAH-Call-to-Action-2.25.25.pdf
https://ncph.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/02/February-2025-Contact-Representatives-Call-to-Action.pdf
https://outhistory.org/exhibits/show/herebefore/powerofourhistory
https://ncph.org/about/governance-committees/shared-values-statement/
https://cdn.aaslh.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/02/28035510/AASLHStatementofStandardsandEthics-Revised2018.pdf
https://ncph.org/history-at-work/tag/advocacy/
https://ncph.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/12/NCPH-Advocacy-Policy-2023.docx.pdf
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/bp53s7n8f3dam84fazkc8/NCPH-Toolkit-for-Contacting-Congressional-Representatives.pdf?rlkey=7d7lq3oe7pfcjfzyzhw26htem&st=a3qs15rp&dl=0
https://cdn.savingplaces.org/2023/05/22/09/21/33/688/Advocacy-Toolkit-202007.pdf
https://www.aam-us.org/programs/advocacy/advocacy-resources/
https://aaslh.org/reframing-history/
https://www.oah.org/process/the-value-of-history-and-the-history-relevance-campaign/#:%7E:text=History%20enables%20people%20to%20discover,century%20skills%20and%20independent%20thinking
https://www.napcommissions.org/messaging-guide
https://learn.aaslh.org/products/technical-leaflet-304-trust-and-strategy-in-communication
https://ncph.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/02/LTF-2025-Resources-for-Employees-pdf-618x800.jpg
https://ncph.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/02/LTF-2025-Resources-for-Employers-pdf-618x800.jpg
https://ncph.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/10/GDSH-Resources-for-Public-History-Practitioners-Consultants-Educators-and-Students.pdf
https://ncph.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/10/GDSH-Resources-for-Public-History-Practitioners-Consultants-Educators-and-Students.pdf
https://oralhistory.org/oral-historians-at-risk/
https://learning.thc.texas.gov/crisis-trauma-response-toolkit/

Funding Strategies
These are places to find federal and private grants and resources to strategize how to navigate
challenging funding climates

® AASLH Six Strategies for the Looming Crisis

Community Foundation Locator

[ ]
e Foundation Directory
® Grants.gov

Economic Impact of Cultural Heritage
These resources provide data to demonstrate the positive economic impact of cultural heritage work

PlaceEconomics
National Heritage Areas Economic Impact Studies

AAM Museums as Economic Engines

Main Street American Collective Impact

Economic Contributions of National Park Visitor Spending

Topical Resources
These resources focus on specific topics where evidence-based interpretation has been under attack

The Inclusive Historian’s Handbook

National Park Service History & Hope for Climate Action: An Interpretive Toolkit
LGBTQ+ Historical Association UnErased Resources

Data Rescue Project

Data Curation Network Curating for Data Rescue



https://aaslh.org/six-strategies-for-the-looming-crisis/
https://cof.org/page/community-foundation-locator
https://fconline.foundationcenter.org/
https://grants.gov/
https://www.placeeconomics.com/resource/
https://www.nps.gov/subjects/heritageareas/economic_impact_studies.htm
https://www.aam-us.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/04/American-Alliance-of-Museums-web.pdf
https://mainstreet.org/our-network/collective-impact
https://www.nps.gov/subjects/socialscience/vse.htm
https://inclusivehistorian.com/about/
https://www.nps.gov/subjects/climatechange/historyhope.htm
http://clgbthistory.org/resources/unerased-resources/
https://www.datarescueproject.org/
https://datacurationnetwork.org/2025/02/05/curating-for-data-rescue/

